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BITING  THE  BALLOT 


Tenderloin 
Residents 
Raise  their 
Political  Voice 

by  Willie  Joyce 

In  an  effort  to  reverse  a  long- 
term  trend  of  low  voter  turn- 
out in  the  Tenderloin,  organizers 
have  been  mobilizing  low-income 
people  to  involve  themselves  in 
an  election  year  that  will  have 
dramatic  repercussions,  especially 
for  the  poor  and  disenfranchised. 

And  judging  from  the  hundreds  of 
people  who  have  participated  in  registration 
and  get-out-lhe-vote  activities,  the  local 
drive  to  deliver  votes  from  pockets  of  pov- 
erty within  San  Francisco,  coupled  with 
other  such  efforts  across  the  country,  could 
TtnsffiT  !nto  ^ome  w  political  muscle  for 
ignored  and  neglected  neighborhoods  like 
the  Tenderloin. 

At  stake  nationally  is  the  political,  eco- 
nomic, and  social  sea  change  if  the  Demo- 
crats regain  the  White  House.  For  Califor- 
nia, and  particularly  San  Francisco,  the  elec- 
tion of  Barbara  Boxer  and  Diane  Feinstein 
as  sister  U.  S.  Senators  would  not  onls 
strike  a  blow  for  gender  parity  in  the  power- 
ful but  patriarchal  Senate  but  also  poten- 
tially profit  this  city  that  launched  their 
respective  careers. 

For  the  Tenderloin,  this  election  may 
mean  a  resurgence  of  political  interest  by 
decision-makers  in  an  abandoned  neigh- 
borhood largely  left  outside  City  Hall's 
doors. 

Working  the  food  lines  at  St.  Anthony 
and  Glide  and  the  low-income  hotels  and 
nonprofit  agencies  concentrated  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, organizers  armed  with  clipboards 
and  forms  have  registered  nearly  2.000  vot- 
ers, an  effort,  mirrored  in  other  neighbor- 
hoods, that  has  resulted  in  the  highest  num- 
ber of  registered  voters  in  San  Francisco's 
history,  according  to  the  Registrar's  Office. 
The  St.  Anthony's  Voters  Project,  working 
a  table  in  the  dining  room  lobby  for  the  past 
nine  months,  has  registered  about  1.300 
voters  alone  while  other  Tenderloin  groups. 


Photo  Jemmifer  Cheek 

I'm  Radical,  I'm  Responsible,  I  Vote:  Hundreds  of  people  marchedOctober  23 
from  Glide  Church  to  City  Hall  to  vote  through  absentee  ballots. 


'This  is  the 
first  time  I 
have  ever 
voted. 
I  am  in  re- 
covery and 
feel  that  I 
need  to 
make  a 
statement 
about  my 
life.  I  am 

uou  niqk^^^ 
ing  a  state- 
ment for 
myself  and 
for  people 
in  my  com- 
munity. I 
am  going  to 

vote. " 

— Bruce  Hattley 


such  as  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  have 
registered  hundreds  more,  farexceeding  the 
Tenderloin's  previous  high  of  1 ,200  newly- 
registered  voters  in  1988. 

But  registered  voters  are  like  a  loaded 
gun  aimed  at  politicians — their  power  comes 
from  their  ballots  hitting  their  target. 

That  organized  power  to  deliver  votes 
began  last  October  14  when  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild.  St.  Anthony's,  the  Coali- 


tion on  Homelessness,  and  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic,  among  other  community 
organizations,  provided  transportation  and 
participated  in  marches  to  City  Hall  so  that 
low-income  voters  would  vote.  Using  ab- 
sentee ballots  and  the  new  over-the-counter 
voting  procedure,  these  groups  hope  that 
many  hundreds  of  voters  will  have  already 
cast  their  ballots  by  Election  Day  on  No- 
l  oniinued  on  page6 


Inside: 

•  Conversations  with  Tenderloin  Movers 

and  Shakers  pages  12  &13 

•  Where  the  candidates  for  Supervisor  stand  on  affordable 
housing  &  homelesness  Page  U 

•  Sounding  off  on  Prop  J,  Prop  165  page  10 

•  Lead  Poisoning  Risk  in  Mexican  &  Chinese 

pottery.  page  4 


VOICES 


Women  are  Moving 


Ask  the  People 


Are  you  going  to  vote  on  November  3rd? 

bj  Eric  Roberston 
Photos  bj  Ell  Bishop 

Mark  Spencer.  32 
I  n«  truck  driver 

"No!  Why?  I'm  not  registered. 
Why  didn't  I  register?  I'm  not  go- 
ing to  get  nothing  out  ot  it  anyways. 
Whichever  one  ot  these  clowns 
w  in.  it's  not  going  to  do  me  a  bit  ot 
good.  The  rich  run  the  joint,  it 
doesn't  matter  who  is  in  office." 


Kowena  Navia,  25 
Hastings  student 

"'Yeah,  definitely'  People  are  af- 
fected here  in  California  regarding 
things  like  the  Rodney  King  inci- 
dent that  in  other  areas,  maybe  the 
Midwest,  they  aren't.  Voting  con- 
nects the  nation  as  a  united  entity  ." 


Souphanh  kho\ annasing,  33 

Electrician 

"1  don't  think  that  voting  is  neces- 
sary for  me.  The  problems  of  this 
country  are  very,  very  complex. 
Whoever  wins  the  presidency  of 
the  United  States  will  serve  the 
good  cause  and  the  interest  of  the 
country.  " 

Tern  Truong.  33 
Jdb  counselor 

"Voting  is  one  of  the  civic  duties  a 
citi/en  has  to  perlorm.  One  v  ote  is 
not  significant,  but  10  votes  can 
make  a  difference.  Many  Vietnam- 
ese still  think  their  votes  do  not 
count,  and  this  is  a  mistaken  no- 
tion. The  Vietnamese  communitv 
can  use  their  votes  to  make  their 
voices  heard  in  the  American  gov  - 
ernmenf." 


There  are  women  who  are  moving. 
There  are  women  w  ho  have  said  what  must  be  done: 
Our  grandmothers  who  carried  us  on  their  shoulders, 
over  memories  of  prisons/brothels/canelields 
w  ithout  sell  pity 
Our  mothers/miM  who  stood  in  a  River  of  Silence, 
snuffed  her  dreams  and  stilled  her  lite,  incarcerated 
in  American  concentration  camps  during  World  War  II  solely 
because 

o!  ancestry,  would  not  speak  of  it  lor  4(1  years,  until  lor  justice 
she  broke  her  silence,  her  tongue  .due 
Mothers/grandmothers,  We  know  we  .ire  here  today 
bec.mse  you  gathered  your  dreams,  your  songs,  out  destiny 
in  the  w  ings  ol  your  amis, 
in  the  bow  ot  your  back,  your  resilience 
We  cannot  forget  you  We  cannot  be  still 
There  arc  women  who  .ire  moving. 
These  hues  Bit  you/me 
Dark/light  colors  of  all  earth. 
Legs  skinnv/sliort/lat/Iong 
stretching  legs/muscular/m.irching  legs, 
a  hurricane  ol  hairs  and  whirling  arms. 

gardens  ol  salt  ami  lilac s. 
a  windtunnel  of  throat,  words/names 
There  are  women  WHO  are  WE,  w  ith  tongues  afire — 
luanita,  whose  son  died  of  aids  You  told  us  oi  ins  suffering, 

your  loneliness.  The  gilt  ol  greater  love  that  this  disease 
demands  ol  us  all 
Edna  Lois  says.  "Every  time  I  break  my  silence. 
I  earn  my  freedom.'  emerging  from  tombs  ol  secrecy, 
revealing  the  incest,  the  rape  and  sexual  harassment 
SHE  is  WE.  rebirthing  ourselves,  tongues  afire. 
There  arc  women  w  ho  are  choosing 
Belinda,  a  homeless  teenager,  leaves  her  crack  addicted 
mother  to  save  her  own  life.  Despite  the  pain, 
still  her  face  is  full  ol  roses,  sidl  her  voice  is  singing. 
There  are  women  who  are  mov  ing 
We  know  them,  recovering  from  chemical  addictions  or  brutal 
relationships,  reuniting  with  their  children 
There  are  women  who  are  weeping. 
In  Bosnia,  mothers  keen  lor  their  dead  children 
In  Soweto.  they  struggle  no  less  loudly  for  bread  and  freedom. 
In  Hiroshima,  the  salt  ol  HER  TEARS 
mingles  with  HERS  m  San  Salvador,  in  Somalia, 
and  HERS  in  the  hospitals  ol  Harlem.  Oakland.  Newark, 
Atlanta.  Jackson.  ANDS  OURS  in  too  many  cities 
where  more  inlanls  die  than  in  any  other  industrialized  country. 
But  the  women  are  inarching. 
Audre  (Lorde).  battling  breast  cancer,  shows  us  the  SCOUTge 
of  neglect  against  all  women,  especially  Atrican  Americans 
Sanday.  HIV  positive,  asking  as  she  walks  the  streets, 
where  is  the  compassion  '  the  light  to  health  care? 
Women  are  dancing  to  a  language  that  all  understand  —  from  QUI 
barrios,  ghettos,  reservations,  and  homeless  shelters; 
from  kitchens  and  lactones  ami  oil  ices  and  all  male  senate 

*  This  poem  was  written  in  tribute  to  Barbara  Boxer  and  Dianne  Feinstein  i 
poem  gave  then  permission  to  use  their  names 


committees, 
to  school  room  and  bedrooms,  tongues  are  afire 
We  have  begun  to  touch  our  dazzling  anger, 
joining  for  justice  We  are  moving  to  break  poverty's 

perpetuating  cycles: 
Drop  outs  and  drive  bys  and  unjustly  undereducated. 
and  more  women  becoming  poorer  faster 
We  are  marching,  unlocking  doors  to  the  clinics,  releasing 
choice. 

We  are  dressing  our  shoulders  with  power. 
We  are  women  who  support  women  who  must  win: 
Diane  Feinstein.  Barbara  Boxer. 
You  tell  us  that  we  do  not  have  to  raise  our  tolerance  for  pain, 
we  can  change  the  priorities. 

My  daughter  speaks  to  me  about  boy  friends,  selt-unworthi- 
ness.  suicide. 

I  tell  her  I  thought  at  one  time  I  would  never  reach  40. 
Not  me.  Reckless,  chain  smoking,  high  diving,  last  driving, 
pill  popping  college  student 
Then  I  thought  it  wasn't  cool  to  reach  40 
n.ik|acketed,  slogan  yelling,  war  protesting. 

yellow  power  listed  revolutionary 

Now  that  I  am  well  past  40.  I  [ell  my  daughter, 
please,  if  I  ever  talk  about  suicide,  remind  me- 
dial I  am  terrified  Ol  heights,  needles,  last  moving  traffic, 
tropical  diseases,  and  home  canned  beets. 

Now  I  just  want  to  live  each  day 
to  enjoy  my  hot  Hashes  and  mood  swings, 
crav  ing  discarded  cigarettes,  remember  fondly  a  time  of 
effortless  slendemess, 
I  tell  her  of  my  need  lor  lustice. 
for  Cecil  to  embrace  me.  and  to  see  HER  FACE, 
that  reveals  the  miracle  of  rainbows, 
the  goodness  in  me.  a  circle  that  continues,  my  hope 
of  a  world  for  her  that  breathes  cleanly,  with  equality, 
freedom  to  choose,  and  freedom  from  war. 
FOR  OUR  DAUGHTERS'  CHILDREN,  we  must  be  women 
moving. 

women  changing,  women  joining  together 
The  power  of  tins  love 
defeats  hatred/domination/sabotage; 
It  changes  you/mc 
It  ignites  us  Irom  inside.  From  the  torches  of  our  tongues. 
ALL  IS  LIT:  the  stories,  songs  testimonies,  poems,  blues 
chants,  the  w  itnessing.  The  fire  in  our  legs  stretching  to  the 
march. 
WATCH  OUT: 
The  women  are  mov  ing,  women  are  marching. 
We  are  changing,  we  are  choosing,  we  are  moving. 
We  are  voting... 


©Janice  Mirikitam 
October  14.  IW2  San  Francisco.  CA 


Letters 


Thanks  for  the  Scholarship! 

Editors: 

Through  The  Tenderloin  Times.  I  Would  like 
to  extend  my  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Bay  Area 
Women's  Resource  Center.  1  just  received  a 
letter  from  Nancy  Ong  that  granted  me  an  award 
through  the  Tenderloin  Scholarship  Fund  to  con- 
tinue my  college  education.  I  would  also  like  to 
thank  Tcss  Manalo-Ventresca.  project  coordina- 
tor of  the  Tenderloin  Improvement  Project,  for 
her  help  and  inspirational  assistance  in  my  pur- 
suit of  higher  learning 

I  would  also  like  to  encourage  the  teenagers 
of  the  Tenderloin  to  continue  with  their  studies, 
hang  on  to  their  dreams,  learn  productive  skills, 
look  around  the  neighborhood  for  agencies  that 
can  help  them,  and  be  motivated  to  use  their  time 

wisely. 

There  are  nonprofit  agencies  in  the  neigh- 
borhood like  the  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource 
Center,  the  Tenderloin  Improvement  Project. 


and  Hospitality  House  which  can  help  us.  All  w  e 
have  to  do  is  come  and  see  w  hat  they  can  oiler  to 
youth  like  us. 

Make  the  most  ol  what  is  available  to  us 
right  now. 

-Seema  Singh 


Credit  Where  Credit  is  Due 

Editors: 

Thank  you  for  including  information  on  the 
Tenderloin  Scholarship  Fund  in  your  back-to- 
school  issue.  As  1  mentioned  when  we  first 
spoke,  members  of  the  TSF  Committee  also 
include  representatives  from  the  Tenderloin 
Youth  Advocates.  Tenderloin  Recreation  Cen- 
ter, Children's  Room-Mam  Library,  Vietnam- 
ese Youth  Development  Center,  and  the  Koshland 
Awards  Program.  Also,  as  I  stressed,  the  Schol- 
arship Fund  got  its  start-up  funding  from  dona- 
tions from  some  of  the  Tenderloin  awardees  of 
the  Daniel  E.  Koshland  Award  program  of  the 
San  Francisco  Foundation.  This  fund  could  not 


have  begun  without  their  critical  support' 

-Mid^f  U  ilson 

Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Centei 


Animal  Blessings 

Editors: 

Peace  and  Every  Blessing!  Thank  you  so 
much  for  your  participation  in  our  THIRD  AN- 
NUAL BLESSING  OF  ANIMALS,  on  October 
4.  Feast  of  St.  Francis.  Patron  of  our  City. 

Each  year  I  am  impressed  with  the  good 
people  who  have  pets  And  this  year  we  had 
about  a  thousand  men.  women  and  children,  with 
their  pets  of  all  varieties,  shapes,  and  colors. 
Irom  the  common  to  the  exotic.  We  had  dogs, 
cats,  rabbits,  horses,  snakes,  mice,  birds,  fish. 
Irogs.  and  a  pig.  We  even  had  a  drill  team  ot 
bulldogs!  Some  ot  the  people  wanted  special 
blessings  lor  their  sick  animals  Some  of  the 
people  were  in  wheelchairs,  their  pets  were  their 
companions 
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There  was  a  spirit  of  joy  and  celebration. 
The  Blessing  of  the  Animals  always  makes  me 
feel  so  Franciscan  and  San  Franciscan.  This 
year,  ihis  popular  San  Francisco  event  was  co\ 
ered  locally,  nationally,  and  even  internation- 
ally, on  television,  radio  and  in  the  press 
Thank  you,  Tom.  for  all  your  help  Be  assured  ol 
im  best  w  ishes  and  prayers  Please  let  me  know 
whenever  I  can  be  ol  sen  ice  to  you  God  bless 
you  and  yours. 

It  was  a  great  Tenderloin  event. 

— Father  Fl<  ml  A   Lotito.  0  F  M 


The  Clown  Masquerading  as  V.P. 

Editors: 

Can  anyone  explain  the  usefulness  of  our 
Vice  President  except  as  a  court  jester,  buffoon 
or  fool  who  accepts  his  lax-generated  salary  and 
flaunts  the  issue  of  famil)  values.'  True  family 
values  address  the  issues  of  adequate  housing, 
food,  access  to  educ  ation  and  employment — not 
whether  a  child  is  bom  out  of  wedlock.  However 
this  is  ihe  locus  ol  our  Vice  President,  who 
Cannot  Correctly  spell  "potato  "This  is  a  national 
embarrassment.  The  aim  and  goals  of  our  gov- 
ernment should  be  to  locus  On  its  own  citizens, 
not  to  police  the  world,  not  be  the  world's  su- 
preme court,  not  support  the  only  and  "last" 
superpower,  and  certainly  not  support  question- 
able governments  that  ot  ter  the  sham  facade  of  a 
pseudo-democracy  in  exchange  for  our  amis. 
No.  our  government  ought  not  focus  on  supply- 
ing aid  to  those  who  refuse  to  feed  their  hungry, 
especially  while  our  own  people  are  homeless, 
sick  and  needy. 

How  can  America  reach  into  space  with  a 
leprous  hand?  There  are  too  many  ills,  injustices 
and  diseases  of  mind  and  body  afflicting  our 
citizens  that  need  to  be  addressed.  Above  all.  we 
should  staff  libraries,  not  armies;  advance 
musuems.  not  munitions;  promote  culture,  not 
chaos;  research  the  AIDS  virus,  not  "Star  Wars  " 
And  beyond  a  cautious  vigilance,  we  should 
promote  peace. 

— James  Foresti 
Oscar  Rit  e 
Tenderloin  Self  Help  Center 


The  Tenderloin  Times  welcomes  letters  from 
our  readers.  Tell  us  your  opinions,  concerns  and 

ideas 


2  0<XoUdNo^Ui  mi 


Read  My  Lips! 

Community  CommentaRy 


l>\  Paul  Koden 

Social  justice  groups  are  asking  vot- 
ers to  vote  "No"  on  many  of  this 
year's  ballot  measures.  These  groups 
are  fighting  state  and  local  governmental 
attempts  to  place  on  November's  ballot 
more  punitive  measures  against  poorpeople. 
Sadly,  even  if  all  these  measures  are  de- 
feated, all  that  would  be  achieved  is  the 
preservation  of  a  status  quo  that  has  resulted 
in  at  least  753  homeless  people  dying  on  our 
streets  and  sidewalks  in  the  past  six  years. 

The  Tenderloin's  residents,  along  with 
the  residents  of  other  poor  and  neglected 
neighborhoods,  need  change  and  not  more 
business  as  usual. 

It's  quite  obvious  that  State  Proposi- 
tions 165  (Wilson's  Welfare  Initiative)  and 
1 66  (Health  Care  Reform),  along  with  local 
Propositions  B  (Jail  Bonds).  J  (Anti-Pan- 
handling), and  L  (Bemal  Heights),  need  to 
be  defeated.  But  what  needs  to  be  stongly 
emphasized — and  normally  isn't — is  the  real 
change  that  low-income  neighborhoods  can 
force  upon  state  and  local  government  and 
their  political  agendas  by  placing  more  ini- 
tiatives like  Stale  Proposition  167  (Tax  the 
Rich)  and  local  Proposition  H  (Rent  Con- 
trol) into  the  public  forum  for  debate  and 
voters'  decisions. 


welfare  cuts.  I.  and  others,  put  intense  pres- 
sure on  Assembly  Speaker  Willie  Brow  n\ 
local  office  not  to  support  any  cuts.  Al- 
though the  cuts  came  anyway,  the  staff  at 
Brown's  office — who  are  the  behind  the 
scenes  real  policy  makers — know  now  that 
the  people  claiming  to  represent  us  in  Sac- 
ramento, don't.  They  yelled  at  us  for  "not 
understanding  how  things  work."  But.  in 
fact,  we  understand  exactly  "how  things 
work" — that  we  as  a  community  are  being 
misrepresented  by  people  claiming  to  speak 
on  our  behalf. 

On  a  personal  level,  no  one  would 
allow  someone  else  to  speak  or  make  deci- 
sions for  you  that  would  impact  your  life, 
but  for  some  reason,  on  a  political  level,  we 
as  a  communtiy  allow  this  to  happen  every 
day. 

The  Tenderloin  communtiy  needs  to 
change  its  approach  in  dealing  with  City 
Hall  leaders  and  it  must  begin  by  forcing 
them  to  directly  and  meaningfully  address 
our  issues  and  concerns,  not  theirs. 

We  can  only  do  that  by  first  forcing 
local  agencies  and  institutions  that  claim  to 
represent  us  to  not  compromise  on  our  be- 
half. For  far  too  long,  the  Tenderloin  has 
experienced  community  organizations  re- 
cruiting and  hiring  community  "leaders" 
who  only  compromise  on  those  concerns 
that  directly  impact  our  daily  lives. 

For  instance,  how  can  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul,  the  Salvation  Army,  and  Episcopal 
Sanctuary  support  Mayor  Jordan  s  anti  -pan- 
handling campaign  called  Project  Open 


"How  can  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  the  Salvation  Army,  and  Episcopal 
Sanctuary  support  Mayor  Jordan '  s  anti-panhandling  campaign  called 
Project  Open  Hand,  and  still  say  they  represent  the  best  interests  of 
poor  people?" 


Renters,  for  instance,  got  Prop  H  onto 
the  ballot  the  old-fashioned  way.  What  they 
realized,  and  too  many  don't,  is  that  anyone 
who  can  collect  enough  public  support, 
such  as  signatures,  can  get  any  issue  before 
the  voters  in  an  election.  Through  this  pro- 
cess, people  at  least  guaranteed  to  have  their 
issue  discussed  before  the  community  at 
large,  and.  if  the  issue  is  significant  and  the 
arguments  persuasive,  they  can  change  a 
persistent  problem  into  a  shared  solution 
through  the  ballot  box. 

I  believe  it's  called  democracy  in  ac- 
tion, a  grassroots  government  that  politi- 
cians promote  in  patriotic  speeches,  espe- 
cially around  elctions.  but  rarely  practice 
once  elected. 

Instead  too  many  of  these  officials  be- 
lieve the  fantasy  that  they  are  our  leaders 
instead  of  just  our  representatives.  Too 
many  make  decisions  that  benefit  them- 
selves, and  not  us. 

During  the  recent  battle  over  the  state 


NO  EXIT 


Hand,  and  still  say  they  represent  the  best 
interests  of  poor  people?  Some  of  these 
people  asking  for  money  on  the  streets,  at 
best,  are  living  on  government  entitlements 
that  are  set  at  62  percent  of  the  official 
poverty  level  while  others,  at  worst,  have  no 
income  at  all. 

It  seems  that  these  organizations  feel 
that  this  meager  change  is  better  spent  if  it 
went  into  their  own  nonprofit  pockets  rather 
than  letting  it  go  to  people  who  must  live  on 
the  streets. 

Six  of  the  14  nonprofits  serving  home- 
less people  originally  associated  with  this 
campaign — the  community-based  agencies 
of  St.  Anthony 's.  The  Haight  Ashbury  Food 
Program,  Dolores  Street,  and  Hospitality 
House  among  them — thought  differently 
and  withdrew  their  support. 

The  general  public  seems  to  have  been 
more  responsible  than  their  "leaders"  about 
this  latest  skirmish  in  the  war  on  the  poor. 
Since  this  anti-panhandl ing  campaign  started 
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on  June  26.  about  200 collection  jars  now  sit 
in  the  basement  of  City  Hall  collecting 
much  more  dust  than  the  chump  change  this 
administration  sought  to  be  diverted  from 
the  pockets  of  the  poor.  Not  one  dime  has 
been  collected  for  the  Mayor's  Homeless 
Fund  through  this  campaign. 
Not  one  thin  dime. 

What  is  even  more  tragically  ironic, 
however,  is  that  if  Mayor  Jordan  had  called 
for  a  campaign  to  give  to  panhandlers,  these 
same  organizations  would  have  supported 
that  too. 

Perhaps  these  organizations  are  more 
concerned  about  he  politics  that  dictate  gov- 
ernment funding  of  their  programs  than  the 
advocacy  that  would  force  goverment  to 


ones  we  have  now  who  kiss  ass  instead  of 
kick  butt  around  City  Hall  aredoing  us  more 
harm  than  good. 

We  need  to  rise  up  and  raise  our  politi- 
cal voice  from  a  whisper  to  a  shouted  de- 
mand for  economic  and  social  justice. 

We  should  start  by  speaking  for  our- 
selves to  our  elected  "leaders"  through  the 
ballot  box — voting  for  bonds  and  proposi- 
tions and  candidates  that  represent  our 
conems  and  needs.  We  should  talk  to  our 
self-anointed  community  leaders  through 
public  community  meetings  where  we  com- 
pare their  expertise  with  our  experience  and 
telling  them  when  they  fall  short. 

We  can  continue  by  demanding  for 
ourselves  a  representative  voice  in  deci- 


"We  can  continue  by  demanding  for  ourselves  a  representative 
voice  in  decisions  and  organizational  bodies  that  affect  our  lives, 
from  the  smallest  nonprofit  shelter  to  the  largest  residential  hotel, 
from  community  service  groups  to  City  Hall  Task  Forces,  from  City 
monitoring  committees  to  Department  budget  proceedings." 


respond  to  the  unmet  needs  of  people  who 
are  living  out  the  failed  policies  of  this 
political  posturing. 

Perhaps  people  and  communities  who 
live  in  poverty  are  merely  serving  the  goals 
and  objectives  of  those  organizations  who 
are  seeking  to  continue  their  long-term  ex- 
istence behind  closed  government  doors. 

Perhaps  the  Tenderloin  and  the  poor 
scattered  throughout  the  city,  should  re- 
member that  we  sure  as  hell  don't  need  any 
more  self-anointed  leaders.  And  some  of  the 


sions  and  organizational  bodies  that  affect 
our  lives,  from  the  smallest  nonprofit  shel- 
ter to  the  largest  residential  hotel,  from 
community  service  groups  toCity  Hall  Task 
Forces,  from  City  monitoring  committees 
to  Department  budget  proceedings. 

And  we  can  finish,  when  the  status  quo 
remains  and  change  is  resisted,  by  putting 
on  the  ballot  the  laws,  the  earmarked  funds, 
the  civil  rights,  the  social  changes,  the  new 
institutions,  and  the  representatives  that  will 
work  FOR  our  community,  not  try  to  lead  it. 


Opinion 

LIVE  LOCAL,  ACT  NATIONAL 


by  Wade  Hudson 

Living  in  the  Tenderloin  has  led  me 
to  directly  challenge  Washington's 
war  on  the  poor.  Each  encounter  I 
have  with  the  human  casualties  of  this  war 
strengthens  my  resolve  to  continue;  the  mis- 
ery, frustration  and  conflict  I  see  caused  by 
our  national  economic  policy  must  not  be 
tolerated  anymore. 

For  every  job  opening,  there  are  20 
workers  not  employed.  Wages  are  not  keep- 
ing up  with  inflation.  One  of  every  five 
college  graduates  is  now  working  in  a  job 
for  which  a  college  degree  is  not  required. 
Official  poverty  rates  have  returned  to  lev- 
els not  seen  since  the  mid  60s.  Retired  and 
disabled  persons  often  do  not  receive  enough 
Social  Security  to  avoid  poverty.  Afford- 
able health  care,  which  is  standard  in  other 
industrialized  nations,  is  not  standard  here: 
its  lack  routinely  results  in  hunger, 
homelessness  and  other  deprivation. 

At  the  same  time,  the  wealthy  have 
become  increasingly  wealthy.  In  1977,  the 
richest  I  percent  of  all  households  received 
7.3  per  cent  of  the  nation's  total  after-tax 
income.  By  1990.  their  share  had  almost 
doubled  to  1 2.6  percent — an  increase  worth 
$165,000  per  year  per  household.  In  1989. 
the  top  1  per  cent  owned  37  per  cent  of  the 
nation's  total  net  wealth  compared  with  3 1 
percent  in  1983. 


porate  buyouts  rather  than  creating  new 
products  and  services. 

All  in  all.  most  Americans  fell  behind 
and  the  super  rich  got  even  richer.  Hardly 
surprising,  and  far  from  accidental. 

The  long-term  health  of  our  economy 
is  of  little  concern  to  those  with  this  mind- 
set. They  are  focused  on  getting  as  rich  as 
possible  as  quickly  as  possible — like  a  drug 
addict  reaching  for  the  next  high.  Human 
needs  come  a  poor  second  compared  to  the 
benefits  of  power,  luxurious  living,  and 
ego — for  the  competitive  thrill  of  w  inning, 
making  more  money  than  the  next  guy. 

This  approach  has  shown  itself  to  be 
disastrous.  The  excesses  of  the  '80's  may  be 
stopped  before  the  house  of  cards  collapses 
as  it  did  in  the  Great  Depression,  the  last 
time  the  Republicans  ruled  Washington  for 
12  years,  by  change  at  the  top. 

If  Clinton  is  elected,  the  new  recycled 
mythology  may  be  the  claim  that  economic 
growth  will  lift  all  boats.  At  times,  it  seems 
that  Clinton  believes  that  more  education, 
some  government  aid  for  high  tech  indus- 
tries, and  limited  pump  priming  will  be 
enough  to  provide  "a  job  for  everyone  who 
wants  to  work",  as  he  promised  in  South 
Central  Los  Angeles  last  September. 

But  at  other  times.  Clinton  has  called 
for  strong  government  action  to  increase  the 
Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  to  assure  work- 
ing families  a  non-poverty  income  and  gov- 


"The pendulum  is  beginning  to  swing  in  the  opposite  direction. 
But  it  will  probably  need  a  strong  push  from  the  at- the  -bottom, 
grassroots  people  in  need  to  bring  about  this  major  change." 


These  developments  did  not  happen  by 
accident.  In  the  mid-1970s,  following  the 
defeat  in  Vietnam  and  facing  growing  inter- 
national competition,  the  wealthy  elite  in 
this  country  apparently  decided  to  take  its 
money  and  run. 

Under  the  banner  of  "trickle-down  eco- 
nomics", the  federal  governmentestablished 
a  comprehensive  set  of  policies  that  enabled 
the  rich  to  get  richer.  Tax  rates  on  the 
wealthy  were  reduced.  Unions  were  busted 
and  weakened.  The  minimum  wage  fell 
behind  inflation.  Wages  in  general  were 
driven  down.  The  bond  market  enabled  the 
wealthy  to  make  a  killing  from  high  interest 
rates  and  the  mushrooming  deficit. 

Government  restrictions  on  savings  and 
loans  were  lifted,  fueling  mindless  but  prof- 
itable real  estate  speculation  until  the  bubble 
burst.  Enormous  military  contracts  provided 
large  guaranteed  profits  to  powerful  multi- 
national corporations.  Antitrust  laws  were 
not  enforced,  facilitating  unproductive  cor- 


ernment  jobs  for  everyone  on  welfare  who 
is  able  to  work.  These  proposals,  and  an 
apparent  underlying  set  of  values  rooted  in 
compassion.  leave  open  the  possibility  that 
Clinton  will  go  beyond  the  traditional  reli- 
ance upon  private  economic  growth. 

To  do  so.  he  will  need  to  upgrade  his 
current  program  and  reject  work  fare  at  slave- 
labor  wages.  If  Clinton  is  elected,  the  Cam- 
paign to  Abolish  Poverty  will  be  urging  him 
to  expand  his  vision  by  introducing  a  $50 
billion  Federal  Jobs  Program  to  create  two 
million  new  permanent  local  public  service 
jobs  as  a  first  step  toward  guaranteeing 
everyone  a  living- wage  job  opportunity.  A 
program  on  this  scale  could  immediately 
create  about  6,000  public  service  jobs  in 
San  Francisco  alone. 

The  pendulum  is  beginning  to  swing  in 
the  opposite  direction.  But  it  will  probably 
need  a  strong  push  from  the  at-the-bottom. 
grassroots  people  in  need  to  bring  about  this 
major  change. 
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Mexican  and  Chinese 
Pottery  Pose  Health  Risks 


Ballot  Information  in  Six 
Languages 

The  California  ballot  pamphlet,  con- 
taining information  on  the  13  statewide 
measures  to  he  decided  by  voters  on  No- 
vember 3.  is  available  in  six  languages  other 
than  English. 

Developed  to  encourage  more  voter 
participation  among  citizens  in  minority 
communities,  one  will  be  mailed  to  anyone 
calling  the  appropriate  toll-free  number,  as 
follows  for  four  of  the  six  languages:  1-800- 
339-8 1 63  for  Vietnamese:  1  -800-339-2857 
for  Chinese:  1-800-339-2814  for  Spanish; 
and  1-800-339-2957  forTagalog. 

Pro  and  con  arguments  on  the  1 1  city 
ballot  measures  for  non-English  voters  has 
a  much  more  limited  availability — the 
League  of  Women  Voters  and  the  Registrar's 
Office  has  voter  guides  in  only  Spanish  and 
Chinese.  They  can  be  picked  up  at  City  Hall 
oral  1 14  Sansome  St..  Suite  513. 

More  than  2,000  People 
Apply  for  Tenderloin  Fam- 
ily Housing 

Catholic  Charities,  which  is  building 
108  units  of  housing  at  1 1 1  Jones  St..  re- 
ceived about  2.000  applications  in  English 
and  seven  foreign  languages  on  Monday. 
October  19,  the  first  day  of  their  five-day 
application  process. 

Merle  Malakoff.  a  Catholic  Charities 
Housing  developer,  was  not  surprised  by 
the  large  number  of  applicants.  "The  de- 
mand for  decent,  comfortable,  and  afford- 
able housing  here  far  exceeds  the  quantity 
available."  he  said. 

Because  of  the  anticipated  high  de- 
mand. Catholic  Charities  conducted  a  daily 
lottery  on  each  of  the  five  days  applications 
were  accepted  to  determine  the  order  in 
which  they  will  be  considered  for  screen- 
ing. The  first  500  applications  drawn  will  be 
the  first  screened.  All  other  applications 
will  be  placed  on  a  waiting  list  to  be  pro- 
cessed as  needed. 

The  housing  is  intended  to  serve  fami- 
lies, singles,  and  seniors  who  earn  no  more 
than  50  percent  of  the  San  Francisco  median 
income  per  household. 

Units  will  be  available  for  rent  in  May 
1993,  with  rents  ranging  from  $300  for  a 
studio  to  $620  for  a  three-bedroom  apart- 
ment. 

Study  Targets  Increasing  Asian  Ameri- 
can Political  Involvement 

A  study  of  Asian  American  voting  pat- 
terns designed  to  increase  voter  participa- 
tion and  get  more  Asian  Americans  elected 
to  public  office  will  begin  on  election  day. 
November  3,  in  San  Francisco  and  Daly 
City. 

Besides  exit  polls  aimed  at  Asian 
Americans  voting  that  day,  the  study  will 
include  interviews  with  previous  and  cur- 
rent candidates  and  elected  officials  and 
analyses  of  past  voting  patterns. 

Despite  the  growth  of  Asian  American 
communities  in  these  two  cities,  no  Asian 
American  non-incumbent  has  ever  been 
elected  to  San  Francisco's  at-large  Board  of 
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Supervisors  and  no  Asian  American  has 
been  on  Daly  City  "s  City  Council,  even 
though  Asian  Americans  constitute  45  per- 
cent of  its  population. 

The  study's  recommendations  will  be 
available  to  community  advocates  and  local 
leaders  at  the  Asian  Law  Caucus,  468  Bush 
St.,  early  next  year. 

Local  2  Wins  Labor  Vic- 
tory at  the  Pare  55  Hotel 

The  Pare  55  Hotel,  located  on  the  edge 
of  the  Tenderloin  at  55  Cyril  Magnin.  was 
found  guilty  of  36  repeated  and  ongoing 
federal  labor  law  violations  last  September 
23  by  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
(NLRB)  Judge  Joan  Wieder. 

The  75-day  trial,  the  longest  in  NLRB 
history  for  the  city,  pitted  San  Francisco's 
oldest  major  non-union  hotel  against  the 
city's  largest  union,  the  Tenderloin-based 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  Union- 
Local  2.  in  what  became  San  Francisco's 
longest-running  labor  dispute. 

The  1,008-room  hotel,  the  city's  third 
largest,  has  been  ordered  by  the  court  to 
recognize  and  bargain  with  Local  2  as  the 
legal  representative  of  its  over  370  employ- 
ees who  are  food  and  beverage  workers, 
housekeepers,  bellhops,  bartenders,  and  tele- 
phone operators. 

The  Pare  55  has  been  at  the  center  of 
community  and  labor  controversy  since 
before  it  opened  in  October  1984  as  the 
Ramada  Renaissance  Hotel.  It  was  the  fo- 
cus of  a  long-fought  landmark  concession 
agreement  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
nation,  forced  a  major  developer  to  reduce 
its  project's  negative  impacts  upon  the  low- 
income  neighborhood  in  which  it  was  built. 

By  the  terms  of  that  agreement,  the 
Ramada  promised  to  pay  more  than 
$3,000,000  over  20  years  to  rehabilitate 
low-income  housing  in  the  Tenderloin,  to 
contribute  $200,000  to  support  community 
services,  and  to  give  priority  in  hiring  Ten- 
derloin residents. 

In  1985,  the  Ramada  became  the  first 
non-union  Class  A  hotel  in  San  Francisco  , 
breaking  a  union  hegemony  in  the  major 
hotels  that  had  existed  since  the  1930s. 

Later,  many  Tenderloin  employees  ol 
the  Ramada  lost  the  job  security  the  union 
contract  had  preserved,  and  five  more  luxury 
hotels,  two  of  them  adjacent  to  the  Tender- 
loin, then  opened  as  nonunion  shops. 

Since  May  1989,  Local  2  has  concen- 
trated its  organizing  efforts  at  these  large, 
non-union,  luxury  hotels,  targeting  the  newly 
-named  Pare  55  as  its  key  first  step,  accord- 
ing to  Kevin  O'Connor,  staff  director  at 
Local  2. 

"This  court  decision  is  a  complete  vin- 
dication of  the  workers  at  Pare  55  against  a 
management  who  have,  since  day  one  and 
in  a  cold  and  calculating  manner,  refused  to 
listen  to  their  demands  or  honor  labor  law," 
concluded  O'Connor.  "We  are  going  to  do 
the  responsible  thing  and  finish  our  work 
here  at  this  hotel  by  increasing  our  pressure 
on  them  to  enter  honest  negotiations  in  good 
faith." 

— Josh  Brandon 


JOB  OPENINGS 

ORGANIZER-Work  w/S.E. 
Asian  community  in  Tenderloin 
on  housing  &  economic  develop, 
issues.  Bilingual  w/S.E.  Asian 
language  required.  15hrs/week., 
Sal:  DOE,  full  benefits. 

PROJECT  COORDINATOR/ 

Tenderloin  Revitalization  Project: 
Community  organize  &  advocacy 
for  housing  &  economic  develop. 
$20-25/yr  DOE,  full  benefits. 

Send  resume/cover  letter  by 
November  13,1992  to:  Hiring 
Committee.  NOMPC,  295  Eddy 
St.,  SF  94102 


by  Janice  Hui 

Some  of  the  colorful  ceramic  dishes 
commonly  used  in  Asian  and  His- 
panic communities  have  been  found 
to  contain  lead,  a  toxic  material  that  can  be 
leached,  or  released,  into  food  consumed  by 
unsuspecting  diners. 

"This  is  cause  for  alarm."  says  Alf  redo 
Quattrone.  a  toxicologist  at  the  State  Food 
and  Drug  Branch,  which  monitors  imported 
ceramics.  While  the  amount  of  lead  leached 
in  some  Asian  and  Mexican  ceramics  is 
generally  small.  Quattrone  says  lead  can 
build  up  in  the  bones  and  soft  tissue,  causing 
serious  health  problems  over  time.  Higher 
levels  of  lead  exposure  can  be  fatal 

Health  officials  and  doctors  are  warn- 
ing consumers  to  avoid  cooking,  serving  or 
storing  food  in  highly  decorative  ceramic 
ware  imported  from  China  or  Mexico.  Many 
of  these  dishes,  which  have  managed  to 
escape  government  inspection,  are  improp- 
erly manufactured. 

The  state  health  director  has  already 


issued  a  health  alert  warning  people  not  to 
prepare  food  in  large,  reddish-brown  pot- 
tery bean  pots  imported  from  Mexico.  The 
alert  came  after  the  Alameda  County  Health 
Department  linked  three  suspected  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  in  Children  to  this  Mexican 
pottery.  One  four-year-old  child  reportedly 
ate  beans  prepared  in  this  pottery  and  the 
beans  were  later  tested  and  found  to  contain 
enough  lead  to  qualify  as  a  hazardous  waste 
under  state  law. 

Lead  poisoning  is  one  of  the  leading 
health  problems  for  children  in  the  United 
States,  affecting  an  estimated  one  to  four 
million  of  them.  Because  their  bodies  ab- 
sorb the  metal  more  readily  than  adults, 
even  low  levels  of  lead  in  children  can  cause 
permanent  damage,  such  as  retardedgrowth. 
learning  disabilities,  behavioral  disorders, 
lower  IQs  and  hearing  loss. 

For  more  information  on  lead  poison- 
ing, call  Health  Center  4.  705-8545. 
Walgreen 's  at  5411  Geary  Blvd.  is  one 
place  you  can  buy  lead  testing  kits. 


Dishing  Up  Lead 


Lead-leaching  dishes 


Phong  sii  cua  Janice  Hui 

NgUbi  ta  da  tim  thay  rang  mot  so 
nhiing  dia  do  gom  sac  so  thu'dng  dung 
trong  cong  dong  A  Chau  va  Me  Tay  Co 
co  chiia  chat  chi,  mot  loai  doc  to  ma  co 
the  rat  ra  va  roi  vao  trong  thuc  an  sau  do 
bi  nuot  vao  boi  nhuTng  ngvfdi  an  u6ng 
khong  may  may  nghi 
ngo. 

Alfredo  Quattrone, 
nha  doc  to  hoc  cua  State 
Food  and  Drug  Branch 
la  mot  to  chiic  kiem  soat 
nhiing  loai  do  gom  nhap 
cang,  cho  biet:  "Day  la 
ly  do  can  phai  bao  dong. 
"  Du  rang  khoi  liiqng  chi  thai  ra  trong 
nhiing  loai  do  gom  cua  ngUai  A  Chau  va 
ngUdi  Me  Tay  Co  noi  chung  rat  la  nho 
be,  Quattrone  cho  rang  chi  co  the  tich  tu 
trong  xUang  va  nhiing  mo  mem,  gay  ra 
nhuTtg'van  de  nghiem  trong  ve  siic  khoe 
sau  nay.  Nhiing  mere  dp  nhiem  chi  cao 
hon  co  the  nguy  hiem  den  tinh  mang. 

Nhiing  vien  chiic  y  te  va  cac  bac  si 
dang  khuyen  cao  nhufng  ngUdi  tieu  thu 
nen  tranh  nau  nu'ang,  de  hoac  cat  do  an 
trong  nhiing  loai  do  gom  trang  tri  kieu 
co  nhap  cang  hi  Trung  Quoc  hoac  Me 
Tay  Co.  Nhieu  loai  dia  nay  da  thoat  qua 
difoc  sii  kiem  tra  cua  chinh  quyen  va  da 


This  is  a  Vietnamese 
translation  of  the  above 
story.  For  English  transla- 
tions of  Vietnamese 
stories,  see  page  24 
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du'ac  che  tao  khong  dung  tieu  chuan 
qui  dinh. 

Giam  doc  y  te  cua  tieu  bang  da  cho 
ban  hanh  loi  khuyen  cao  y  te  khuyen 
moi  ngUdi  khong  nen  nau  do  an  trong 
nhiing  noi  gom  nau  dau  mau  nau  do 
ma  da  duac  nhap  cang  tu  Me  Tay  Co, 
Lai  khuyen  cao  nay  dxiac  ban  hanh  sa  u 
khi  Ban  Y  Te  cua 
Alameda  County  tim 
thay  moi  lien  quan  gitfa 
ba  truong  hap  nghi  ngo 
ngo  doc  chi  a  tre  em  va 
loai  do  gom  Me  Tay  Co 
nay.  NgUdi  ta  thuat  lai 
rang  mot  em  be  bon  tuoi 
an  dau  nau  trong  loai  do 
gom  nay  va  nhufng  hat  dau  nay  sau  do 
du'ac  kiem  nghiem  va  thay  rang  co 
chu'a  mot  liiang  chi  du  de  coi  la  mot  loai 
chat  thai  gay  nguy  hiem  theo  luat  cua 
tieu  bang. 

Chung  ngo  doc  chi  la  mot  trong  nhiing 
van  de  y  te  hang  dau  doi  vai  tre  em  a 
My,  anh  hUang  den  mot  con  so  tic  doan 
la  tu  mot  trieu  den  bon  trieu  tre  em.  Bai 
vi  ca  the  ciia  chiing  hap  thu  chi  de  dang 
han  la  ngUdi  lan,  ngay  ca  nhiing  miic 
dp  chi  thap  a  tre  em  cung  gay  ra  nhiing 
sii  ton  hai  vinh  vien,  chang  han  nhU  la 
sU  cham  tang  rrUang,  nhiing  tat  benh 
lien  quan  den  kha  nang  hoc  hanh,  nhiing 
roi  loan  trong  each  cii  xil,  mile  do  thong 
minh  kern  han  va  bi  diec. 

Muon  biet  them  tin  hie  ve  chiing  ngo 
doc  chi,  xin  hay  gpi  den  Health  Center 
4,  dien  thoai  so  705-8545.  Co  mot  so 
nhung  hieu  thuoc  tay  ma  qui  vi  co  the 
mua  bo  dung  cu  kiem  nghiem  chi  de 
kiem  nghiem  nhiing  do  gom  cua  qui  vi. 
Mot  trong  nhung  hieu  thuoc  do  la  hieu 
thuoc  tay  cua  Walgreen  so  541 1  Geary 
Blvd. 


Tenderloin  Times  Translation  Service 

Reach  out  to  the  Southeast 
Asian  community. 

The  Tenderloin  Times  can  translate  into  Cambodian,  Lao,  and 

Vietnamese. 

Call  Moki  Eitz  at  776-0700  for  more  information. 


Emotional  Testimony  Averts  Devastating  Welfare  Cuts 


by  Josh  Brandon 

Despite  the  recent  trend  by  states  and 
counties  to  reduce  or  eliminate  the 
bare  bones  benefits  ot  General  As- 
sistance to  people  with  little  or  no  income. 
San  Francisco  s  Social  Services  Commis- 
sion unanimously  voted  to  oppose  "any 
reductions  in  the  GA  grant  level  at  this 
time"  at  a  packed  Special  Hearing  last  Oc- 
tober 14. 

The  Commission  decision  aligned  San 
Francisco  with  San  Mateo  County  as  the 
only  Bay  Area  counties  to  maintain  their 
current  GA  benefit  levels  while  the  sur- 
rounding counties  of  Alameda.  Contra 
Costa,  and  Santa  Clara  are  planning  cuts  to 
be  effective  by  January  1.  1993. 

The  unexpected  move  by  the  Commis- 
sion also  stymied  Mayor  Jordan's  low  -pro- 
file efforts  to  cut  San  Francisco's  $345 
monthly  GA  benefit  to  as  little  as  $308.  The 
Special  Hearing  was  requested  by  Mayor 
Jordan  to  "consider  options  for  reducing  the 
G A  grant  level"  last  September  1 8  when  he 
unveiled  his  proposed  changes  to  the  1 992- 
1993  budget  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

During  his  nine-month  tenure  as  mayor. 
Jordan  has  recommended  a  total  of  nearly 
$300  million  in  cuts  to  a  $2.4  billion  city 
budget. 

Mayor  Jordan's  attempt  to  reduce  GA 
benefits  reflects  the  current  tendency  among 
states  and  counties  to  compensate  for  huge 
budget  deficits  and  growing  numbers  of 
people  on  government  assistance  due  to  the 
economic  recession.  Michigan,  Wisconsin. 
Ohio,  and  Illinois  have  either  eliminated  or 
drastically  reduced  their  general  assistance 
programs. 

And  in  California  last  year,  GA  ben- 
efits were  capped  by  the  Legislature  at  62 
per  cent  of  the  federal  poverty  level,  with 
standard  local  adjustments,  after  intense 
lobbying  by  statewide  associations  of  county 
supervisors  and  county  welfare  directors. 
This  change  allowed  counties  to  avoid  re- 
cent court  decisions  forcing  them  to  con- 
duct costs  of  living  studies  and  raising  ben- 
efits so  that  those  costs  would  be  met. 

This  year,  ihc  Legislature  grained  coun- 


ties the  authority  to  lower  their  grants  to 
offset  a  $1.3  billion  decrease  in  state  rev- 
enue tor  local  governments.  And  Proposi- 
tion 165.  the  Governor  Wilson-sponsored 
state  initiative  fueled  by  corporate  dona- 
tions which  grants  him  budget  powers  and 
reduces  slate  welfare  benefits,  would  also 
allow  counties  to  eliminate  general  assis- 
tance programs  they  have  had  since  1931. 

Although  publicly  Mayor  Jordan  has 
stated  that  he  opposes  Proposition  165  be- 
cause "|  it  J  does  not  make  fiscal  sense  to 
local  governments."  Department  of  Social 
Services  documents  show  that  he  has  di- 
rected DSS — over  its  objections — to  de- 
velop similar  measures  to  reduce  the  fiscal 
burden  of  steadily  rising  GA  rolls. 

Two  months  before  DSS  General  Man- 
ager Julia  Lope/  left  Jordan's  administra- 
tion. Lopez  stated  in  a  June  1  1 .  1992  letter 
that  "Automatically  lowering  GA  grants 
would  result  in  widespread  homelessness 
among  the  more  than  14.(KX)San  Franciscans 
who  are  now  receiving  GA."  Six  weeks 
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later.  Lope/  flatly  stated  in  a  July  21,  1992 
letter  that  '  Public  assistance  programs, 
which  have  been  gradually  eroding,  do  not 
provide  sufficient  support  to  house,  clothe, 
or  feed  people." 

On  September  30.  a  meeting  at  DSS 
with  advocates  for  the  poor  and  Commis- 
sion members  ended  abruptly  when  those 
same  arguments  were  used  to  oppose  the 
planned  cuts  and  it  was  decided  to  bring  the 
battle  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The 
following  week,  according  to  DSS  sources 
who  attended  a  meeting  with  Mayor  Jordan, 
he  was  told  he  did  not  have  enough  votes  at 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  cut  GA. 

The  next  day,  George  Yamasaki.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Social  Services  Commission, 
sent  out  a  letter  stating  that  Jordan  had 
withdrawn  his  request  to  consider  how  to 
reduce  benefit  levels.  Instead,  the  Special 
Hearing  would  discuss  creating  a  GA  Task 
Force  that  would  look  for  six  months  at 
limiting  eligibility,  developing  options  il 
continued  on  page  /9 
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On  the  first  and  the  15th  ol  the  month,  people 
who  receive  general  assistance  can  wait  as  long 
;is  eight  hours  lor  their  checks.  Mayor  Jordan  had 
proposed  that  the  city  cut  their  checks  to  S308 
trom  the  current  level  of  $345  per  month. 


How  to  find 
an  affordable 

home  loan 
that  can  open 
a  lot  of  doors. 


At  Citibank,  we  know  that  homeownership 
is  a  vital  part  of  the  American  dream.  We  also 
know  that  finding  the  right  home  loan  is  as 
important  as  finding  the  right  house. 

That's  why  we  offer  more  kinds  of  mortgages, 
with  more  options,  than  most  other  lenders. 
We  specialize  in  opening  the  door  to  afford- 
able home  financing,  based  on  your 
individual  financial  situation. 

The  way  we  look  at  it,  one  of  our  primary 
responsibilities— to  you  and  the  communities 
we  serve— is  to  create  an  opportunity,  where 
perhaps  there  was  none  before. 

So  call  a  Citibank  Mortgage  Office  soon 
to  let  us  know  how  we  can  help.  Remember, 
wed  like  you  to  think  of  Citibank  as 
opportunity  knocking. 


CITIBANK* 


MORTGAGE  OFFICES 
Northern  California:  Oakland  (510)  271-8558  •  Sacramento  (916)  484-6911 
San  Francisco  (415)  922-1190  •  San  Jose  (408)  453-1350 
Southern  California:  Corona  (714)  371-7206  •  Los  Angeles  (310)  312-1560 
Orange  (714)  634  0931  •  Pasadena  (818)  796-8700  •  Torronce  (310)  375-0055 


LENDER    C 1992  Citibank.  Federol  Savings  Bank  •  FDIC  /mured  •  Certain  restrictions  may  apply 
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Mobilizing  New  Voters 


continued  from  page  1 

vember  3.  adding  even  more  votes  to  those 
who  traditionally  vote  on  that  day. 

Charlene  Tschirhart.  director  of  a  St. 
Anthony's  advocacy  program,  felt  "many 
people  who  registered  to  vote  here  were 
doing  so  for  the  first  time."  she  said,  adding. 
"People  who  are  powerless  and  living  in  the 
Tenderloin  should  be  able  to  participate  in 
democracy." 

And  they  did.  According  to  David  Tom 
of  the  Registrar's  Office,  about  100  people 
voted  from  the  march  that  day.  Jahmal 
Harlan,  a  veteran  who  carried  a  Swords  to 
Plowshares  banner  on  the  march,  explained 
simply  that  he  was  voting  because  "[it]  is 
the  last  right  we  have." 

Other  Tenderloin  institutions  and  com- 
munity leaders  are  also  involved  in  this 
fight  for  participation,  recognition  and  in- 


fluence. Reverend  Cecil  Williams  of  Glide 
Memorial  Church  whipped  up  a  procession 
of  more  than  200  people  on  October  23. 
leading  the  chant  that  was  printed  on  many 
of  thet-shirts  marchers  wore:  "I'm  Radical. 
I'm  Responsible,  I  Vote." 

Speaking  through  a  bullhorn.  Rev. 
Williams  addressed  the  procession  before 
marchers  crisscrossed  the  Tenderloin  en 
route  to  City  Hall.  "We're  going  to  show 
them  that  the  people  in  the  Tenderloin  have 
power  too.  and  the  power  is  in  our  vote." 
said  Williams. 

Bruce  Hattley,  35,  a  central  city  resi- 
dent, marched  alongside  the  others.  Hattley 
said  he  was  participating  in  the  march  for  a 
special  reason. 

"This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  regis- 
tered to  vote."  said  Hattley.  "And  this  is  the 
first  time  1  have  ever  voted.  I  am  in  recovery 
and  feel  that  1  need  to  make  a  statement 


f  ,  .  ,  ■  ■  ■  ■ ....  ■■■■■■■■■  ■„  ■■■■■■■■■  ■«««»»- 

San  Francisco  teachers  and  paraprofessionals 
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United  Educators  of  San  Francisco/Committee  on  Political  Education  #822448 


about  my  life.  I  am  now  making  a  statement 
for  myself  and  for  people  in  my  community. 
I  am  going  to  vote." 

People  are  deciding  to  reenter  the  po- 
litical fold  out  of  frustration  and  anger  with 
the  proposed  solutions  offered  by  our  lead- 
ers to  the  tough  economic  times.  Troy 
Duster,  a  professor  of  sociology  at  UC  Ber- 
keley, said  this  election  year  has  seen  a 
surge  of  dissatisfied  people  registering  to 
vote.  He  explained  that  the  registration  drives 
are  being  pushed  by  members  of  the  middle 
class  who  themselves  are  fed  up  with  the 
status  quo. 

"Usually  poor  people  stay  away  from 
the  polls,  but  in  this  election  year  there  is 
more  of  a  push  by  all  dissatisfied  people 
who  are  not  land  and  property  owners  to 
vote,"  said  Duster.  "A  bad  economy  makes 
people  get  out  and  vote." 

Dawn  Richmond,  a  thin  ebony  woman 
in  her  twenties  had  registered  to  vote  as  she 
waited  in  line  for  a  meal  at  Glide  Memorial 
Church  just  for  that  reason. 

"I  registered  because  I 'm  sick  and  tired 
of  know-nothing  people  telling  us  they  can't 
solve  the  state's  economic  problems,"  said 
Richmond. 

But  not  everyone  views  these  organiz- 
ing efforts  as  enthusiastically  as  the  partici- 
pants. 

"Nobody's  discussing  poor  people's 
issues:     affordable     housing  and 


homelessness."  said  Malcolm  Garcia,  di- 
rector of  the  Tenderloin  Self  Help  Center. 
"It's  been  good  entertainment,"  he  said  of 
the  registration  drives  and  marches.  "There 
has  been  a  lot  of  energy  and  a  lot  of  anger. 
But  my  observation  is  that  people  don't 
have  faith  in  change.  I'd  be  happy  if  a  lot  of 
people  did  vote.  But  Clinton  is  not  going  to 
be  any  different." 

The  history  of  voting  patterns  in  the 
Tenderloin  since  the  '80s  indicate  that  he 
may  be  right  about  having  faith  in  change 
here.  The  Tenderloin  comprises  two-thirds 
of  the  Downtown  Voting  District,  which 
stretches  from  the  Civic  Center  to  the  Fi- 
nancial District,  and  historically  its  19  vot- 
ing precincts  usually  deliver  only  about  25 
to  33  per  cent  of  its  registered  voters  to  the 
ballot  box.  much  lower  than  the  citywide 
average  of  45  to  55  per  cent. 

But  that  may  be  changing,  too.  Ac- 
cording to  voters'  records,  last  year's  may- 
oral race  produced  a  40  per  cent  turnout  in 
the  Tenderloin,  still  lower  than  the  citywide 
average  during  that  election,  but  better  than 
before.  And  this  year's  record  registration 
drive  is  showing  that  this  trend  is  continu- 
ing. 

If  that  trend  becomes  an  established 
and  expected  pattern  of  radical  protest  and 
responsible  ritual,  more  politicians  may  take 
notice  of  the  Tenderloin  as  they  dodge  the 
ballots  coming  at  them. 


Sue  Bierman  and  Jose  Medina  Gather 
Wide  TL  Support  for  Supervisor 


A  30-year  veteran  of  the  city's  struggle 
to  build  affordable  housing,  advocate  for 
child  care  and  health  care.  Sue  Bierman  is  a 
staunch  supporter  of  neighborhood  voices. 
Early  on.  she  saw  the  need  to  form  a  neigh- 
borhood organization  to  introduce  neigh- 
borhood issues  to  electoral  politics. 

A  San  Francisco  planning  commis- 
sioner for  16  years.  Bierman  fought  to  im- 


Clear  Choices  for  Clean  Air 

IWIotor  vehicles  are  the  major  cause  of  air 
pollution  in  the  Bay  Area.  So  how  we  get 
from  place  to  place  really  makes  a  difference. 
►  ►  Nobody's  suggesting  we  do  without  cars. 
Just  that  we  make  smart  choices  about  how 
and  when  to  use  them.  ►  ►  Like  taking  public 
transit  to  work  whenever  possible,  even  if  it's 
only  once  a  week.  And  carpooling  to  social 
and  recreational  events.  And  combining 
errands  to  reduce  car  trips.  ►  ►  For  a  free 
brochure  on  other  easy  things  you  can 
do  to  help  clean  the  air,  call 

1-8QO-Help-AIR. 

Bay  A.rea  Air  Quality  Management  District 


prove  life  in  the  Tenderloin.  She  supported 
the  Dorothy  Day  Community  Center  at  54 
McAllister  St..  now  home  to  99  elderly  and 
disabled  people.  She  fought  to  curb  land 
grabbing  and  speculation  by  developers  of 
Tenderloin  properties,  which  was  rampant 
in  the  early  1980s.  She  was  a  proponent  ot 
the  North  of  Market  Special  Use  Disirici 
rezonmg  of  the  Tenderloin  that  established 
protections  of  the  residential  housing  stock 
in  the  Tenderloin. 

Her  backers  include  important  advo- 
cates of  the  Tenderloin,  including  Sherri 
Chiesa,  executive  director  of  the  Tender- 
loin-based union.  Local  2;  Gordon  Chin, 
director  of  the  Chinese  Community  Hous- 
ing Corporation  and  Richard  Allman,  the 
president  of  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition. 

"I  think  she  was  the  voice  for  the  com- 
mon people  for  years."  said  Reverend  Cecil 
Williams.  "She  has  been  a  very  strong  and 
clear  voice.  "I  know  she  has  a  feel  for  the 
city  and  is  able  to  feel  the  pulse  beat  of  every 
segment  of  the  city." 

— Moki  Eitz 

Like  Sue  Bierman,  Jose  Medina  boasts 
an  impressive  list  of  Tenderloin  backers, 
among  them  Tenderloin  Neighborhood  De- 
velopment Corporation  director  B.J.  Barron, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  other  housing  activ- 
ists backing  Bierman. 

Perhaps  some  of  his  support  is  rooted  in 
his  work  in  the  Tenderloin.  From  1985  to 
1990.  Jose  Medina  worked  as  president  of 
St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room,  helping  to 
coordinate  the  service  of  2,000  hot  meals 
daily.  A  half  dozen  civic  organizations  in- 
cluding the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Civic 
Committee  and  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Les- 
bian/Gay Democratic  Club  have  honored 
him  with  awards  and  honorariums. 

Medina  currently  works  for  Instituto 
Laboral,  which  he  founded  in  1982.  The 
non-profit  institute  is  a  legal  advocacy  or- 
ganization which  represents  urban 
workers.Trained  in  social  justice,  law,  busi- 
ness, and  urban  planning,  he  has  used  this 
knowledge  in  a  variety  of  jobs.  As  an  em- 
ployee of  Loyola  University,  he  investi- 
gated hiring  practices  of  corporations  work- 
ing on  federal  contract.  Appointed  to  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Commission  in  1988, 
he  led  efforts  to  update  crowd  control  poli- 
cies and  improve  police  efficiency.  He 
helped  return  90  officers  to  neighborhood 
beats. 

"He  was  the  president  of  St.  Anthony's 
Board  of  Directors,"  said  Brother  Kelly 
Cullen.  current  president  of  St.  Anthony. 
"He  was  so  good  to  work  with.  He  was  very 
aware  of  our  neighborhood.  He  knows  the 
homeless  problem  very  well  and  I  think  he 
has  been  coming  up  with  a  variety  of  solu- 
tions." 

— Eric  Robertson 
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Organizers  Recruit  Shopkeepers 
&  Apartment  Managers  for 
Safehouse  Drive 


Photo:  Eli  Bishop 

McAllister  Street  resident  Ricardo  Leons  has  been  volunteering  with  the  Tenderloin  Senior  Organiz- 
ing Projecl  in  a  door  to  door  effort  to  enlist  new  Satehouse  participants 


i>\  v\  illie  Joyce 

Dolling  windows  of  shops,  bars, 
restaurants,  and  hotels  in  the  Ten- 
derloin are  signs  of  a  dove  in  a 
bird  cage  in  bright  green,  yellow,  and  or- 
ange colors  with  the  91 1  emergency  num- 
ber displayed  prominently. 

In  times  of  turmoil,  troubled  souls  can 
turn  to  the  peacefulness  of  a  dove  and  find 
refuge  from  harm  at  businesses  and  dwell- 
ings in  the  Tenderloin  that  display  the  sign. 
Safehouse  signs  and  participating  merchants 
off  er  refuge  from  the  troubled  streets  of  the 


Tenderloin.  At  havens  of  safety  such  as  the 
Rainbow  Phoenix  Hair  Design  on  Ellis,  ihe 
Cadillac  Hotel  on  Eddy,  and  Oscar's  Print- 
ing on  Eddy.  Tenderloin  residents  and  oth- 
ers who  find  themselves  in  trouble  can  find 
help. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Safehouse  sign 
program  that  began  1 0  years  ago.  there  were 
more  than  80  businesses  and  property  own- 
ers participating;  but  during  the  past  five 
years  the  Safehouse  sign  program  has 
dwindled  to  about  25  participants. 

Ricardo  Leons.  68.  a  McAllister  Street 
resident,  has  volunteered  with  the  Safehouse 


sign  program  for  the  past  four  months,  try- 
ing to  recruit  new  Safehouse  members. 
Leons  explained  the  reason  for  the  down- 
turn in  neighborhood  participation.  "People 
are  disillusioned  by  the  | lack  of]  police- 
presence  in  the  Tenderloin.'  he  says.  They 
had  some  officers  walking  around  the  neigh- 
borhood. Now  you  very  seldom  see  CPOP 
[community  police  officers  on  patrol]  offic- 
ers on  the  street  during  the  day.  Maybe  they 
come  out  at  night."  he  says  in  a  perplexed 
tone. 

Leons.  who  is  very  active  in  senior 
empowerment  organizations,  said  he  wanted 
to  get  involved  with  the  Safehouse  program 
because  he  worries  about  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents who  are  vulnerable  because  they  are 
elderly  or  sickly. 

He  follows  in  Barbara  Hoi  ley's  foot- 
steps. Holley.  a  former  resident  of  the  Ten- 
derloin, helped  found  the  Safehouse  pro- 
gram 10  years  ago,  after  she  was  robbed.  In 
her  time  of  distress,  she  was  able  to  go  into 
a  Tenderloin  bar  and  receive  a  warm  help- 
ing hand. 

However,  rays  ot  hope  and  the  bright 
bird  of  refuge  is  returning.  A  surge  in  crime 
and  drug  use  in  the  Tenderloin  has  prompted 
\  igorous  efforts  by  TSOP  and  cooperative 
merchants  to  restore  safety  to  the  commu- 
nity. Lydia  Ferrante.  a  coordinator  .it 
TSOP.  said. "The  Satehouse  program  is  great 
because  the  visibility  of  the  signs  links 
merchants  and  residents  of  the  Tenderloin." 

TSOP  volunteers  involved  in  the  Safe 
house  sign  program  go  to  merchants  at  least 
once  a  week  and  ask  them  if  they  would  like 
to  participate  in  the  Satehouse  program. 
They  put  up  signs  and  monitor  the  needs  of 
merchants. 

Flora  Harvey,  who  helps  monitor  the 
Safehouse  Sign  program,  says. "businesses 
that  harbor  Safehouse  signs  show  they  care 
about  the  community.  I  remember  one  par- 
ticular Sunday  morning  when  I  was  coming 
back  from  breakfast.  There  was  this  man 
dragging  a  woman  up  Ellis  street.  He  said 
the  woman  had  just  had  a  drug  overdose. 
Fortunately,  we  were  near  a  store  that  dis- 
played a  Safe  house  sign,  and  in  a  short  time 
they  got  help." 

And  merchants  such  as  Oscar's  Print- 
ing, which  has  been  a  Safe  House  partici- 


pant since  it  began,  are  glad  to  be  involved. 
Frank,  who  works  at  Oscar's  Printing,  said. 
"I'm  thrilled  to  be  a  Safe  House  partici- 
pant. We  want  to  assist  people  in  limes  of 
trouble." 

That  's  exactly  what  the  Safehouse  con- 
cept is  all  about-helping  people  in  times  of 
need.  However.  Ricardo  Leons  says .  "some- 
times when  people  call  from  Safe  houses  to 
the  911  emergency  number,  they  don't  get 
a  response  fast  enough."  But  Capt.  George 
Kowalski.commanderoftheTenderoin  Task 
Force,  says,"all  calls  are  prioritized  by  dis- 
patch at  Central  Station.  The  more  impor- 
tant calls  are  answered  quicker.  Life-  threat- 
ening calls  are  responded  to  faster  than 
someone  smoking  drugs  in  a  doorway." 

And  definitely,  there  are  those  in  the 
Tenderloin  who  are  making  the  community 
a  safer  place  to  live.  It  seems  that  the  dove 
is  making  a  landing  in  a  place  of  turmoil  and 
restoring  peace. 


YES  ON  PROP  H 

Because  rent  control  is  common  in 
cities  where  many  people  are  living  on  the 
streets,  many  argue  that  homelessness  is 
caused  by  such  policies.  Rather,  both  result 
from  the  lack  of  affordable  housing. 

Existing  county  ordinance  protects 
landlords'  right  to  raise  the  cost  of  San 
Francisco  rental  housing  in  proportion  ot 
the  annual  rise  of  inflation.  The  minimum 
increase  of  4  percent  provided  by  law  is 
now  higher  than  the  cost  of  living  increases 
of  wage  earners  or  Social  Security  recipi- 
ents. 

Landlords  and  tenants  should  equally 
share  the  burden  ot  present  economic  reali- 
ties, and  be  equally  protected  from  its  hard- 
ships. 

Low-income  housing  is  in  very  short 
supply.  It  has  become  a  commodity  rather 
than  a  right.  Let's  make  sure  it  doesn't 
become  a  privilege. 

Vote  Yes  on  Proposition  H. 
— The  Board  of  Directors  of  Hospitality 
House,  Community  Center  of  the 
Tenderloin 
Victor  Honig.  Board  President 


* 

Kelly  Cullen,  Midge  Wilson,  Joe  Kaufman,  LeRoy  &  Kathy  Looper,  Chip  Conley,  David  Tran, 
Randy  Shaw,  Richard  Allman,  Norman  Yee,  Paul  Boden,  Terry  Hoga  n 
and  other  Tenderloin  neighbors 

Urge  you 
To  Vote  for 

*    SUE  BDERMAN  * 

Candidate  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

•  Long-time  friend  of  the  Tenderloin  Community 

•  16  years  as  a  Planning  Commissioner  supporting  our 

neighborhood 

•  Strong  record  of  support  for  truly  affordable 

housing,  health  services  &  civil  rights 

★ 

Bierman  for  Supervisor  Headquarters,  1310  Sutter  St,  563-2797 


No  Hiding  Place 


by  Priscilla  Phelps 

No  Hiding  Place  is  a  hopeful  book 
about  Glide  Church  and  its  minis- 
try in  the  Tenderloin  as  seen  by  its 
pastor  of  30  years.  Reverend  Cecil  Will- 
iams. 

The  themes  of  empowerment  and  re- 
covery put  forth  in  the  book's  subtitle — 
Empowerment  and  Recovery  for  Our 
Troubled  Communities — apply  not  only  to 
Glide's  programs,  but  also  to  the  people 
leading  and  participating  in  them.  No  Hid- 
ing Place  is  a  revealing,  at  times  almost 
confessional,  book  about  the  life  of  Glide 
Church  that  allows  a  peak  inside  an  institu- 
tion that  has  taken  on  legendary  status  in  the 
Bay  Area  and  beyond.  Among  Glide's  pro- 
grams are  a  soup  kitchen  for  homeless  and 
low-income  people,  crack  cocaine  recov- 
ery, computer  training.  AIDS  education, 
and  the  Death  of  A  Race  and  Rebirth  of 
Race  conferences  held  in  1°K9  and  1990. 

Williams  exhibits  a  gift  for  looking 
things  .straight  in  the  face  to  arrive  at  the 
truth.  A  truth-teller  from  an  early  age.  he 
says  of  himself  "I  have  always  been  outspo- 
ken." One  of  the  truths  for  Glide  was  that 
traditional  Twelve-Steps  addiction  recov- 
ery programs  often  didn't  work  for  African 
Americans.  The  problem,  according  to  Wil- 
liams, begins  with  the  "First  Step"  ("We 
must  admit  we  are  powerless...")  "When 


some  white  person  stands  up  and  reads  the 
first  step  in  a  Twelve-Step  meeting,  a  black 
person  hears  the  call  to  powerlessness  as 
one  more  command  to  lie  down  and  take  it," 
he  notes.  So  early  in  the  development  of 
Glide's  Facts  on  Crack  program.  Williams 
developed  a  new  framework  of  four  acts  for 
recovery  programs  at  Glide:  recognition, 
self-definition,  rebirth,  and  community. 

This  four-part  framework  is  also  used 
to  structure  each  chapter  in  the  book,  with 
the  rebirth  section  telling  the  personal  story 
of  someone  who  has  helped  to  create  the 
Glide  Legend.  This  starts  in  the  first  chapter 
with  Williams  himself,  followed  later  by 
established  poet  Janice  Mirikitani.  his  wife. 
In  Williams'  rebirth  section,  he  discusses 
his  own  struggles  with  being  authentic.  He 
confesses  "Along  the  way  the  fame  got  to 
me.  I  completely  lost  priorities."  Later  after 
refocusing  the  Church's  mission  and  his 
own  ministry  on  what  he  calls  the  "out- 
casts": women,  minorities,  the  poor,  de- 
pressed, sick,  and  mentally  disturbed,  he 
says  "I  now  know  where  I  belong,  where 
those  like  me  belong.. ..at  Glide.  It  is  a  home 
for  outcasts." 

Williams  refers  to  Glide  as  a  big  salad 
bowl  in  which  all  the  elements  work  to- 
gether, but  retain  their  identity  at  the  same 
time  (not"...  a  soup  pot  where  everyone  is 
mixed  and  pureed  until  he  or  she  blends 
in").  He  makes  the  reader  feel  part  of  the 
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School  Board 


A  DECADE  OF  DEDICATION  TO 
SAN  FRANCISCO'S  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

"I  see  (ill  as  the  person  who  can  transcend  the  factionalism 
of  the  school  board  and  get  things  done." 

Greg  Day,  Vice  Chair,  Democratic  Central  Committee 

"Jill  is  a  tenacious  fighter  in  Sacramento  for  our  schools." 
Quentin  Kopp,  State  Senator 

"Jill  was  the  driving  force  behind  the  three  local  initiatives 
which  saved  our  schools  from  financial  devastation.' 

Joan-Marie  Shelley,  President,  United  Educators  of  San  Francisco 

"San  Francisco's  city  government  and  its  school  district 
need  to  work  together.  With  Jill  on  the  school  board,  we're 
more  likely  to  do  so." 

Kevin  Shelley,  President,  Board  of  Supervisors 

"I've  known  Jill  for  years.  She  is  totally  dedicated  to  the 
children  of  San  Francisco." 

Ben  Tom,  Former  School  Board  President 

"Of  course  I'm  supporting  Jill  for  the  school  board!  She's  so 
obviously  qualified." 

Doris  Ward,  Assessor,  San  Francisco 
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salad  by  showing  us  the  reality  of  those  who 
participate  in  recovery  programs,  and  sug- 
gesting that  we're  all  in  recovery  of  some 
kind  (or  should  be). 

He  has  a  knack  for  descrihing  and  nam- 
ing things  he  sees  happening  that  helps  the 
reader  (and  probably  the  others  at  Glide)  by 
putting  a  simple  handle  on  something  com- 
plex. An  example  is  designation  of  AIDS  as 
a  recovery  issue  that  has  a  place  at  Glide, 
saying  "whenever  people  feel  alienated, 
isolated,  and  rejected,  they  need  recovery." 
But  one  gets  the  sense  at  times  that  Will- 
iams' interpretation  of  events  becomes 
Glide's  interpretation.  This  is  seen  espe- 
cially when  the  same  event  is  discussed  by 
several  people  in  their  respective  rebirth 
sections,  and  their  interpretations  hardly 
vary  from  Williams's. 

While  the  book  is  offered  as  a  sort  of 
guide  for  other  troubled  communities,  it  is 
also  Glide's  own  story.  This  story  is  very 
hard  to  follow  at  times  because  there  is  no 
clear  chronology  in  the  book.  While  the 
evolution  and  growth  of  the  programs  and 
the  church's  vision  are  frequently  discussed, 
events  are  placed  where  they  best  serve  the 
topic,  rather  than  in  time  sequence,  thereby 
diminishing  the  story's  value  as  either  a 
history  or  as  a  model  for  other  congrega- 
tions. 

The  book  makes  the  multifaceted  na- 
ture of  the  problems  found  in  the  Tenderloin 
very  clear.  Attacking  such  a  morass  would 
generally  require  the  coordination  of  nu- 
merous institutions,  including  churches,  in 


a  community.  While  few  churches  have  the 
resources  at  their  disposal  that  Glide  ap- 
pears to  have  (finances  are  never  mentioned 
as  a  constraint),  it  is  still  assumed  that  Glide 
must  be  working  in  collaboration  with  other 
institutions  in  the  Tenderloin,  but  neither 
the  organizations  nor  the  nature  of  their 
relationships  with  Glide  are  ever  discussed. 
This  again  makes  the  Glide  approach  some- 
what unrealistic  for  most  other  communi- 
ties. 

Yet.  the  theology  of  Glide  (known  by 
its  motto  "Its  Recovery  Time!")  is  transfer- 
rable  to  any  community,  as  is  its  emphasis 
on  the  four  acts  of  recovery:  recognition, 
self-definition,  rebirth. andcommunity.  And 
the  church's  practice  of  reconciliation,  ex- 
emplified by  the  inclusion  in  the  Glide  com- 
munity of  people  of  all  colors,  sexual  pref- 
erences, degrees  of  recovery,  statesof  health, 
and  material  means,  could  be  both  model 
and  inspiration  for  any  community. 

Ultimately  the  healing  of  our  commu- 
nities is  about  empowering  ourselves, 
through  healing  and  truth-telling,  so  that  we 
are  free  to  make  different  and  better  choices 
as  individuals  and  as  communities,  accord- 
ing to  Williams.  Truth  is  what  sets  the  Spirit 
free,  and  truth  is  what  creates  the  commu- 
nity among  people  where  that  Spirit  can 
take  hold.  For  a  pastor.  Williams  puts  out  a 
somewhat  radical  message:  "We  have 
waited  too  long  for  a  savior  to  come  from 
afar.  We  are  the  ones  we  have  been  waiting 
tor.  It  is  up  to  us  to  break  free  and  extend  a 
hand  to  others  who  long  to  be  free  them- 
selves." 


The  Tenderloin  Times  is  looking  for  more 
community  Involement  in  the  newspaper. 
We  encourage  you  to  submit  for  possible 
publication:  story  ideas,  cartoons,  line  draw- 
ings. We  also  have  writers  meetings  the 
first  three  Wednesdays  of  the  fAonth  at  10 

a.m.  at  our  office,  Z90  Turk  St. 
Call  ahead  of  time  at  116~0100  to  get  more 
information. 
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FOCUSONHIV/AIDS 


Special  Events  Calendar 


Reporter's  Notebook 

b\  Ozzie  Santiago 

Some  2.000  people  came  to  San  Fran- 
cisco from  43  states  and  four  coun- 
tries last  month  to  attend  the  5th 
National  HIV/AIDS  Update  and  Confer- 
ence. Our  community's  own  Tenderloin 
AIDS  Resource  Center  and  the  AIDS  Indi- 
gent Direct  Services  were  among  the  many 
agencies  with  booths,  and  displays  at  the 
conference.  Considering  the  high  prices  for 
these  booths  ranging  from  $125  to  $600 
such  a  showing  was  commendable. 

ACT-UP/Golden  Gate,  one  of  San 
Francisco's  most  vocal  AIDS  activist 
groups,  had  a  table  directly  across  from 
Burroughs-Wellcome  the  company  that 
produces  AZT,  one  of  the  first  AIDS  drugs 
to  be  developed.  ACT-UP  feuded  with 
Burroughs-Wellcome  for  years  over  their 
overpricing  of  AZT.  which  made  the  drug 
inaccessible  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  in  need.  A  truce  was  called  after 
ACT-UP  and  Burroughs-Wellcome  worked 
together  to  lower  the  price  of  AZT  and 
started  a  media  campaign  to  educate  people 
about  HIV.  ACT-UP  also  got  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  to  donate  $1  million  for  various 
community-based  research  programs. 
Targeted  AIDS  Messages  Needed 
There  were  a  few  things  that  came 
through  loud  and  clear  in  the  many  work- 
shops I  attended  on  education  and  preven- 
tion. First,  health  educators  are  going  to 
have  to  become  more  sensitive  to  the  spe- 
cific cultural  needs  of  the  communities  they 
serve.  Secondly,  we  may  begin  to  see  more 
aggressive,  and  perhaps  even  provocative. 
HIV/AIDS  education  ad  campaigns.  An 
example  is  the  recent  ad  campaign  by  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  featuring 
such  ads  as  one  entitled  "Moral  Majority" 
that  depicts  a  group  of  gay  men.  one  called 
"Family  Values"  which  shows  two  male 
lovers  embracing,  and  the  "Right  to  Life"  ad 
which  displays  a  condom. 

One  of  the  more  important  workshops 


November  3 

7  a.m. -8p.m. 

Election  Day:  Please  remember  to 
vote.  Make  a  dilfcnce. 

November  5 

1  p.m. -4  p.m. 

"Why  Can't  We  Be  Friends?:  Race 
issues  in  the  transgender  community". 
Cosponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  Center  and  the  Tenderloin 
Self  Help  Center.  Moderated  by 
Sherri  Webb  and  Christine  Tayleur. 
Refreshments  will  be  provided. 
FREE.  For  more  info,  call  Sherri  at 
431-7476. 

November  24 

9  a.m. -6  p.m. 

"Basic  Cross-Cultural  Training":  An 
all-day  training  with  an  hour  lunch 
break  that  addresses  issues  around 


serving  people  from  different  cultural 
backgrounds.  FREE.  Certificates  will 
be  earned.  Presented  by  Polaris  and 
sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin  AIDS 
Resource  Center.  For  more  info,  call 
Ozzie  at  431-7476. 

November  29 

10  p.m.-? 

"FUN,  FUN,  FUN,  at  the  Rubber 
Club":  Live  shows,  contests,  and  safe 
sex  demonstrations.  Presented  by  the 
Asian  AIDS  Project  at  the  N"  Touch 
Bar.  1548  Polk  St.,  $2.  All  proceeds 
benefit  the  Asian  AIDS  Project.  For 
more  info,  call  Dominic  at  227-0946. 

*  Listings  presented  here  cue  either 
located  in  the  Tenderloin  or  serve  a  low- 
income  clientele  //  you  would  like  to  see  your 
event  listed  in  our  calendar,  <  all  Ozzie  at  least 
three  weeks  before  the  first  of  the  month  at 
431-7476. 


HIV  Vigil/SF  Commemorates  seven  years: 
Randy  Welsh,  left,  staffs  the  7-year-old  HIV 
Vigil  with  a  new  volunteer.  Keith  E.  Scribner. 

was  "Housing  for  HIV-positive  individu- 
als". It  was  left  as  the  final  workshop  on  the 
last  day.  and  attracted  only  20  people.  San 
Francisco  was  not  represented  on  the  panel 
and  has  not  been  for  the  past  three  years; 
most  of  AIDS  service  organization  in  San 
Francisco  that  provide  housing  require  an 
ARC  or  AIDS  diagnosis.  That's  not  to  say 
that  we  don't  house  people  who  are 
continued  on  paqe  17 


t^)  Quart  yin 
^  Heafing  Arts  Center 

A  Nonprofit  Clinic  Offering 
Acupuncture  &  Herbs  for 

•  Menopause 
•Smoking  Cessation  •  ?1TV 
•  PMS  •  Chronic  Hepatitis 
MediCal  •  Insurance  •  Sliding  Scale 
Call  (415)  861-4964  for  appointment 
1748  Market  Street  in  S.F. 
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TENDERLOIN    AIDS    RESOURCE  CENTER 

EDUCATING,  EMPOWERING  AND  SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICES,  CASE  MANAGEMENT  AND  ON-GOING 
SUPPORT  GROUPS  ADDRESS  THE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES; 

HIV 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
TRANSGENDER  CONCERNS 


187  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE.    SF,  CA  94102 


673-5442 


We 
offer 
African-1 
American 
and 

Multi-Ethnic 
Groups 

625  O'FARRELL 

STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Drop-in  &  On-going 
Support  Groups 
Call: 
415-749-6714 

Trans- 
Gender 
roup 
starts 
Nov.  5th 


SERVICES  FOR  HIV  POSITIVE  WOMEN 
WE  KNOW  THE  SYSTEM  -  WE  CAN  HELP 

ALL  SERVICES  FREE  AND  CONFIDENTIAL 


AIDS 

HEALTH 
PROJECT 


476-0654 

OR 

476-3506 


The  Women's  Advocacy  Program  is  funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Health  and  is  a  program  of  the  AIDS  Health  Project,  UCSF  at 

THE  CENTER  FOR  POSITIVE  CARE 

3180  -  18TH  STREET  AT  FOLSOM  SAN  FRANCISCO 


No  on  Proposition  165 


No  on  Proposition  J 


by  Sand}  Weiner 

Behind  Governor  Pete  Wilson's  in- 
flammatory rhetoric  about  "weed- 
ing out  welt  are  cheaters"  lies  his 
real  reason  for  sponsoring  Proposition  165, 
the  so-called  "Taxpayer  Protection  Act." 

Ridden  behind  the  protective  cloak  of 
name-calling  rhetoric  and  slick  political 
commercials  lies  his  true  agenda.  It  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  good  govern- 
ment or  welfare  reform. 

Instead,  Prop  165  is  simply  another 
example  ol  a  reckless  political  game  played 
by  a  career  politician  who  sees  an  opportu- 
nity to  single-handedly  control  the  annual 
state  budget  process  without  any  checks  or 
balances. 

Gov.  Wilson  and  others  promoting 
Prop.  165  claim  that  44  other  states  already 
have  the  gubernatorial  budget  powers  sought 
in  the  initiative.  Not  true. 

No  governor  in  the  United  States  has 
Prop.  I65\  unprecedented  ability  to  act 
without  legislative  or  judicial  review.  Prop. 
165  would  give  Gov.  Wilson  the  power  to 
unilaterally  declare  fiscal  emergencies  un- 
der conditions  which  he  would  completely 
control.  With  power  that  could  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  anyone,  he  could  then  reduce 
virtually  any  state  service  by  any  amount. 

He  wants  voters  to  believe  that  the 
political  system  would  not  suffer  if  Prop. 
165  passes,  that  the  State  Legislature  could 
simply  override  the  Governor's  reductions 
if  they  didn't  like  them.  Not  true. 

The  Governor's  unilateral  budget  re- 
ductions could  be  reversed  only  if  the  legis- 
lature passed  an  alternative  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  and  if  the  Governor  agreed  to  sign  the 
alternative.  If  the  Governor  agreed  to  sign 
the  alternative.  If  he  refused,  not  even  a  100 
percent  override  could  change  the 
Governor's  decisions. 

Police  protection,  schools,  services  for 
the  disabled  and  elderly,  AIDS  awareness 
and  treatmet,  fire  fighters,  assistance  for 
pregnant  women  and  low-income  children. 


environmental  protection.  All  would  be  SDb* 
ject  to  the  Governor's  ax.  And  no  one  could 
stop  him  or  undo  the  damage. 

In  fact,  if  Gov.  Wilson  had  held  the 
powers  of  Prop.  165  during  the  recent  bud- 
get crisis,  he  would  have  slashed  the  slate's 
education  budget  by  %2.?>  billion  and  pushed 
Ihe  age  lor  starling  kindergarten  back  one 
year.  This  hardly  qualifies  as  "taxpayer 
protection." 

Despite  ihe  cuts  to  welfare  thai  Prop. 
165  would  make  the  suite's  fiscal  problems 
would  not  magically  disappear.  Welfare - 
related  spending  is  jusi  a  fraction  ol  the 
stale's  overall  budget. 

Instead,  the  across-the-board  cuts  im- 
posed by  Prop.  165  penalizes  everyone 
equally,  whether  or  not  they  are  truly  needy. 
The  initiative  does  nothing  about  welfare 
fraud,  job  training  or  providing  child  care 
for  welfare  mothers  who  find  work.  It  cuts 
everyone — children,  the  disabled,  the  blind, 
seniors. 

What  is  equally  frightening  about  Prop 
165  is  what  this  kind  of  power  would  look 
like  in  another  governor's  hands.  Would  the 
Prop.  165  promoters  be  so  fanatical  about 
the  passage  of  this  initiative  if  Jerry  Brown 
siill  held  the  gubernatorial  reins  in  Califor- 
nia? 

There  is  no  acceptable  excuse  of  this 
year's  budget  stalemate.  All  the  politicians 
in  Sacramento.  Gov.  Wilson  included, 
should  be  ashamed  of  their  performance 
and  the  pain  they  have  caused. 

But  the  solution  to  this  chaos  is  not 
contained  in  Prop.  165.  Handing  over  the 
budget  axe  with  no  limitations  toone  person 
may  seem  efficient  but.  as  we  know,  it  does 
nothing  to  ensure  responsiveness  and  com- 
petency. 

It 's  easy  to  make  the  "train  run  on  time" 
when  no  one  has  the  power  to  stop  you.  It's 
easy  to  institute  reforms  when  you're  not 
required  to  persuade  those  who  disagree. 

Prop.  165  is  the  easy  way  out.  It's 
irresponsible  and  should  be  resoundingly 
rejected. 


Vote  November  3! 


by  Elaine  F.linson 

Despite  a  federal  court  decision  strik- 
ing down  California's  anti-begging 
law.  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  is  trying 
to  enaci  a  similar  law  in  San  Francisco, 
placing  Proposition  J.  the  so-called  "ag- 
gressive panhandling"  measure,  which  car- 
ries a  fine  ol  up  to  $500  and  jail  terms  of  up 
to  six  months,  on  the  November  city  ballot. 

A  broad  coalition — including  the  Board 
ol  Supervisors,  former  Police  Commission 
ers.  religious  leaders,  neighborhood  asso- 
ciations, ihe  Coalition  on  Homelessness 
and  the  ACLU-NC — is  fighting  ihe  mea- 
sure. 

"With  this  mean-spirited  and  cynical 
move,  the  Mayor  is  proposing  an  ordinance 
to  make  criminals  of  poor  people."  said 
ACLU  of  Northern  California  Police  Prac- 
i  ices  Project  Director  John  Crew,  who  con- 
siders this  proposition  even  worse  than  de- 
feated state  law.  "Proposition  J  would  pun- 
ish the  poor"  but  "won't  make  San 
Francisco's  streets,  sidewalks  and  parks 
any  safer." 

Last  year,  in  Blair  v.  Shanahan.  the 
ACLU-NC  defeated  the  state  anti-begging 
statute  when  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Wil- 
liam Orrick  struck  it  down,  stating,  "beg- 
ging constitutes  protected  speech  under  the 
First  Amendment." 

Celestus  Blair,  a  formerly  homeless 
man.  had  been  arrested  five  times  for  "ag- 
gressive panhandling"  by  San  Francisco 
police  for  asking  people  to  "share  their 
blessings"  or  "help  a  homeless  person." 
Blair,  now  a  MUNI  bus  driver  who  credits 
his  survival  to  the  "charity  of  people  who 
responded  to  his  requests  for  assistance." 
never  harassed  anyone. 

Also  under  the  old  law.  Father  Thomas 
Flowers,  who  provided  food  to  the  hungry 
in  U.N.  Plaza,  was  also  arrested  twice  for 
asking  passers-by,  "Help  us  feed  the  home- 
less hungry." 

The  majority  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors, including  Achtenberg.  Alioto,  Britt. 
Hallinan.  Gonzalez.  Kennedy.  Shelley  and 
Migden  oppose  the  measure.  Supervisor 
Roberta  Achtenberg  termed  the  it  "a 
mishmosh  of  empty  catch-words. ..created 
for  two  cynical  reasons — one,  to  increase 


ihe  polarization  between  those  who  are  poor 
and  those  who  are  not;  and  two.  to  increase 
the  turnout  of  San  Francisco's  more  conser- 
vative voters." 

Aside  from  its  questionable  constitu- 
tionality, there  are  other  reasons  to  vole 
against  Proposition  J. 

**  It  is  unnecessary  since  truly  threat- 
ening, intimidating  or  coercive  panhandling 
is  already  illegal. 

**  It  is  so  vague  that  it  could  be  used 
against  anyone  who  "requests"  any  "  thing 
of  value."  Further,  it  applies  not  only  to 
aggressive  "demands."  but  also  to  "requests" 
if  made  while  "closely  following"  some- 
one, but  "closely"  is  not  defined. 

**  It  will  generate  litigation  at  the 
expense  of  taxpayers.  Even  now.  the  city  is 
appealing  the  Blair  decision.  If  the  city 
wins.  Proposition  I  will  be  unnecessary  II 
ihe  city  loses,  Proposition  J  would  probably 
be  invalid. 

**  Its  penalties  are  unrealistic.  If  poor 
people  are  sentenced  to  San  Francisco's 
already  overcrowded  jails — who  will  be 
released  from  jail  to  make  room  for  them?  It 
is  even  more  absurd  to  impose  a  $500  fine 
on  a  destitute  person. 

**  Prop  J  will  divert  scarce  law  en- 
forcement resources  away  from  serious 
crimes.  Former  Police  Chief  Frank  Jordan 
himself  had  said  being  homeless  was  not  a 
crime  and  warned  against  wasting  police 
resources  better  utilized  against  serious 
crimes.  Now  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  seems 
too  willing  toexploit  public  frustrations  and 
fears  by  proposing  a  law  criminalizing  the 
poor. 

Victor  Homg.  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Tenderloin's  Hospitality 
House,  does  not  support  the  measure:  "Just 
because  some  people  feel  hounded.'  is  no 
excuse  to  treat  other  people  like  dogs. 
Propositon  J  represents  the  triumph  of  fear 
over  compassion — I  urge  you  to  vote  NO." 

(Editor's  Note:  This  article  by  Elaine  Elinson 
originally  appeared  in  the  ACLU  News.| 


*For  more  election  information,  see 

paxes  7  and  1 1 . 


♦  The  College  has  been  removed  from  academic  probation. 

♦  Administrative  costs  have  been  cut  by  50%,  while 
enrollment  has  increased  by  40%. 

♦  Vocational  programs  and  minority  student  retention  programs 
have  achieved  success  rates  that  exceed  90%. 


He  JU^lkes  the  Differ ejstcje  i 

Robert  Varni 

COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  BOARD 


Paid  foi  i>v         Committed  to  •<«■  i  i«:<  i  Robori  V;» 


10  o^WrVft-MKU  rm 


Supervisorial  Candidates  Grilled  in  TL 

by  Tenderloin  Times  Staffers 


Overwhelmingly  representing  the  left 
and  center  of  the  political  spectrum,  10 
candidates  for  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  out  of  26  invited— including 
three  of  the  f  ve  incumbents  running— spoke 
on  the  issues  of  housing  and  homelessness 
before  two  dozen  advocates  and  residents  at 
the  Dorothy  Day  Community  Center  last 
October  14. 

The  public  forum,  sponsored  by  the 
San  Francisco  Coalition  on  Homelessness, 
attempted  to  interject  poverty  issues  into 
the  local  races  for  Supervisor  as  well  as  to 
make  the  candidates  more  accessible  to 
similarly  concerned  voters. 

Moderated  by  Examiner  columnist 

Where  the  Candidates 


Stephanie  Sailer,  the  night  began  with  can- 
didate Jose  Medina,  a  St.  Anthony  board 
member  and  former  police  commissioner, 
who  said  that  as  a  commissioner  he  helped 
pass  a  resolution  ensuring  homeless  people 
the  same  constitutional  protections  as  any 
other  citizen. 

"One  of  the  First  pieces  of  legislation  I 
will  introduce  will  be  affordable  housing 
for  employed  homeless  people,"  said 
Medina,  the  only  one  throughout  the  whole 
evening  who  committed  himself  to  a  spe- 
cific initiative.  "Even  if  it's  a  nominal 
amount  they  pay,  they  need  to  have  a  certain 
amount  of  privacy  and  to  maintain  their 
dignity." 

Lorin  Rosemond  had  little  specific  ini- 
tiatives for  the  poor  other  than  requiring  a 


30-day  residency  before  people  received 
General  Assistance  to  prevent  San  Fran- 
cisco from  becoming  a  magnet.  He  did  add, 
however,  that  "we're  putting  a  Band- Aid  on 
a  gushing  wound." 

Sue  Bierman.a  planningcommissioner 
since  1976,  supported  and  approved  the 
very  complex  for  the  elderly  where  the 
candidate's  night  was  held  and  is  generally 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  getting  the  Tender- 
loin rezoned  to  protect  its  residential  char- 
acter. A  vocal  supporter  of  vacancy  and  rent 
control,  she  also  defends  the  right  of  Food 
not  Bombs  to  feed  the  poor  without  harass- 
ment. 

"I  supported  both  large  shelters,"  she 
said,  referring  to  the  two  multiservice  cen- 
ters built  under  the  Agnos  years  that  to- 
gether shelter  about  425  homeless  people 
each  night.  "But  many  people  can't  make  it 
in  those  shelters,"  she  added.  'They  need 


their  own  space,  no  matter  how  small  it  is." 

"They  need  a  room  of  their  own." 

Bierman  added  that  she  is  working 
with  the  national  Democratic  Party  because, 
"The  city  can't  do  it  alone,"  mentioning  the 
host  of  problems  that  will  take  a  national 
response,  including  AIDS,  menial  illness, 
and  homelessness. 

Incumbent  Supervisor  Willie  Kennedy 
stood  on  her  record,  declaring  that  "I've 
been  a  friend  of  the  homeless  in  this  city." 
She  cited  the  hearings  she  called  on 
homelessness  and  the  subsequent  actions 
she  has  taken  on  their  behalf.  She  pointed  to 
her  support  of  the  sidewalk  selling  of  do- 
nated clothing  and  other  articles,  her  seek- 
ing to  increase  the  number  of  representative 
payees  for  more  people  to  use,  her 
encourgement  of  private  homes  to  take  in 
homeless  people  and  her  on-going  review 
of  whether  the  Private  Industry  Council  can 


continued  on  page  19 

Stand  on  Affordable  Housing,  Homelessness  &  Economic  Development 


ON 

HOMELESSNESS 

TERENCE 
HALI.1N  AN 

\1  VRIA  MARTINEZ: 

JOSE  MEDINA: 

LORIN  ROSEMOND: 

(  LEVI  JONES 

SUE  BIERMAN: 

ANGELA  ALIOTO: 

Do  you  support 
Proposition  "J"? 
Why? 

Opposes  Prop.  J. 

NO!  Docs  not  support 

the  panhandling  law 

Opposes  Prop.  J. 

Opposes  Prop  .1 

Opposes  Prop.  J. 

Opposes  Prop.  J. 

Submitted  argument  in 
voters  handbook. 

Opposes  Prop  J 

What  should  be  the 
police's  role  in  dealing 
with  the  homeless? 

Police  should  deal 
with  homeless 

people  as  the)  deal 
with  everyone 

The  police's  role 
should  be  one  of  giving 
information  and 
assistance  to  the 
homeless  on  places  to 
sleep  and  eat. 

Homelessness 
not  a  crime. 

|  blank) 

Police  should  not  treat 
homeless  people 
diflerently. 

Economic  condition, 
not  a  police  problem 

Homelessness  is  not  .i 
police  problem. 

What  alternatives  to 
panhandling  w  ill  you 
propose/support? 

Job  training  and 
Transitional 
housing. 

Jobs;  integrate  people 
back  into  society. 

Jobs. 

Support  food 
(Berkeley  type) 
vouchers. 

Services. 

Employment  training  is 
primary  alternative  to 
panhandling. 

Job  training  & 
placement  as 

alternatives  to 
panhandling. 

Should  people  be 
arrested  for  sleeping 
outdoors? 

No. 

No.  people  should  not 
be  arrested  for 
sleeping  outdoors. 

No. 

People  should  not  be 
arrested  for  sleeping 
outdoors. 

No. 

If  the  city  fails  to 
provide  non-jail 
sleeping  quarters,  police 
should  not  arrest 
people. 

People  should  not  be 
arrested  for  sleeping 
outdoors. 

ON  EMERGENCY 
SERVICES: 

Would  you  suggest 
more  shelters  as  a 
viable  solution  to 
homelessness? 

More  shelters  may 
be  necessary,  but 

would  prefer 
funding  housing. 

Shelters  are  a  step 
towards  permanent 
housing.  Suggests 
more  but  not  as  a  way 

Yes. 

Supports  more 
shelters. 

Not  as  a  solution, 
but  as  a  short-term 
measure. 

Shelters  are  not  a 
solution,  but  may  be 
needed  in  specific 
populations. 

Shelters  are  a  solution 
only  for  a  short  term. 

We  need  training, 
housing  &  rehabilition 

of  life  for  people. 

programs. 

What  ideas  do  you 
propose  for  creating 
affordable  housing? 
What  resources  would 
you  draw  on? 

Incentives  to 
private  developers: 
use  Presidio; 
increase  transfer 

tax  to  fund 
housing;  legalize 
in-law  units. 

Proposes  that  housing 
be  affordable  for  those 
who  only  make  the 
minimum  hourly 
wage;  supports  tax 
credits  to  apartment 
owners  who  provide 
affordable  housing. 

Support  non- 
profits; hire 
homeless  people  to 
rehabilitate  units; 
lax  businesses. 

Federal  &  private 
sector  resources 

Support  community 
non-profit  housing 
developers. 

Would  continue  to  work 
with  CCHO  to  dev  ise 

new  funding  and 
address  neighborhood 
opposition  iii  order  to 
create  housing. 

Coordinate  private 
sector  funds  & 
properties;  encourage 
developers  to  include 
affordable  units  in  all 
developments. 

What  measures  do  you 
suggest  to  preserve  the 
existing  low-income 
housing  stock, 
including  Single 
Room  Occupancy 
hotels? 

Restrict  condo 
conversions 

Enforce  rent  controls  to 
maintain  low  income 
housing  stock;  rooms 

must  be  made  liveable. 

More  vigorous 
enforcement  of 
Residential  Housing 

Conversion 
Ordinance  (RHCO) 
&  condo  conversion 
laws. 

Less  condo  conver- 
sions; strengthen 
RHCO. 

Oppose  all  measures 

which  reduces 
affordable  housing 
stock. 

While  on  Planning 
Commission,  supported 
Tenderloin.  South  of 
Market  &  Chinatown 
re-zoning  and  RHCO; 
opposed  Hastings  & 
supports  Prop.  A. 

City  Hall  must  work 
with  private  sector  to 
fund  Board  &  care  & 
supportive  housing. 

Do  you  support 
vacancy  control  with  a 
4-7%  cap? 

Supports  vacancy 
control,  but  not 
registration  of 
rents. 

Supports  rent  & 
vacancy  control. 

Yes 

Supports  vacancy 
control  with  registra- 
tion of  rents  and  4-79r 
caps. 

Yes. 

Supported  last  vacancy 
control  initiative  and 
will  continue  to  do  so. 

Supports  vacancy 
control. 

WELFARE  & 
INCOME  MAINTE- 
NANCE: 


If  Proposition  165 
passes,  counties  will 
no  longer  be  required 
to  provide  General 

Assistance.  As 
Supervisor,  how  will 
you  deal  with  that 
situation? 

Opposes  any  CUt 
in  G.A. 

Would  fight  to  repeal 
this  law. 

(blank) 

Supports  31 -Day 
residency  require- 
ment for  G.A. 

Opposes  1 65  and 
any  cuts  in  G.A. 

Supports  continuation 
of  G.A.  even  if  165 
passes. 

Will  support  continua- 
tion of  G.A. 

VOCATIONAL  & 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT: 

What  role  do  you 
propose  for  the  City  in 
assisting  people  to 
obtain  and  maintain 
work? 

Coordinate  non- 
profits. 

[blank] 

[blankl 

(blank) 

Supports  job 
training  in 

M.S.C.s. 

As  Planning  Commis- 
sioner, supported 
requirements  that 
commercial  developers 
train  &  hire  local 
residents.  Supports 
training  &  placement 
programs  called  for  in 
Prop.  "M". 

Need  point  person  in 
Mayor"s  Office  to 

coordinate  non-profit 
service  providers. 

*The  chart  above  is  an  excerpted  version  of  one  created  by  the  San  Francisco  Coalition  on  Homelessness.  It  compiles  the  survey  responses  of  the  seven 
candidates  who  answered  the  survey.  The  19  other  candidates  running  failed  to  respond  to  the  survey,  according  to  COH.  * 


Community  Solutions  to 

Conversations  with  Tendc 


"In  the  final 
analysis,  these 
problems  still 
exist  just  be- 
cause the 
authorities  lack 
the  determina- 
tion to  solve 
them." 


Thien  Huvnh 


Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 


h\  Janice  Hui 

Touring  the  Tenderloin  with  a  visi- 
tor. Midge  Wilson  stops  in  front  of 
a  narrow  vacant  lot  sandwiched 
between  two  buildings  on  Ellis  Street.  "Right 
now,  this  alley  is  used  as  a  community 
bathroom,  a  shooting  gallery,  a  big  garbage 
area,"'  she  says,  pointing  to  the  tattered 
blankets,  empty  beer  cans  and  crumpled 
newspapers. 

Nevertheless,  Wilson  has  high  hopes 
for  this  filthy  lot:  she  wants  to  work  with 
others  to  transform  it  into  a  mini-park  com- 
plete with  box  gardens. 

Where  others  may  see  despair,  Wilson 
sees  hope  and  opportunity  for  change.  As 
executivedirectorof  the  Bay  Area  Women's 
Resource  Center,  a  non-profit  agency  for 
low -income  women,  children  and  families 
located  on  Leavenworth  Street,  she  has 
been  a  tireless  advocate  for  the  Tenderloin 
for  the  past  nine  years. 

When  Wilson  talks  about  the  Tender- 
loin, she  speaks  as  both  an  advocate  and  a 
resident.  She  has  lived  in  the  neighborhood 
for  1 2  years.  "If  you  don't  live  here  and  are 
not  part  of  the  community,  it's  hard  to 
understand  how  a  place  that  looks  crime- 
ridden  and  dirty  from  the  outside  can  be 


"If  you  look  at 
various  schools  in 
the  city,  you'll  see 
that  they  become 
community  centers, 
places  where  there 
are  a  lot  of  after- 
school  activities, 
clinics,  parent 
programs,"  she 
says.  "The  Tender- 
loin loses  out  on  a 
lot  of  resources 
because  we  don't 
have  a  school." 


home,"  she  says.  "But  this  is  home  to  a  lot 
of  us." 

Overcoming  the  negative  stereotype  of 
the  Tenderloin  is  one  of  the  neighborhood '  s 
biggest  challenges,  Wilson  says.  "So  many 
people  look  at  the  Tenderloin  and  say,  'Why 
do  people  stay  there?  Why  don't  they  just 
raze  everything,  clean  up,  and  start  over?' 
That  makes  me  very  angry,"  she  says.  "They 
don't  see  the  seniors  who  have  lived  here  for 
years,  the  families  who  have  moved  in,  the 
kind  of  community  building  that's  gone  on 
for  many  years." 

The  Census  Bureau  has  consistently 
undercounted  the  number  of  people  living 
in  the  Tenderloin,  according  to  Wilson. 
While  census  figures  show  there  are  3,000 
children  living  here,  a  door-to-door  survey 
conducted  by  the  center  each  year  says  the 
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number  is  more  like  4.000.  Some  residents 
apparently  misled  census  takers  because 
they  were  afraid  to  reveal  the  actual  number 
of  people  living  in  their  apartment,  which  is 
sometimes  up  to  a  dozen. 

Armed  with  the  new  data  each  year, 
Wilson  and  other  neighborhood  advocates 
lobby  government  officials  for  more  ser- 
vices for  Tenderloin  children  and  families, 
such  as  day  care  and  Head  Start  programs. 
"Some  people  didn't  even  know  there  were 
children  in  the  Tenderloin."'  Wilson  says. 

High  on  her  wish  list  is  a  public  school 
for  the  neighborhood.  Because  there  isn't 
one.  1. 200  elementary  school  children  are 
bused  to  42  different  schools  outside  the 
Tenderloin,  some  as  far  away  as  Treasure 
Island.  Wilson  is  convinced  that  a  school 
could  greatly  benefit  the  neighborhood.  if 
you  look  at  various  schools  in  the  city, 
you'll  see  that  they  become  community 
centers,  places  where  there  are  a  lot  of  after- 
school  activities,  clinics,  parent  programs." 
she  says.  "The  Tenderloin  loses  out  on  a  lot 
of  resources  because  we  don't  have  a 
school." 

While  the  battles  have  loomed  large, 
there  have  been  successes.  Seven  years 
ago.  there  was  only  one  child-care  center  in 
the  Tenderloin;  today,  there  are  five.  And 
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after  eight  years  of  fundraising,  testifying  at 
public  hearings,  and  negotiating  with  city 
officials,  construction  of  the  multi-million 
dollar  Tenderloin  Children's  Playground  is 
underway  on  Ellis  Street,  where  a  state- 
owned  garage  used  to  be.  The  park  is 
designed  exclusively  for  school-age  kids: 
visitors  will  have  to  walk  through  a  build- 
ing, which  will  be  staffed  by  a  city  em- 
ployee, and  there  will  be  few  benches  and 
no  grass  in  the  park.  Says  Wilson,  "It's  not 
going  to  be  a  comfortable  area  for  adults  to 
just  hang  out." 

While  Wilson  admits  progress  has  been 
slow,  she  feels  anything  but  defeated.  "I 
have  come  to  believe  that  there  are  things 
that  can  change  and  they  can  change  for  the 
better."  she  says.  "But  the  way  that  happens 
is  by  believing  in  it  and  taking  one  step  at  a 
time." 


b)  KacHoaiTran 

From  his  storefront  on  Geary  Street, 
Vietnamese  newsmagazine  pub- 
lisher Thien  Huynh  views  a  world 
of  the  Tenderloin  that  he  wishes  he  didn't 
have  to  see. 

"Drug  abuse,  drug  dealing,  and  prosti- 
tution are  ugly  pictures  in  the  Tenderloin," 
says  Huynh,  who  publishes  the  weekly 
newsmagazine  Mo. 

Crime  on  the  streets  often  spills  over 
into  Huynh  "s  bookstore,  where  his  maga- 
zine is  published,  and  his  business  sutlers 
for  it.  He  points  to  instances  in  which  drunken 
panhandlers  and  prostitutes  have  come  into 
his  store  and  driven  away  customers. 
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"A 


sacommunity.ourNo.  I  prob- 
lem is  the  lack  of  effective 
leadership."  says  Bryan  Boyd, 
the  52-year-old  fiery  activist  for  homeless 
people  who  heads  up  a  nonprofit  that  ad- 
dresses the  needs  of  homeless  people.  "We 
have  no  real  leaders  who  really  lay  out  the 
problems  we  face,  just  figureheads  who  talk 
toother  figureheads  at  City  Hall  while  time 
passes  and  nothing  gets  done." 

Gesturing  emphatically.  Boyd  further 
explains  his  blunt  opinion.  "Look.  I'm  will- 
ing to  work  with  anyone  who  tells  the  truth 
about  problems  and  how  best  to  solve  them. 
But  a  lot  of  groups  are  worried  about  not 
offending  their  funders  or  fear  that  politi- 
cians or  bureaucrats  won't  give  them  the 
time  of  day  if  their  policy  or  program  is 
criticized  for  being  too  little,  too  late,  or  too 
stupid,"  he  says. 

As  board  president  of  the  Homeless 
Task  Force,  the  city's  oldest  and  only  orga- 
nization of  homeless  and  formerly  home- 
less people.  Boyd  often  advises  and  argues 


Huynh  is  critical  of  how  the  police  arc 
dealing  with  crime. 

"The  neighborhood  has  neverbeen  safe 
and  is  more  unsafe  now."  he  says  'Many 
apartments  have  been  vacated  and  many 
Vietnamese  restaurants,  especially  the  ones 
On  Jones  and  Leavenworth  streets,  do  not 
have  much  business  any  more.  Owners  are 
voicing  their  complaints "  among  themselves 
and  to  their  customers,  says  Huynh. 

Huynh  says  he  sees  safety  as  the  No.  I 
problem  confronting  the  Tenderloin,  and 
says  he  believes  that  more  police  should  be 
assigned  to  walk  the  Tenderloin  beat. 

"I  used  to  see  police  officers  patrolling 
the  streets  by  foot,"  says  Huynh.  "That 
made  people  feel  safe.  But  I  don't  see  too 

loin. 

"Our  sidewalk  vendors,  who  are  being 
cited  two  or  three  times  a  day.  should  be 
helped  into  getting  a  storefront  so  they  be- 
come a  legitimate  business.  Get  a  big 
minimal]  here,  so  shops  from  different  cul- 
tures can  be  opened  for  tourists,  people 
from  other  neighborhoods.  Set  up  a  non- 
profit that  does  nothing  but  employ  home- 
less people  to  fix  up  these  old  broken-down 
hotels  and  businesses  and  pay  them  with 
city  dollars  or  money  from  banks  or  corpo- 
rations." 

Boyd  continues  to  outline  his  vision  of 
a  better  Tenderloin  by  listing  other  ideas  in 
his  rapid-fire  delivery.  "Why  can't  we  get 
the  city  to  build  us  a  school,  a  big  cultural 
center  with  auditoriums,  workshop  areas, 
gymnasiums,  things  that  bring  people  to- 
gether? We  have  people  from  outside  our 
neighborhood  who  come  and  volunteer  at 
St.  Anthony's,  Glide  Church.  These  are 
people  with  businesses,  brains,  money,  and 
ideas.  Why  aren't  we,  as  one  big  commu- 
nity, bringing  them  all  together  to  meet  us 
and  help  us  at  a  community  convention?"  he 
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with  city  officials  over  poverty  policies  and 
programs.  He  also  supervises  a  volunteer 
staff  at  HTF  that  helps  75  to  1 00  homeless 
and  housed  poor  people  each  day.  As  a 
member  of  the  City's  Shelter  Advisory 
Committee,  he  is  helping  hammer  out  a 
grievance  and  advocacy  program  within  the 
shelters  so  that  people  who  are  86'd  (asked 
to  leave)  have  a  way  to  resolve  their  griev- 
ances. Locally.  Boyd  attends  the  monthly 
Crime  Abatement  meetings — in  part  to 
watchdog  how  the  homeless  are  being  seen 
by  the  cross  section  of  the  Tenderloin  com- 
munity— and  in  part  to  help  find  ideas  to 
rebuild  the  community.  Boyd  also  attends 
almost  every  meeting  of  the  police  commis- 
sion, functioning  as  the  eyes  and  ears  and 
spokesperson  of  the  many  homeless  people 
who  are  harassed  by  the  police. 

As  a  result,  Boyd  has  a  concrete  and 
detailed  vision  about  the  Tenderloin,  its 
problems,  and  how  to  make  change  happen. 

Boyd  paces  the  room,  concentrating. 
He  takes  a  deep  breath,  and  starts.  "We  have 
a  lot  of  small  businesses  here  who  are  carry- 
ing the  risk  of  investing  in  a  poor  neighbor- 
hood while  City  Hall  just  watches.  City  Hall 
should  give  them  money  support,  technical 
assistance.  It  should  be  talking  to  big  corpo- 
rations, foundations,  churches  to  persuade 
them  to  invest  their  resources  in  the  Tender- 
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asks. 

In  a  sense,  he  answers  his  own  ques- 
tion. "We  can  get  more  money  for  develop- 
ment and  more  involved  in  decisions  affect- 
ing us  as  a  neighborhood  if  we  worked 
together."  says  Boyd.  "Instead,  we  have 
individual  groups  calling  a  meeting,  then 
going  off  about  problems.  Everything  said 
is  negative,  people  just  yelling  that  they  are 
against  this,  against  [drug]  dealing,  against 
crime. 

"Why  not  get  together  to  fight  for  some- 
thing instead  of  complaining?"  asks  Boyd. 
Then  he  characteristically  finds  an  answer 
to  his  own  question.  The  community  is  too 
socially  and  politically  fragmented,  says 
Boyd,  which  ultimately  means  the  Tender- 
loin doesn't  speak  with  a  united  voice.  He 
points  out  that  the  Southeast  Asian  commu- 
nity is  rarely  involved  in  neighborhood 
meetings  or  advocacy  with  City  Hall.  The 
Middle  Eastern  small  business  owners,  the 
seniors  living  in  residential  hotels,  and  the 
growing  number  of  Hispanic  people  do  not 
talk  together  or  unite  behind  issues  or  prob- 
lems they  share. 

"We  need  jobs,  places  for  the  mentally 
ill  to  get  off  the  streets,  the  addicted  in 
programs  with  housing,"  says  Boyd,  wind- 
ing up  for  the  crescendo.  "We  need  to  tell 
City  Hall  that,  and  we  aren't." 
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many  officers  any  more." 

The  SFPD's  Tenderloin  Task  Force  has 
60  officers  assigned  to  the  Tenderloin.  But 
because  of  high  overtime  costs  and  injuries 
to  officers,  the  number  walking  a  beat  has 
dwindled  by  as  much  as  30  percent,  accord- 
ing to  Lt.  Tom  Carew  of  the  Tenderloin 
Task  Force.  Today,  an  average  of  six  offic- 
ers walk  a  beat  in  the  central  city.  On  good 
days,  there  may  be  as  many  as  1 0.  On  bad 
days  there  are  as  few  as  three  walking  a  beat. 

The  police  department,  obviously 
stretched,  could  do  a  lot  more  with  the  help 
of  the  community,  says  Huynh.  suggesting 
that  the  neighborhood  establish  block  cap- 
tains who  will  keep  a  watch  on  crime.  '  There 
should  be  meetings  instructing  neighbors 
how  they  can  help  each  other  whenever 
there  is  trouble."  says  Huynh. 

More  neighborhood  involvement  is 
necessary  before  the  Tenderloin  will  see 
better  days,  because,  "in  the  final  analysis." 
argues  Huynh.  "these  problems  still  exist 
because  the  authorities  jusl  lack  the  deter- 
mination to  solve  them." 

And  if  the  Tenderloin  were  more  united, 
maybe  residents  could  demand  action  or  at 
least  team  up  together  to  put  a  lid  on  crime. 
But  the  Tenderloin,  says  Huynh.  suffers 
from  being  fractured,  and  could  greatly 
benefit  if  people  of  all  different  ethnicities 
and  backgrounds  would  work  together. 

"There  has  never  been  much  coopera- 
tion among  different  ethnic  minority  groups 
in  the  Tenderloin."  said  Huynh,  adding, 
"there  should  be  regular  meetings  and  shared 
activities  among  these  groups  to  promote 
sympathy  and  understanding." 

by  Vandy  Sivongsay 


"I 


am  very  concerned  about  the  fu- 
ture of  the  youth  and  the  kids  in  this 
neigborhood.  They  see  bad  ex- 
amples of  crime:  stealing,  burglary  and  drug 
dealing."  says  Khamtorm  Soyvira.  He  cites 
a  1 6-year-old  Lao  young  man  who  got  caught 
up  in  drug  abuse  because  of  the  example  he 
saw  on  the  sireets.  As  a  consequence,  the 
high  school  student  did  not  do  his  home- 
work and  ended  up  dropping  out  of  school. 
Many  parents  cannot  teach  their  children 
because  they  cannot  understand  the  English 
classroom  assignments  that  their  children 
bring  home  from  school.  "To  resolve  the 
problems  of  the  youth.  I  think  that  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco  should  fund 
Southeast  Asian  communities — each  of 
them — to  do  parental  education."  says 
Soyvira.  "The  Lao  mutual  assistance  asso- 
ciation, Lao  Seri.  should  be  able  to  do  more 
to  serve  the  Laotian  community." 

1  would  also  like  to  suggest  that  com- 
munity organizations  design  special  pro- 
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ore  than  a  decade  ago.  the 
Tenderloin  changed  its  face. 
,  becoming  known  as  a  village 
for  Southeast  Asian  immigrants — war  refu- 
gees from  Cambodia.  Laos,  and  Vietnam" 
says  43-year-old  Kim  Chea.  who  for  the 
past  seven  years  has  been  the  owner  of  the 
Eddy  Street  Cambodian  grocery,  the 
Battambang  Market.  According  to  Kim,  he 
and  his  compatriots  chose  to  live  in  the 
Tenderloin  10  years  ago  because  the  rent 
was  cheaper  and  the  community  welcomed 
them  more  than  any  other  neighborhood  in 
San  Francisco. 

"As  you  know.  Asian  families  are  big 
and  the  city's  law  on  housing  was  strict  on 
how  many  tenants  could  move  in."  says 
Kim.  "But  in  the  Tenderloin,  it  didn't  mat- 
ter." 

For  the  Tenderloin's  tolerance,  the  prize 
has  been  a  mix  of  people  who  retain  the 
flavors  of  their  old  country.  "Today,  people 
walk  on  the  street  and  speak  their  own 
language."  says  Kim.  "They  put  on  their 
own  traditional  costumes  and  eat  their  own 
food." 

"People  (here)  are  very  close  to  one 
another;  we  [Cambodians |  help  each  other 
under  the  leadership  that  we  have  in  the 
community."  says  Kim. 

But  sometimes  that  cohesiveness  is  mis- 
read, he  adds. 

"Some  people  say  that  Asians  came  to 
the  United  States  to  take  over  their  busi- 
nesses." says  Kim.  "We  don 't  want  to  cause 
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IF  I  WERE  MAYOR  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO... 


"/  would  make  homes  for  the  homeless  because  thex 
are  human  jusl  like  us  and  w  e  should  treat  them  just  like 
other  people  in  this  world  and  make  them  work  a  little  so 
they  can  get  some  food  to  eat  and  that  way  there  wdl  he  no 
homeless  in  the  Tenderloin 

— Nilu  Singh.  12  years  old 

"/  would  order  some  people  to  dean  the  Streets  "I  the 
Tenderloin  because  the  sireets  are  dirty  and  smelly  f'eople 
throw  garbage  in  the  streets  and  they  don't  throw  the 
garbage  in  the  trash  can.  That's  why  the  Tenderloin  is  so 
dirty  I  would  like  to  order  some  polit  emeu  tO  the  Tender- 
loin I  would  charge  people  $10  each  time  they  throw 
garbage  m  the  streets. 

Also,  there  are  mans  homeless  sleeping  on  the  street. 
Noone  would  like  to  he  homeless  lj  I  WOS  mayor,  I  would 
like  to  find  jobs  for  them  So  they  will  have  money  to  pa)  for 
food  and  for  rem  And  not  be  homeless  That's  why  [I 
would  J  build  some  houses  and  find  the  /obs  for  the  home- 
less." 

— Yueh  Li  Lee,  12  years  old 

"I  would  provide  jobs  and  build  homes  for  the 
Tenderloin  f  irst.  I  w  ould  define  homelessness-  w  hy  are 
they  homeless,  what  makes  them  homeless,  and  how  <  an  I 
help  them?  Also.  I  have  to  find  out  where  do  they  need  help. 
Provide  jobs  or  build  homes  ?  If  they  need  /obs.  I  would  try 
to  get  as  many  as  they  want.  If  they  need  homes.  I  would 
build  as  many  as  I  could  " 

— Benjamin  Huang.  14  years  old 


grams  that  offer  young  people  jobs  after 
school  (for  high  school  and  middle  school 
students)  instead  of  leaving  them  to  hang 
around  between  5  and  6  p.m..  when  they  see 
bad  examples  on  the  street." 

Another  problem  facing  Southeast 
Asian  residents  in  the  Tenderloin  is  poor 
housing:  a  Laotian  family  usually  has  at 
least  three  people  in  it.  But  because  many 
live  with  extended  families,  many  Laotians 
are  living  more  than  five  people  to  a  studio. 
"Many  of  those  low-income  families  apply 
for  Section  8  housing  and  wait  six  and  seven 
years  and  yet  still  get  no  subsidized  hous- 
ing." 

In  regards  to  crime  and  drug  dealing — 
I  think  the  best  solution  would  be  for  the 
police  department  to  recruit  Southeast  Asian 
police  officers  to  patrol  the  neighborhood." 
says  Khmatorm. 

Because  of  the  language  barrier.  South- 
east Asians  find  it  difficult  to  communicate 
with  the  police  and  they  don't  report  any 
crime  activity.  I  don't  think  the  conven- 
tional cops  can  solve  the  problems." 
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"Some  people 
say  that  Asians 
came  to  the 
United  States  to 
take  over  their 
businesses," 
says  Kim.  "We 
don't  want  to 
cause  any 
trouble  at  all;  we 
came  here  look- 
ing for  peace — 
we  only  want  to 
live  a  normal 
life." 


Kim  Chca 

any  trouble  at  all;  we  came  here  looking  for 
peace — we  only  want  to  live  a  normal  life." 

A  "normal  life"  is  hardly  what  those 
seeking  refuge  found.  Particularly  in  the 
last  couple  of  years,  says  Kim,  the  problems 
in  the  Tenderloin  have  worsened,  espe- 
cially hurting  small  businesses  based  here. 
Crime  has  taken  such  a  bite  that  some  own- 
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ers  have  spent  extra  money  erecting  iron 
gates  to  protect  their  storefront  windows 
and  doors  from  people  breaking  them. 

Kim  also  says  that  he  has  heard  rumors 
that  armed  robbers  have  targeted  Ellis  Street 
stores  in  recent  months.  Some  houses  have 
been  broken  into,  he  says,  and  there  have 
been  two  or  three  drive-by  shootings  this 


year.  Many  people,  especially  seniors,  con- 
tinue to  be  afraid  to  go  out  alone. 

Such  a  volatile  situation  may  dram  the 
neighborhood  of  some  of  its  treasures — 
families,  children  and  businesses — warns 
Kim.  "I  haven't  seen  an>  businesses  closing 
yet.  except  one  on  Leavenworth  Street.  But 
I  know  there  are  more  people  moving  out 
from  this  neighborhood  and  more  families 
will  leave." 

Kim  explains  that  people  flee  the  neigh- 
borhood lor  a  mix  of  reasons.  First,  crime 
never  stops  and  drug  dealing  is  on  the  rise. 
Second,  the  condition  of  some  buildings  is 
bad.  and  with  the  increase  in  the  size  of  their 
families,  immigrants  can't  all  fit  into  the 
tiny  studios  they  rented  years  ago.  In  the 
future,  these  problems  could  pose  a  threat  to 
all  businesses  in  the  Tenderloin.  "And  if  the 
businesses  close,  the  Tenderloin  will  be  in 
big  trouble."  Kim  concludes. 

But  Kim  still  holds  hope  for  the  Ten- 
derloin he  has  chosen  as  his  home.  He 
believes  that  "before  it  is  too  late  we  have  to 
work  together  to  make  up  a  plan  to  heal  the 
Tenderloin;  we  have  to  help  clean  up  the 
neighborhood  and  make  our  streets  safer  for 
families  and  children,  and  especially  for  our 
seniors.  All  leaders  have  to  work  closely 
with  each  other  as  a  team  to  lead  the  com- 
munity and  to  build  more  affordable  and 
secure  family  housing. 

"People  have  to  get  to  know  one  an- 
other," says  Kim.  "When  we  know  each 
other,  then  the  Tenderloin  becomes  a  vil- 
lage where  we  can  look  after  one  another 
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Food  Page 


meal  ticket 


Fancy  Island  -  434  Larkin 
St.  Cafeteria-Style  restau- 
rant serVing  American 
breakfasts  and  Chinese 
lunches  and  dinners.  Nine 
breakfast  specials  come 
with  free  coffee  or  tea.  And 
steamtableChinese  lunches 
come  with  free  soup  and 
jello.  The  most  popular 
dishes  include  Chinese 
Spicy  Mongolian  Beef, 
Kung  Pao  Chicken.  No 
MSG.  Price  range:  $.90- 
$3.75.  Open  7  days  a  week. 
Hours  Mon-Fri.,  6  a.m. -6 
p.m.;  Sat.,  7  a.m. -3:30  p.m.; 
Sun.,8a.m.-2p.m.77l-2739. 

Pink  flamingo  -  448 

Larkin  St.  Vietnamese  and 
Chinese  food  from  mild  to 
spicy.  Specialties  include 
red  snapper  in  black  bean 
and  ginger  sauce,  chicken 
in  coconut  curry,  and  beef 
kebabs  and  imperial  rolls. 
Vegetarian  dishes  served  as 
well.  Price  range:  lunch  and 
dinner  from  $2.95-$6.50. 
Open  Mon-Sat.,  10  a.m.-9 
p.m.  885-0965. 

Cafe  Central  -  220 Golden 
Gate  Avenue.  A  small  cafe 
in  the  mezzanine  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.  The  cafe  serves 
complete  breakfasts,  daily 
lunch  specials  and  home- 
made soups  and  bread,  ev- 
erything from  Tomato  Ba- 
sil to  Clam  Chowder.  Also 
boasts  a  salad  bar.  Break- 
fast &  lunch  start  from  $1 .25 

-  $3.75.  Open  Mon-Fri.,  7:30 
am-  2:00  p.m.  885-0460. 

India  Gifts  and  Foods  - 

907  Post  St.  Indian  grocer- 
ies, gifts,  music  tapes.  Deli 
serves  hot  entrees  such  as 
chicken  curry,  lamb 
Roghan  Josh,  Lentils,  chick 
peas.  Price  range:  $2.99- 
$3.99.  Open  daily,  11  am-7 
pm  771-5041. 

Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe 

-  522  Jones  Street.  Dishes 
from  scratch  and  fresh  to 
order,  including  straw- 
berry pancakes,  yogurt, 
juices,  coffee  and  soup. 
Lunch  specials  offer  pizzas, 
pastas  and  more.  Senior  dis- 
count menu  is  available 
from  9:30am  -  11am.  Price 
range:  $1.25  -  $8.  Open  7 
days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All  day 
breakfasts.  Sat.  and  Sun. 
lunches  from  11:30  am  -  2 
pm  and  breakfast  from 
7am-lpm.  885-2767. 

Due  Ky  Resturant 

492  Ellis  Street.  A  top  Vote- 
getter  in  the  1989  Tender- 
loin Times  resturant  con- 
test. Items  include  catfish 
hot  &  sour  soup,  seafood 
fire  pot,  and  barbecued 
pork  over  rice.  Price  range: 
$3-  $4.75.  Open  7  days, 
9am-9pm.  928-5188. 


wnc's  net  in 
the  kitchen! 


Pholo  Jerome  Washington 
What  would  numui  say!  Willi  loppings  like  pineapple, 
apricots,  peaches,  bananas — even  apple  sauce — Bill  Alansan 
is  on  ihe  cutting  edge  of  a  brave  new  world  in  pizza  making. 
Taught  by  his  mother  at  the  age  of  12.  Alansan  is  an  old  pro 
at  the  traditional  as  well  as  the  exotic. 

Originally  from  Alia.  Italy,  a  small  Italian  coastal  town. 
Alansari  came  to  the  United  States  1 7  years  ago.  In  Minne- 
apolis. Minnesota  he  joined  up  with  his  three  brothers  and 
opened  a  Mediterranean  restaurant  specializing  in  pizza.  But 
after  12  years  of  cold  Minnesota  winds.  Alansari  decided 
he'd  had  enough. 

Three  months  ago  he  opened  the  Italy  Pizza  &  Cafe  at 
233  Ellis  Street.  Alansari  likes  his  new  location  close  to 
downtown  and  the  neighborhood.  Adorned  with  the  colors 
of  Italy,  the  pizza  parlor  is  cozy  with  the  earthy  smell  of 
warm  pie  dough.  Sit  back,  relax,  and  watch  Alansari  throw 
one  of  the  biggest  pies  in  town.  Or  call  441-0420  and  have 
one  delivered.  Watch  out  though,  at  26  inches,  you  may  have 
to  tilt  the  box  at  the  door. 

— Eric  Robertson 


GOOD  FOOD  ~ 

DIRT  CHEAP 
784  O'FARRELL 


INDIA 
GIFTS  &  FOODS 


907  Post  St. 
771-5041 


"Specializing  in 
foods  fromlndia" 

Spices  *  Pickles  *  Dalls  *  Papads 


$4.95 
Chicken  Curry 
2  Vegetable  Curries, 
Dal  I  &  Rice 


$3.95 
2  Vegetable  Curries, 
Dall  &  Rice 


"Fresh,  crisp  samosas  and  India 
sweets  avalible  everyday." 
Open  1  lam  -7pm  everyday! 


"...stroll  to  when?  gentle  people  serve  a  full  breakfast,  heavy  on 
healthy  grains  and  especially  tasty  muffins..." 

Consumer  Travel  Report 


ROttlCR 

csYaunant 


1065  Sutter  Street 
SF.  CA  94109 


Hours 

Mon.  -  Fri.  7a.m. -2p.m. 
Breakfast  and  Lunch 
Sal.  7a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 
Breakfast  Only 


Tel.  (415)  771-8929 


Inquire  about  Senior  Resident  Discount 

•Proceeds  help  support  Raphael  House  Family  Shelter. 


Advertise  on  the  food  page:  Call  776-0700 


Spend 
if/  Thanksgiving 
with  Us. 

In  our  churches,  Thanksgiving 
morning,  people  will  share  their 
gratitude  by  telling  of  healings 
and  other  proofs  they  have  had 
of  God's  Care. 

Also  hear  the  President's  Procla- 
mation, and  inspiring  Bible  Les- 
son-Sermon, along  with  uplift- 
ing hymns. 

Bring  your  entire  family;  we'd 
love  to  welcome  you. 
Child  care  provided. 

Christian  Science 
Churches  

SAN  FRANCISCO 

■  California  &  Franklin  Sts  11  AM 

■  655  Dolores  St  10:30  AM 

■  1250  Haight  St  11  AM 

■  300  Funston  Ave  10  AM 

■  450  O'FarrcIl  St  11  AM 

■  175  Junipero  Serra  Blvd  11  AM 

■  3030JudahSt  10:30  AM 


Diic  Ky  Restaurant 

fill  §3  ^ 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  •  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  co  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  seafood 


•  Lau  seafood 


•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  xao  thap  cam 

•  Canh  chua  ca  bSng  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  mu6*i 


•  Com  xudn  bi  cha 

•  Bun  cha  gio  thit  niicfng 

•  Goi  su*a  tSm 

•  Goi  ga  xe  phay 


unsvSsmtamtsss  sv  tssmmustn: 

in  w    Lt  tv 

•sutnn  {gujs  stiAnGjtfnmti 

ca  La/ 


491  ELLIS  STREET' 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


/V'      <J       *->     ft'  « 

•  vvnsvwstvtu* 
•tnwais  ss  mitnstinSui 

Open  Daily:  9.00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

(415)  928-5188 


What's  Up  and  When 


for  mar 

Chess  club  for  children  of  all  ages.  Chinese- Vietnamese. 
Japanese.  Korean  chess  and  Go  offered.  Children's  Dept.  Main 
Library.  3-6  p.m.  on  Fridays.  November  6.  13.  20.  557-4554. 
Free. 

Film  Program  for  children  three  and  older.  •Curious  George 
Goes  to  the  Hospital,''  '  Tender  Tale  of  Cinderella  Penguin,"  and 
"Ugly  Duckling"  plays  Wed..  November  IK.  10  a.m.  7  1 1  a.m. 
and  plays  again  Thurs..  November  19,  10  a.m..  1 1  a.m.  and  2 
p.m.  557-4554.  Free. 

chiLdreNV  HdLLoWeeN  happeWN1/ 
/aturddYt  October  31 

Halloween  Carnival  at  Junipero 

Serra  (300  Stonecrest  Dr.) 
Recommended  for  children  ages  12 
and  under.  Tickets  ten  cents  for 
games  or  food.  1 1 :30am.  -  4pm. 
Halloween  High  Jinks  at  the 

Sunset  Recreation 
Center  (28th  Ave.  &  Lawton  St.) 
Games,  prizes,  arts  &  crafts,  cos- 
tume parade.  2pm.  -  4pm. 

Halloween  Fun  Night  at  the  Exploratorium 
A  safe  alternative  to  neighborhood  trick  or  treating  for 
children  and  their  parents.  Features  costume  contests, 
crafts  making,  face  painting,  science  tricks,  illusions,  trick 
or  treats,  movies,  music,  treasure  hunts  and  more! 
6:30pm.  -  9:30pm. 


ZtAgeANd/creeN 

"Don't  Explain,"  Christina 
Augello  directs  the  West  Coast 
premiere  of  the  award-winning 
jazz-music  drama,  "Don't  Explain," 
by  Samuel  B.  Harps,  previewing  on 
Oct. 15  and  running  through  Nov. 
21  (Thursday-Saturday  nights). 

Performances  at  8  p.m.  at 
EXITheatre,  366  Eddy  St.  673- 
3847.  $10  .  Thursday  nights  are 
"Pay  What  You  Can". 

The  8th  Annual  Film  Arts 
Festival,  Nov.  4-8.  Ninety  films 
and  videos  with  subjects  that 
may  be  of  interest  to  Tender- 
loin residents.  On  Saturday, 
Nov.  7,  watch  for  "Homeless 
Not  Helpless":  Opening  Doors, 
by  Jerry  Jones,  at  2  p.m., 
"Shadow  Children"  by  Char- 
lotte Beyers,  Harry  Mathias  & 
Richard  Scott  at  4:1 5  p.m., 
Shooting  Script  by  Lynn 
Hershman,  Knud  Vesterkov  & 
Ulrik  Al  Brask  at  7  p.m.,  and  a 
series  of  movies  about  AIDS 
starting  at  9:15  p.m.  On 
Sunday,  Nov.  8,  "Outlaw 
Poverty,  Not  Prostitutes"  by 
Carol  Leigh  (aka  the  Scarlet 
Harlot)  screens  at  2:30  p.m  At 
the  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  St. 
$6  general,  $5  FAF  members  & 
seniors  (Friday  Open  Screen,  al 
seats  $3  after  11:30  p.m. 


vlrioK/  O  voice/ 

Aerosol  Art  by  Barry  McGhee  and  Brett 
Cook.  Explore  the  "highs"  and  "lows"  of 

urban  life  and  art.  The  Luggage  Store,  1007 
Market  Street.  Exhibit  runs  Nov.1  -  Dec. 6. 

Free.  Call  255  -  5971  for  more  information 

From  The  Earth  VIII,  the  eighth  annual 
holiday  exhibit/sale  from  AICA  (American 
Indian  Contemporary  Arts),  featuring  a  wide 
selection  of  fine  works  of  art  available  as 
holiday  gifts,  from  November  6    January  2, 
1993.  685  Market  St.,  Suite  250  (near  Third 
St.),  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  495  7600.  Free 

Tenderloin  Writer's  Book  Party,  featuring 

published  Tenderloin  writers  like  Teddy 
Weiler,  Marsha  Campbell,  Jerry  Miley,  Rhett 
Stuart  and  Janice  King.  Hear 
them  read,  then  mix  and  mingle 
November  2  at  the  Luggage 
Store,  1007  Market  St.  -  7  p.m. 
Co-sponsored  by  Hospitality 
House.  Free. 

The  Chicano  Codices,  "Encoun- 
tering the  Art  of  the  Americas". 
Artistic  expression  from  the 
Chicano  community  on  issues 
rising  from  the  1992  Columbus 
Quincentenary.  Wednesdays- 
Sundays,  noon  to  5  p.m.  The 
Mexican  Museum,  Building  D, 
Fort  Mason  Center.  441-0404.  $3 
general,  $2  seniors  &  students, 
children  under  10  free 


Dante  Solari's  oil  on 
Canvas  is  to  be  exhibited 
at  Open  Studios. 


Safe,  Fun  Halloween  Activities 

at  the  Randall  Museum  (199 
Museum  Way  off  Roosevelt  Way  ) 
Games,  face  painting,  Halloween 

creatures,  costume  parade 
$2  -  Pumpkin  Carving  Workshop. 
1 1am.  -  3pm. 


The  Glenn  Spearman  Trio, 

high  powered  free  style  jazz  and 
improvisation.  Friday,  November 
13,  The  Luggage  Store,  1007 
Market  St.,  8:30  p.m.  $5-8,  no  one  turned 
away  for  lack  of  funds. 

The  17th  Annual  S.F.  Open  Studio,  with 
over  600  area  artists  (including  a  few  from 
Hospitality  House)  will  be  exhibited  from  Oct. 
27  -  Nov.  15.  Open  1 1  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Saturday 

and  Sunday.  They  will  be  located  East  of 
Highway  101  Oct. 31 -Nov. 1,  West  of  Highway 
101  on  Nov. 7-8,  and  at  Hunters  Point  Ship- 
yards on  Nov. 14-1 5.  Call  861-9838  for  more 
info. 


New  Sounds  in  Old  First  Church  Concerts 


by  Jean  Pierre  Salzman 

The  Tenderloin  is  surrounded  by  an 
amazing  number  of  concert  halls.  The  Op- 
era and  the  Symphony — where  San 
Francisco's  Beautiful  People  prefer  to  get 
their  ear  candy  is  just  one  of  many  loca- 
tions. Another  less  known  locale  is  the  Old 
First  Church  on  the  comer  of  Van  Ness  and 
Sacramento. 

A  regular  series  called  "Old  First  Con- 
certs" features  a  program  of  over  20  con- 
certs presenting  both  emerging  and  estab- 
lished artists.  The  ambiance  is  informal; 


during  intermission  or  after  the  concert,  one 
can  talk  with  the  performers  or  the  com- 
poser. The  repertoire  is  creatively  challeng- 
ing and  the  concerts  are  given  in  an  environ- 
ment with  outstanding  acoustics.  Last  but 
not  least,  the  concerts  are  affordable:  $8  for 
general  admission  and  $6  for  students  and 
seniors. 

The  fall  season  of  Old  First  Concerts 
started  on  September  1 1  with  a  concert  by 
the  SOMA  Quartet.  Dmitri  Mehteny  on 
flugelhorn.  Sandi  Poindexter  on  violin  and 
voice,  John  Heller  on  guitar,  and  Arlington 
Houston  on  bass  presented  new  works  writ- 


ten by  themselves.  Called  "Contemporary 
Chamber  Jazz."  the  music  carried  the  sounds 
and  rhythms  most  easily  associated  with 
West  Coast  or  Cool  Jazz. 

In  a  way.  the  quartet's  performance 
reflected  the  Tenderloin:  a  vast  variety  of 
different  influences  trying  to  find  an  ex- 
pression in  a  new  form.  And  like  people  in 
the  Tenderloin  looking  for  a  path,  the  four 
musicians  sometimes  appeared  to  be  search- 
ing for  their  common  sound.  The  powerful 
bassist  contrasted  with  the  rather  soft  and 
romantic  guitar,  while  violin  and  flugelhorn 
won  the  audience  with  sensible  and  often 
different  improvisations  and  meditations. 


After  intermission,  the  ensemble  was 
joined  by  Kash  Killion  on  cello;  he  seemed 
to  give  the  SOMA  Quartet  some  guidance. 
The  sound  seemed  more  coherent  and  defi- 
nitely more  swinging.  The  evening,  as  a 
whole,  was  very  enjoyable  and  inspiring 
because  interesting  compositions  were  well 
performed. 

The  SOMA  Quartet  is  an  ensemble  that 
shows  much  potential — so  much  that  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony  invited  them  to 
perform  in  the  1992-1993  Adventure  in 
Music  Program. 

For  further  information  about  Old  First 
Concerts,  you  may  call  (415)  474- 1 608. 
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Poetry  &  Prose 

Haiku 
(Cllmbm) 

Up  high,  looking  down 

on«  false  move,  and  he  might  fall 

the  climber  risks  life) 

torn  (dimbm) 

Up  high 

the  glory,  the  excitement. 

the  feeling  of  standing  top  of  the  whole,  wild  world 
makes  the  climber's  heart  race. 

Up  high 

feeling,  almost  like  you  could  fly. 
don't  make  a  costly  mistake, 
a  climber  might  die! 

Up  high 

looking  all  around. 

the  climber  finally  teaches  his  goal 

the  climber  wonders,  how  am  I  going  to  get  down. 

Peter  Om 


Boedekke  r  Park 

Boedekker  booming  serious  sounds. 
Slamming  bones... give  me  twenty. 
Multitude  of  silent  souls  partake 
in  placid  play.  Pariah  in  iron  gates.. . 
Big  Ben  strikes  six— all  go  their  way... 
On  the  outside  looking  in. 

-Willie  Joyce 


excerpted  from: 
The  Blind  See... 

light  gives  to  a  room  priceless  sights. 

Still  shadows,  resting  under  pale  air  painting  a  carpet  awkward. 
Madly  lined  walls,  shouldering  raw  art  even  in  secluded  comers. 
Guilty  cobwebs  on  window  ledge  rejoicing  openly,  with 
Gentle  hope,  flickering  fondly  at  the  close  of 
each  dying  day. 

—  Charles  Holmes 


young  no v ember 

I  know  a  man 

call  him  young  november 

got  a  lot  of  knees  to  him 

got  a  funny  way  of  walk 

and  a  bow  tie  smile 

snaps  his  fingers 

to  set  it  all  in  motion 

i  know  this  man 

call  him  young  november 

he's  had  a  lot  of  experience 

discovered  how  to  laugh 

so  you  can  touch  it 

and  he's  lean 

like  young  november  trees 

yeah  that's  how  he  laughs 

shakes  like  that  barren  branch 

in  the  cold  young  wind 

I've  known  this  man 

likes  it  when  i  call  him 

young  november. 

that's  his  name  when  i  call 

when  i  see  him  down  the  street 

with  a  dance  in  his  limbs 

does  it  with  a  bow  tie  smile 

you  can  see  he  does  it  with  his  bones 

— Jim  Ubmco 


Don't  let  the  big  private  hospitals  and  rich  doctors 
block  affordable  health  care  in  San  Francisco... 


Proposition  K  is  about  mak- 
ing health  care  more  affordable 
and  more  available  for  San 
Franciscans. 


What  Proposition  K  does 
is  allow  an  HMO  to  be  built 
on  a  portion  of  the  block  at 
Geary  and  Divisadero. 

But  private  hospitals  and 
doctors  are  against  HMO's 
for  economic  reasons. 
They'll  tell  you  anything  to 
keep  you  from  voting  YES  on 
Proposition  K. 


Send  the  high  priced  doctors 
and  expensive  hospitals  your 
message. 

Vote  YES  on  Prop.  K! 


Paid  for  By  "Yes  on  Prop.  X  CommiUee"  ID  »  9221 15,  Theodore  Eden,  Treasurer 


V 


Prop  K  is  supported  by  neighborhood  groups 


San  Francisco  Democratic  Central 

Committee 
Hospital  Workers  Local  250 
District  7  Democratic  Chib 
San  Francisco  Building  Trades  Council 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council 
Latino  Democratic  Alliance 
Fillmore  Democratic  Club 
Mexican- American  Political  Association 
District  3  Senior  Citizen  Coalition 
Be  idem  in  Area  Neighborhood  Group 
Bayview  Hunter's  Point  Democratic  Club 
OMI  Neighborhood  in  Acuon 
John  Maher  Irish  American 

Democratic  Club 
Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House 
Alemany  Resident  Management  Council 
Residential  Builders  Association 
Log  Cabin  Club 

Arab- American  Democratic  Gub 
San  Francisco  Republican  County 
Central  Committee 


Bayview  Hunter's  Point  Multipurpose 

Senior  Inc. 
California  Hispanic  Chamber  of 

Commerce 
American  Business  Council 
Chinese  American  Democratic  Club 
City  Democratic  Club 
Judge  Joseph  Kennedy  Democratic  Club 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Fillmore  Democratic  Club 
Northside  Democratic  Gub 
Frederick  Douglas  Symposium 
San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association 
San  Francisco  Civic  Alliance 
San  Francisco  Lesbian  Gay  Bisexual 

Voters  Project 
Chinese  American  Richmond  District 

Neighborhood  Association 
Arab  American  Groceries  Association 
Chinese  American  Sunset  District 

Neighborhood  Association 
Chinese  American  Voters  Alliance 


City  Democratic  Club 
District  3  Senior  Citizen  Coalition  (OMI) 
Divisadero  Street  Merchants  Association 
San  Francisco  Religious  Council  (Baptist) 
San  Francisco  Apartment  Owners  Association 
San  Francisco  Black  Leadership  Forum 
San  Francisco  Black  Republican  Council 
Planning  Association  for  Divisadero  Street: 

Alamo  Square  Neighborhood  Association 

Presidio  Avenue  Association  of  Concerned 
Neighbors 

Western  Addition  Neighborhood 
Association 
Asian  American  Voters  Project 

Divisadero  Street  Merchants  Association 

SEIU  Joint  Council 


Local  250 
Local  790 
Local  535 
Local  14 
Local  44 


Local  87 
Local  265 
Local  1008 
Local  9 

Partial  Lis  I 


ds  more  space 
for  HMO's! 


VOTE  YES  BECAUSE: 

HMO's  in  San  Francisco  have  become  overcrowded 
and  slow.  Lines  are  long.  Appointments  can't  be 
scheduled  for  months.  This  is  because  the  current 
facilities  available  cannot  support  the  present  demand 
for  HMO  services. 

VOTE  YES  BECAUSE: 

Proposition  K  directly  addresses  San  Francisco's  ur- 
gent need  for  HMO  space  by  simply  rezoning  a 
portion  of  the  block  at  Geary  and  Divisadero  to  allow 
an  HMO  to  be  built. 

VOTE  YES  BECAUSE: 

Any  proposal  for  construction  on  the  site  would  still  be 
required  to  undergo  the  standard  Planning  Commis- 
sion design  and  review  process,  including  Environ- 
mental Impact  Reviews,  public  testimony  and  protest 
appeals  to  both  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  and  to  the 
Planning  Commission  itself. 

VOTE  YES 

ON 

PROP.  K! 


Paid  for  By  "Yes  on  Prop.  'K'  Commiuee"  ID  #  9221 15.  Theodore  Eden,  Treasurer 
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asymptomatic  (without  symptoms)  HIV 
positive.  There  are  people  at  the  Ambassa- 
dor Residential  Hotel  working  very  hard  in 
our  community  to  house  people  with  HIV. 
But  one  five-floor  hotel  with  147  rooms  is 
not  enough!!  Several  hundred  HIV  posi- 
tive people  need  housing  assistance  in  San 
Francisco.  This  is  unacceptable.  I  have 
personally  seen  too  many  people  fall  be- 
tween the  cracks  in  our  housing  system  and 
become  ill  from  the  mere  stress  of  bounc- 
ing around  from  shelter  to  shelter. 
Hill)  Releases  Special  Housing  Funds 
Holding  out  some  hope  is  a  new  grant 
from  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Ur- 
ban Development  (HUD).  On  July  20. 1992 
HUD  released  $40  million  in  funds  for  the 
Housing  Opportunities  for  People  With 
AIDS  Act(HOPWA).  The  Bay  Area  alone 
will  receive  $3,375  million,  the  bulk  of 
which — $3,126  million — will  go  to  San 
Francisco.  The  proposal  deadline  is  No- 

When  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 
made  his  cuts  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  's  budget,  he  cut  $1 
million  from  the  Center  for  Posi- 
tive Care  s  budget,  even  though  he 
promised  he  wouldn' t  make  cuts  in 
direct  services  to  people  with  AIDS. 
"Read  My  Lips"  ? 

vember  23.  1992.  That  doesn't  give  many 
of  those  interested  in  starting  the  type  of 
housing  programs  this  city  so  desperately 
needs  much  time.  Let's  hope  that  someone 
can  meet  this  deadline  and  fill  the  gap  in 
San  Francisco's  housing  model  so  we  can 
save  lives.  Then  we  can  have  something  to 
present  at  next  year's  conference  to  really 
be  proud  of. 

AIDS  Services  Hard  Hit  by  Cuts 
But  as  some  are  giving.others  are  tak- 
ing away.  AIDS  sen  ices  have  been  hard  hit 
by  the  recent  round  of  budget  cuts.  I  no- 
ticed that  this  year's  conference  was  smaller 
than  in  past  years.  The  early  morning 
sessions,  as  well  as  the  workshops,  were  all 
less  crowded  than  before.  Many  of  the 
organizations  which  would  normally  send 
a  representative,  didn't  do  so  this  year  due 
to  lack  of  funding. 

The  Center  for  Positive  Care  which 
had  its  grand  opening  ceremony  with  much 
fanfare  and  a  ribbon  cutting  September  1 5. 
199 1 ,  is  one  of  the  casualties  of  these  bud- 
get cut.  It  was  San  Francisco's  first  Early 
Intervention  Site,  a  place  where  someone 
could  get  tested  and  get  the  services  he  or 
she  needed  without  traveling  all  over  the 
city  to  find  housing  assistance,  counseling 
services,  food  programs,  and  culturally  spe- 
cific services.  In  the  year  since  they  opened, 
they  served  over  3.000  clients,  case  man- 
aged some  660  people,  and  trained  a  total  of 
2.400  mental  healthcare  providers.  With  an 
operating  budget  of  $  1 .3  million,  the  center 
was  a  model  for  all  to  follow.  When  Mayor 
Frank  Jordan  made  his  cuts  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health's  budget,  he  cut  $1 
million  from  the  Center  for  Positive  Care's 
budget,  even  though  he  promised  he 
wouldn't  make  cuts  in  direct  services  to 
people  with  AIDS.  "Read  My  Lips "?  The 
center,  unable  to  function,  was  forced  to 
close  on  October  30.  1 992.  and  never  got  to 
present  its  plan  at  the  conference. 

The  HIV  Vigil/SF.  once  known  as  the 


ARC/AIDS  Vigil,  alsodidn't  attend  the  con- 
ference because  of  a  lack  of  volunteers. 
They  barely  have  enough  folks  helping  out 
to  staff  their  vigil,  much  less  people  to  staff 
an  expensive  table  at  a  conference.  The  HIV 
Vigil/SF  commemorated  its  seventh  year  of 
service  on  October  27,  1992.  It  still  sits 
outdoors,  in  front  of  the  Old  Federal  Build- 


ing at  U.N.  Plaza.  These  determined  and 
dedicated  volunteers  weather  the  elements 
24  hours  a  day.  They  stand  as  a  constant 
reminder  to  all  those  who  enter  the  Federal 
Building  that  while  they're  inside  they  can 
make  a  difference.  Well,  now  it  looks  like 
they  need  our  help,  and  badly!!  Stop  by 
sometime  and  ask,  "What  can  I  do?"  I'm 


sure  they  would  appreciate  it. 

One  thing  you  can  do  that  I  would 
appreciate  is  to  vote! ! !  Yes,  this  is  the  week 
you  get  to  make  a  difference.  Please,  don't 
let  November  3  pass  you  by.  The  past  four 
years  have  been  a  morbid  loss  and  we  can't 
afford  four  more.  VOTE  !!! 


The  Only  Card 


Convenient  Calli 


You  Need 


The  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card.  One  Card  For  Convenient  Calling. 

With  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card,  making  calls  away  from  home  has  never  been  easier.  You 
don't  have  to  memorize  a  long  list  of  random  numbers  because  your  calling  card  number  is  your 
telephone  number  plus  a  4-digit  PIN  code  that  you  can  choose  yourself  So  you  don't  even  have 
to  carry  your  card  to  enjoy  the  convenience  of  using  it.  And,  since  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card 
is  accepted  by  the  major  long  distance  carriers,  you  can  make  telephone  calls  from  just  about 
anywhere?  without  having  to  dial  any  confusing  access  codes.  So,  whether  you're  calling 
around  the  corner  or  around  the  world,  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card  is  the  only  card  you  need 
No  need  to  hassle  with  multiple  calling  cards.  The  choice  is  clear 
For  more  information,  or  to  order  your  card,  call  1-800-PAC-BELL,  EXT.  354. 

Mntcr-vmce  area,  inte rstatc  and  international  calls  are  earned  bv  a  long-distance  earner 

ONE    EASY   NUMBER.  ONE    EASY  CARD. 


TELESIS*  SERVICES 

0  Wl  fcctfk  Bell 


//####! 


pacificlSbell 

A  Pacific  Telesis  Company 


Testimony  Sways  City  Officials 
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Prop.  165  passed,  and  monitoring  the  po- 
tential migration  of  people  onto  GA  from 
other  counties  with  lower  benefit  levels. 

Advocates  feared  that  the  GA  Task 
Force  would  be  set  up  to  not  only  eventually 
recommend  cuts  in  GA  grant  levels  but 
would  also  suggest  cutting  the  number  of 
people  using  it  through  restrictive  require- 
ments. Expecting  the  Commission  to  ap- 
prove the  Task  Force,  the  Coalition  on 
Homelessness,  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic,  and  the  Inner  City  Tenants  Alliance 
nevertheless  gamely  organized  outreach  to 
low-income  hotels,  shelters,  foodlines.  and 
the  GA  line  to  inform  GA  recipients  about 


the  Special  Hearing. 

It  began  as  over  100  GA  recipients, 
social  workers,  advocates,  and  lawyers 
heard  San  Francisco's  Homeless  Coordi- 
nator Larry  Cruz  argue  in  his  opening 
testimony  for  the  Task  Force  because  oi 
"political  and  fiscal  (actors  looming  on  the 
horizon."  including  an  "already  projected 
$150  million  deficit  in  next  year's  city 
budget." 

One  by  one.  GA  recipients  followed 
Cruz  as  they  were  called  to  the  microphone 
to  emotionally  testify  about  getting  only 
$172.50  every  two  weeks  from  GA  and 
what  would  happen  if  that  amount  were 
cut.    Sylvia  Williams,  homeless  for  15 


J  c.irs  and  recently  on  GA  and  in  a  hotel,  said 
"I  don't  want  to  be  back  out  there  | in  the 
streets |  again  and  any  cut  in  my  GA  will  do 
that."  Michael  Cannon  explained  to  the 
Commission  the  choices  he  faced  between 
food,  daily  necessities,  and  bus  fare  for  job 
interviews,  health  clinics,  and  counseling 
programs  when  he  had  only  $3  a  day  left  after 
paying  rent. 

John  Koontz.  also  on  GA.  warned  that 
"if  you  take  these  dollars  away  from  me 
through  cuts.  I'll  be  sleeping  in  your  door- 
way." 

Other  G  A  recipients  and  advocates  ques- 
tioned the  proposed  Task  Force's  purpose 
and  effectiveness.  Violet  Dorn.  a  56-year- 
old  former  nursing  assistant,  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  forgotten  poor  woman,  saying  "Who 
will  hire  us?  We  only  get  job  retraining  for 


jobs  that  are  already  obsolete.  Will  you 
allow  us  to  be  on  this  Task  Force  so  you  will 
hear  this  '  I  'm  not  talking  about  listening  to 
us.  but  hearing  us — there  is  a  difference." 

Robert  Wilson,  support  services  super- 
visor at  the  Community  Housing  Partner- 
ship, admonished  the  Commission  by  sav- 
ing "You  must  evaluate  your  actions  and 
plans  to  decide  whether  you  are  promoting 
governmental  genocide  on  the  poor  or  are 
providing  real  help  and  assistance  to  those 
you  serve." 

Tensions  began  to  rise  as  Pat  Lyden. 
peer  counseling  supervisor  at  the  Tender- 
loin Self  Help  Center,  entered  into  a  dia- 
logue with  Commissioner  Mathew 
Rothschild  after  her  testimony.  President 
Yamasaki  then  claimed  that  there  still 
« ontinued  on  next  pave 


Leo  Inferrera,  PG&.E 


Dave  Powell.  PG&cE 


We're  Building 
An  Energy-Efficient 
Community  Together. 


PG&E  and  the  San  Francisco  neigh- 
borhoods: A  partnership  that  began  more 
than  a  century  ago.  Today,  we  continue  to 
work  together  for  an  active,  involved,  and 
energy-efficient  community. 

PG&.E  not  only  delivers  gas  and 
electricity  to  your  homes  and  businesses,  but 
helps  you  save  energy  everyday  through: 
•  Free  energy  inspections  offered  to  home- 
owners and  apartment  residents,  complete 
with  energy-saving  recommendations  and 


devices  like  water  heater  blankets,  fluores- 
cent lights,  or  low-flow  shower  heads. 

•  Rebates  on  the  installation  of  energy- 
saving  appliances  and  insulation,  offered 
in  cooperation  with  the  Electric  and  Gas 
Industries  Association. 

•  Free  analysis  of  lighting,  heating,  cooling 
and  other  energy-using  equipment  offered 
to  San  Francisco  apartment  and  multi-unit 
owners  and  managers. 

Wfe're  a  part  of  your  community  in 


Loretta  Thomas-Forster,  PG&.E 

many  other  ways  as  we  support  local 
organizations  like  the  San  Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation,  The  Salvation  Army  Senior 
Activities  Center,  and  the  Chinese 
Newcomers  Service  Center. 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  save  energy  and  benefit  from  our 
partnership  with  San  Francisco's  neighbor- 
hoods, call  your  local  PG&E  office  at 
(415)995-5796. 


At  your  service. 


SMARTER  ENERGY  FOR  A  BETTER  WORLD 


The  Supervisorial  Candidates  on 
Homelessness  &  Housing 


G.A.  Cuts 
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seemed  to  be  a  Commission  consensus  lor 
the  Task  Force  but  would  still  hear  the 
remaining  testimony. 

The  audience  erupted  in  catcalls  and 
shouts  of  protest.  Four  rows  of  people 
walked  out  of  the  room. 

Commissioner  Marilyn  Chow  restored 
order  herself  by  saying  she  would  support 
no  cut  in  GA  benefits  and  claimed  that  the 
Task  Force  would  listen  to  ways  to  improve 
the  GA  program. 

The  energized  crowd  began  to  loudly 
support  the  comments  of  the  next  few  speak- 
ers and  then  Ray  Masterson.  a  formerly 
homeless  Vietnam  combat  veteran  and  COH 
staff  member,  electrified  them  by  poignantly 
pointing  out,  "You  cannot  place  the  blame 
of  a  poor  economy  on  the  backs  of  poor 
people.  We  have  already  eaten  our  share  of 
this  shit  sandwich 

"I  used  to  be  proud  of  San  Francisco,  of 
my  country.  1  am  no  longer.  Do  you  know 
that  on  September  10.  1948.  the  United 
States  approved  the  United  Nations'  Uni- 
versal Declaration  of  Human  Rights  which 
states  that  'Everyone  has  the  right  to  a 
standard  of  living  adequate  for  the  health 
and  well-being  of  himself  and  of  his  family, 
including  food,  clothing,  housing  and  medi- 
cal care  and  necessary  social  services? 

"If  that  was  true  in  1948  in  the  United 
States,  why  isn't  it  true  in  1992  in  San 
Francisco?"  he  asked. 

More  speakers,  now  fighting  back 
through  their  testimony,  began  to  criticize 
the  Commission  for  its  preordained  and 
planned  actions.  A  General  Assistance 
Advocacy  Project  speaker  scolded  them  for 
making  policy  to  scare  poor  people  out  of 
the  city,  a  tactic  that  she  claimed  would  not 
work  because  this  was  their  home. 

Lydia  Ely,  another  COH  staff  member, 
summed  up  the  political  reality  facing  the 
Commission.  "What  is  happening  here  is 
that  Mayor  Jordan  wants  to  cut  GA  without 
taking  the  rap,''  she  said,  "and  this  Commis- 
sion is  being  used  by  him  to  do  his  dirty 
work." 

When  public  testimony  ended, 
Yamasaki  prepared  to  call  for  a  vote  for  the 
creation  ufihcGATtnk  Force.  He  began  by 

saying  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  consensus 
remaining  on  the  Commission  when  the 
hearing  room  exploded  in  angry  swearing 
from  people  jumping  Irom  their  seats,  shak- 
ing their  fists,  and  shouting  above 
Yamasaki  s  repeated  gavel ing  for  order. 

He  then  called  tor  a  5-minute  recess  to 
cool  tempers  and  restore  order  out  of  pande- 
monium. 

At  11:52.  Commissioner  Yamasaki 
again  called  the  hearing  into  session  before 
the  quietly  muttering  crowd. 

And  again  Homeless  Coordinator  Larry 
Cruz  addressed  the  Commission,  but  this 
time  the  crowd  became  quieter  as  he  said. 
"After  a  lot  of  searching  through  our  con- 
sciences, and  having  listened  to  the  heartfelt 
testimony  of  the  public.  I  believe  that  there 
needs  to  be  a  better  way  to  deal  with  these 
GA  issues." 

The  crowd  began  to  hold  its  collective 
breath,  and  silence  surrounded  Cruz  as  he 
outlined  a  series  of  public  special  hearings 
focused  on  jobs,  benefit  levels,  housing, 
and  support  services  that  would  be  designed 
to  improve  the  G A  program  and  the  lives  of 
people  who  received  its  benefits  rather  than 
creating  a  task  force. 

As  he  ended  his  new  recommendations 
and  sat  down,  surprised  applause  escorted 
him  back.  A  motion  was  made  to  not  cut 
G.A.  benefit  levels,  which  was  greeted  with 
applause. 

As  Yamasaki,  grinning,  gaveled  the 
resolution  to  unanimous  passage,  the  room 
gave  way  to  gleeful  cheers  and  handclapping 
and  high  fives.  When  the  new  public  hear- 
ings were  quickly  passed  as  well,  this  time 
the  room  exploded  into  even  wilder  cheers 
and  applause. 

Despite  the  recent  trends  in  California 
and  in  other  states  and  other  counties  to 
reduce  GA  benefits  and  rolls,  here  in  San 
Franciscoa  responsible  county  commission 
heard  the  impassioned  pleas  of  those  they 
served,  and  made  real  for  many  the  rhetori- 
cal idea  of  grassroots  government. 

Paul  Boden.  staff  coordinator  for  the 
Coalition  on  Homelessness.  smiled  as  he 
said.  "It's  about  time  poor  people  finally 
win  one  for  a  change." 


continued  from  page  II 

be  used  to  retrain  homeless  people. 

Rather  than  sitting  behind  the  raised 
table  with  the  other  candidates,  incumbent 
Angela  Alioto  stood  among  the  audience, 
saying  that  homelessness.  mental  health 
and  health  care  are  always  the  three  areas 
most  ignored  by  this  government. 

Commenting  that  "I've  never  seen  so 
much  homelessness  in  San  Francisco  as 
when  you  walk  out  the  door  here."  Alioto 
said,  "I  support  the  privatization  of  pro- 
grams and  am  dead  set  against  AFDC  cuts; 
we  have  to  do  more  for  poor  women." 

Alioto,  running  hard  to  gamer  enough 
votes  to  become  President  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  the  second  most  powerful 
elected  position  in  the  city,  told  the  audi- 
ence about  a  meeting  she  had  two  months 
before  with  the  police  department.  She  had 
asked  them  why  Tenderloin  residents  were 
the  victims  of  so  much  crime,  poverty,  and 
homelessness.  "They  told  me  it  was  one  of 
the  results  of  a  police  policy  called  conden- 
sation: people  are  sent  from  other  areas  into 
a  six-block  area  of  the  Tenderloin." 

"When  I  asked  why,"  she  said,  "they 
told  me  it  was  easier  to  control  them  that 
way." 

"That  is  why  the  Tenderloin  suffers  as 
it  does,"  she  said,  adding  that  a  better  plan 
would  make  the  Tenderloin  a  productive 
enterprise  zone  emphasizing  jobs,  small 
businesses,  housing  development,  and  light- 
ing. 


She  also  wants  to  look  into  sending 
homeless  vets  to  Fort  Meyer  instead  of  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital.  "It  will  let  up 
on  the  overcrowding  the  homeless  experi- 
ence. These  are  all  little  steps  we  can  take 
instead  of  a  comprehensive  plan  that  doesn 't 
happen." 

Jim  Rankin,  a  professional  nurse  for  32 
years,  said  he  ran  to  talk  about  health  care 
issues  centered  around  self-care  concepts  of 
nursing. 

Supervisor  Board  President  Kevin 
Shelley  spoke  on  behalf  of  Cleve  Jones, 
who  was  in  Denver  speaking  at  an  AIDS 
conference.  Jones  was  an  original  member 
of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  and 
a  well-known  founder  of  the  Names  Quilt. 

"Cleve  is  very  important  to  us  on  the 
board  in  retaining  a  progressive  agenda." 
said  Shelley.  "He  is  a  strong  opponent 
against  Prop  J  (the  anti-aggressive  panhan- 
dling initiative),  a  mean-spirited  piece  of 
legislation,  and  against  Prop  1 65,  an  equally 
mean-spirited,  short-sighted  attempt  to  ad- 
dress our  problems." 

"He  will  be  a  leader  on  the  board  and 
help  support  a  progressive  coalition  with 
humanity  and  fiscally  prudent  policies." 
Shelley  concluded. 

Incumbent  Supervisor  Terrence 
Hallinan.  noted  for  his  bluntness.  said  "I 
hate  this  aggressive  panhandling  proposi- 
tion. It's  the  moral  issue  of  this  campaign. 
Our  jails  are  already  overcrowded.  It's  de- 
livering a  message  that  shouldn't  be  sent." 

Hallinan  argued  that  more  progressives 


should  be  elected  as  supervisors.  "We  have 
a  potential  for  an  override."  he  said.  "There 
should  be  eight  votes"  because  "it's  vitally 
important  to  have  the  actuality  of  an  over- 
ride there  so  we  can  keep  this  guy  under 
control."  Hallinan  said,  referring  to  the 
mayor's  track  record  on  homelessness. 

"I  hope  you  vote  for  me  because  I  feel 
strongly  about  the  responsibility  of  this  city 
to  take  care  of  it  properly,"  he  said. 

The  outspoken  activist  Adrian 
Bermudez  described  himself  as  an  under- 
dog candidate  who  can't  afford  campaign 
signs.  He  felt  that  he  was  the  target  of 
unnamed  elected  officials  who  were  fearf  ul 
of  his  public  stands  on  public  control  of  PG 
&  E  and  the  garbage  system,  claiming  that 
"it  is  political  suicide  for  me  saying  this" 
because  "the  Italians  are  pretty  tough 
people." 

The  last  speaker  was  Maria  Marline/, 
an  activist  for  over  35  years  and  mother  of 
five  children.  "I  will  always  fight  for  the 
underdog,"  said  Martinez,  adding.  "As  a 
young  person,  I  always  interpreted  for  my 
mother  and  understand  how  difficult  life  is 
formonolingual  immigrants  struggling  hard 
for  their  family." 

The  turnout  by  the  candidates  showed 
why,  although  many  voters  complain  about 
the  negative  social  effects  surrounding  such 
issues  as  poverty,  housing,  unemployment 
and  crime,  solutions  are  slow  in  developing 
and  hardly  ever  put  into  practice  when  can- 
didates are  elected. 

Paul  Boden.  COH  staff  coordinator, 
put  this  past  election  campaign  into  per- 
spective. "Poverty  issues  are  not  what's 
being  talked  about  by  candidates  running 
for  office."  he  said,  "except  for  building 
jails  and  anti-panhandling  measures." 


PARKING  SERVICES  FOR  TENDERLOIN  RESIDENTS  &  BUSINESS 


Monthly  parking  as  low  as  $50  per  month.  We  will  try  to  design  monthly 

parking  to  fit  your  needs. 

Attended  or  patrolled  24  hrs.  a  day. 

Fenced  in,  lockable  space  or  inside  garage  spaces. 

We  care  for  our  customers'  security  and  safety. 

Also  available:  auto  repairs,  auto  body  shop,  loan  cars  available  at  low  rates 
We  have  rental  vans,  trucks  and  cars  available. 
Car  detailing  and  hand  washing  by  appointment. 


Auto  towing  and  transportation  available. 
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Lead- leaching  dishes 


uija^^tnti^mtJ^Li9^i)^IiLittatQ93icri 
tac^9ij^ii6usUj3rim3ma^tjtm?j9ijiTjjn»3i 
toijJi9iijtqq3L)^'iJjc9Sim»itinfJi2)WiJi 
s  1  n  C9  c^jasj  z  c2j  ji  antu  s  u  n  m  tt  ?i  u  9 
?am»crit)9,ioiriutS.  qoti0i»*iLHth:)ttn»i 
SlciMSnggjiuitJ^uq  nng^crnum^jncwr 
a9tnu'iijri8iiJJiaGri'is')3i£?'nmij'imsqu'iiJ. 
9tmuasioi«nsrij^sfeaai3sqfi')atJciij 

ttj?ni&nt«ttO30ijnot^^n^\»9i^jjw9o 

S  2  33  U  iJ  8  TJ  li  1  tl  W  01 31 JJ  »1  &1 ")  s  t  u  t  as 
9^»^UJQ^fl^C)^dfl  1)2^31  ll9tJ^lJniJq31 


q^tl^3itcis^ti»^9jncujJcnjj3Tjsjiut?9 
&nfaQ5^th*iijtine^sfutn*i»iJ3i*)3as?j,iu 
Health  Center  4.  #705-8545. 

2^*131  JJ»1§(691J^tJ'1)?n»'lLI')tJ91J8')Lltil93 
01fia9UWC1CW9a9UCU3q3tJ^*liJ893m'lTJ. 

tij^iJOiJ5^iJ033n^a5ii!un5tfiijtoiJ3ri8iJ> 
(  Walgreen)  ^541 1  Geary  Boulevard. 


SJUclUUIUl 

iuicli91fin 

un*|3Uiaiiin  fwinf  ni  0:00  fuiuiu 

in9uar  $C.oo  luiuu 


usuaiS  si:na 

TransWorld  Schools  " 
683  Sutter  (Taylor) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


(415)  776-8071 


(415)441-1404 


20  Ocu*ujN(x**kUi  I'm 


CAMBODIAN 
COMMUNITY  NEWS 


CJ  I    Ck  I-JJ  DO  -m  || 


h  as  s  os :  tfi  05  ti  i  a  u  oj  9  aj f  R j  s 
•*  $ 

H  3  HI  R  i  91  til fi  H  i  U  ftj  Jtf t3l  CI  fU  i « 
H  R  VI  H 1  <5  H  i  R  r 55  t' B C 15  Ql  s  J  fii  if]  M 

8  StBTOIftJTIWtttlHtSl    RH  61 

cirri  saiojjRoniHi  iSSRtiitos 

lUAhOHRRHtil.    43,  HlA5tnia 

9smyrijis1rin«s,  QiRfiuatim 

■v»  »/  <v  O 

tSH   tffRTHAjffvfinRRti  R1R 

Qissojioitii  jurir  sauaus 
r  a  §  s  awrn  h  m  j  amti  cud  a  8  u 

Ct  VJ 

sWujio5qmstti055  05tisj3"utiiR 

ct  U  «v    ci  A 

tiia  *r  da  tin  oj  torn  Russians  sr 
b  tstiiHismj 99  cu  wirhs  tJ  ia 

9  orn  3  91  a  h  ai  i  si  r  a  an  s  {tni  s  a7 
totssi 

B  G  H  R  B  a  \£6 1  U  i  LTI  05  ti 1  (R  AJ 1  i 

RHiSRURai'Ra  HmsjaROiiR- 
GSSHSttuslRaRiJtiwtisV' 

V  I       O  Ct  1/  d4 

twiRRHSonoi.  "ufstslRa 

•    rt  c* 

§Sa05niR^Bt5Cjlt5iG1USGel"  ' 

t  cn  hi  mi  y  hi  8  m  i  if  s  t  {Ri  s  n 
§  s a  05 n] yj ti i ti s ^R u  aj mi r  r 

juAis  sqnscjitistnni  "wn!6 

Uau  St  B05i  G  HUB  J  RlHti  ?ti  05 
*         ^        ~  t 

ts1siRisono5RiAruBHJUA53s, 

ct  «v 

t  s1 *  aj  |  r  m  r    h  9°  \  s]  h  9  cut  ti 

JUA58S    §{311  WliJTliniJJUW8S 

tB05tiiR8SiGtiioHB4f 


S3 SO S3 


mi  s  fii  n  { fdj  j  i  uj  u  i  s  s  s  a  i  g 
sjuau  s9iaHA5i\^His(Rifi5ii 
rsig?  s&HSJHHSlRianuijSs- 
IwrnBigi  i  n  i  G  m    ii  j  ci  \  s  1 9  - 

uiTnuuwuirmRH'i  "8°HS9is 
hi  s  \r\  1  a  9  §  m  ari  1  h  tu  0  9911 
i  s1 1  r»  1 9, "  t  nn  r  Sh  ttn  rju  g  j,  " 


iSlHlSi[GSfii9it9]nel" 

tcinRRHQisnsjmdiHfHtuiq- 


Above,  left,  is  a  story  outlining  Battambang  grocery  store  owner  Kim  Chea's  ideas 
about  how  to  improve  life  in  the  Tenderloin.  Also  featured  on  the  two  Cambodian 
pages  are  stories  about  lead  poisoning  and  overseas  Cambodians'  right  to  vote  in  their 
homeland  and  whether  Cambodian  Americans  will  \ote  in  the  November  3rd 
presidential  election. 
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IfT  JIN  TUC  CONG  DONG  NGUOI  VIET  coSf^^s 


nhOng  vAn  DE  MA  khu  tender- 
loin CAN  PHAl  GlAl  QUYfiT 


Phong  si*  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Tu  truac  cua  hieu  cua  minh  tren  duong 
Gearv,  chu  but  cua  to  tap  chi  thong  tin 
Viet  Nam  anh  Huynh  Thien  nhin  ra 
mot  the  gioi  cua  khu  Tenderloin  ma 
anh  uoc  ao  la  anh  khong  phai  chung 
kien. 

Anh  Thien,  nguoi  cho  xuat  ban  to 
tuan  bao  Mo,  cho  biet:  "Te  nan  buon 
ban  ma  tuy  va  gai  dung  duong  la  nhung 
hinh  anh  khong  dep  mat  trong  khu 
Tenderloin.'' 

Toi  ac  tren  duong  pho  thinh  thoang 
lai  lan  tran  vao  trong  tiem  sach  cua  anh 
Thien  ma  dong  thoi  cung  la  noi  ma  anh 
xuat  ban  to  tap  chi  cua  minh,  khien  cho 
viec  buon  ban  cua  anh  cung  bi  anh 
huong.  Anh  ke  cho  biet  mot  vai  truong 
hop  ma  nhung  nguoi  an  xin  say  ruou  va 
mot  co  gai  dung  duong  chay  vao  trong 
hieu  sach  cua  anh  lam  cho  khach  hang 
bo  ra  ve. 

Anh  Thien  phe  binh  each  thu'c  ma 
canh  sat  dang  doi  pho  voi  toi  ac  o  day. 

Anh  noi:  "Khu  vuc  nay  chua  bao  gib 
co  an  ninh  va  bay  gio  lai  cang  mat  an 
ninh  hon  nua.  Nhieu  nguoi  da  phai  don 
di  khoi  nhung  can  chung  cu  cua  ho  va 
nhieu  nha  hang  Viet  Nam,  dac  biet  la 
nhung  quan  an  tren  duong  Jones  va 
Leavenworth,  da  mat  nhieu  khach  hang. 
Cac  chu  quan  dang  than  phien  yai  nhau 
va  voi  nhung  khach  hang  cua  ho. " 

Anh  Thien  noi  rang  anh  thay  van  de 
an  ninh  la  van  de  SO  mot  ma  khu  Ten- 


derloin phai  duong  dau  va  anh  tin  rang 
nen  co  them  canh  sat  di  tuan  trong  khu 
Tenderloin. 

Anh  Thien  dua  ra  nhan  xet:  "Truoc 
kia  toi  thay  co  nhieu  canh  sat  di  tuan 
tren  duong  pho  va  dieu  nay  lam  cho 
nguoi  dan  cam  thay  an  tarn.  Nhung  bay 
gio  toi  khong  con  thay  nhieu  canh  sat 
nhu  truoc  nua." 

Luc  Luong  Dac  Nhiem  Tenderloin, 
toa  lac  tai  so  1  duong  Jones,  tung  co  den 
60  canh  sat  vien  uy  nhiem  cho  khu 
Tenderloin,  voi  da  so  duoc  dua  di  tuan 
tra  duong  pho,  nhung  hien  nay  do  boi 
chi  phi  gio  phu  troi  qua  cao  va  thuong 
tich  gay  ra  cho  cac  canh  sat  vien,  con  so 
di  tuan  tra  da  giam  mat  di  khoang  30%, 
theo  16i  cua  Thieu  Uy  Tom  Carew  cua 
Luc  Luong  Dac  Nhiem  Tenderloin.  Hien 
nay  trung  binh  co  khoang  sau  canh  sat 
vien  di  tuan  trong  khu  Tenderloin.  Vao 
nhung  ngay  kha  hon,  co  the  co  den 
muoi  canh  sat  vien.  Vao  nhung  ngay 
kem  may  man,  co  the  chi  co  ba  canh  sat 
vien. 

Anh  Thien  co  nhan  dinh  rang  Nha 
Canh  Sat,  du  hien  nhien  la  thieu  nhan 
su,  co  the  tich  cue  hon  trong  viec  giup 
do  cong  dong  Tenderloin.  Anh  dua  ra 
de  nghi  thanh  lap  nhom  Truong  Khu 
Pho  cho  moi  khu  pho  la  nhung  nguoi  se 
de  y  theodbi  toiac.  Anh  noi  them:  "Nha 
Canh  Sat  nen  to  chiic  nhung  buoi  hop 


huong  dan  nguoi  dan  each  giup  do  lan 
nhau  moi  khi  co  nguy  bien." 

Dieu  can  thiet  la  chinh  quyen  can  phai 
can  thicp  vao  nhieu  hon  nua  thi  khu 
Tenderloin  moi  co  co  hoi  duoc  chung 
kien  nhung  ngay  tuoi  dep  hon  la  vi, 
theo  lap  luan  ciia  anh  Thien  thi,  "Noi 
cho  cung,  nhung  van  de  nay  van  con 
ton  tai  la  do  boi  gioi  chu'c  trach  thieu 
kien  quyet  trong  viec  giai  quyet  chung.'' 

Va  neu  khu  Tenderloin  doan  ket  hon 
nua,  co  Le  nhung  cu  dan  o  day  co  the  doi 
hoi  su  hanh  dong  hoac  it  ra  cung  co  the 


hiep  luc  de  ngan  chan  toi  ac.  Nhung 
theo  anh  Thien  thi  khu  Tenderloin  van 
con  bi  phan  chia,  va  that  la  mot  loi  ich 
Ion  lao  cho  khu  nay  neu  nhu  moi  nguoi 
cua  moi  sac  toe  va  moi  goc  gac  co  the 
cung  lam  viec  de  giup  do  lan  nhau. 

Anh  Thien  co  y  kien:  "Chua  co  nhieu 
su  hop  tac  trong  nhung  nhom  sac  toe 
thieu  so  cua  khu  Tenderloin.  Nen  co 
nhung  buoi  hoi  hop  thuong  xuven  va 
nhung  hoat  dong  chung  giua  nhung 
nhom  sac  toe  nay  de  day  manh  sii  thong 
cam  va  hieu  biet  nhau." 


CAC  LOP 

DAM  thoai  anh  NGO 

Thu*  Bay  hang  tuan  tif  9  gid  45  sang  den  1  gid  trite 
Hoc  phi  la  5  do  la  cho  moi  thang 
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Thtf  Ttf  :  6  gio  toi 


TIN  NGAN 


TIN  TLTC  V£  Vl£C  DI  BO 
PHlfiu  BANG    SAU  THLT 

ti£ng 

Ban  thong  tri  ve  viec  di  bo 
phieu  ciia  California  chua 
dung  thong  tin  ve  13  bien 
phap  tren  toan  tieu  bang  de 
quyet  dinh  boi  cu  tri  vao  ngay 
mung  3  thang  1 1  hien  nay  co 
san  trong  6  ngon  ngu  khong 
ke  tieng  Anh. 

Nham  muc  dich  de 
khuyen  khich  su  tham  gia  di 
bau  cua  nhung cong  dan  thuoc 
nhung  cong  dong  thieu  so, 
ban  thong  tri  nay  se  duoc  goi 
den  cho  nhung  ai  goi  nhung 
con  so  mien  phi  thich  ling  sau 
day:  1-800-339-8163  cho  tieng 
Viet,  1  -800-339-2857  cho  tieng 
Trung  Hoa,  1-800-339-2814 
cho  tieng  Tay  Ban  Nha,  va  1- 
800-339-2957  cho  tieng  Taga- 
log. 

Nhung  ly  luan  thuan  va 
chong  tren  1 1  bien  phap  cua 
thanh  pho  hien  nay  cung  co 
san  nhung  6  mot  mu"c  do  gioi 
han  hon  nhieu  cho  nhung  cu" 
tri  khong  noi  tieng  Anh:  The 
League  of  Women  Voters  va 
The  Registrar's  Office  co 
nhting  to  huong  dan  cu  tri  chi 
bang  tieng  Tay  Ban  Nha  va 
tieng  Trung  Hoa.  Qui  vi  co  the 
lay  nhung  to  nay  6  City  Hall 
hoac  6  so  114  Sansome  St., 
Phong  513. 


HON  2.000  NGUOI  N0P 
DON  CHO  TENDERLOIN 
FAMILY  HOUSING 

Catholic  Charities  dang 
xay  dung  108  don  vi  gia  cu  tai 
soil  1  dUdng  Jones  vada  nhan 


dilqc  2.000  don  xin  bang  tieng 

Anh  va  bay  ngoai  ngu  khac 
vao  ngay  Thu  Hai,  19  thang 
10,  la  ngay  dau  tien  cua  mot 
tuan  le  nhan  don  efia  ho. 

Merle  Malakoff,  Nhan 
Vien  Phat  Trien  Gia  Cu  ciia 
Catholic  Charities,  khong  lay 
gi  lam  ngac  nhien  boi  so  luong 
Ion  nhung  nguoi  nop  don 
nay.  Anh  noi:  "Nhu  cau  co 
duoc  loai  gia  cu  dang  hoang, 
tien  nghi  va  vua  tui  tien  6  day 
vuot  xa  so  luong  gia  cu  san 
co." 

Viec  so  so  da  duoc  thu'c 
hien  tung  ngay  trong  nam 
ngay  ma  don  xin  duoc  nhan 
de  xac  dinh  thu  tu  theo  do  ma 
cac  don  xin  se  duoc  dem  ra 
chon  lua  boi  vi  nhu  cau  cao 
theo  uoc  tinh.  Nam  tram  la 
don  dau  tien  rut  ra  se  duoc 
cuu  xet  truoc.  Tat  ca  nhung 
don  xin  khac  se  dUoc  xep  vao 
mot  danh  sach  cho  doi  de 
dem  ra  cuu  xet  khi  can. 

Toa  cao  6c  chin  tang  nay 
se  co  mot  bai  dau  xe  an  ninh 
ben  duoi  mat  dat,  sU  canh  gac 
24  gio  dong  ho,  mot  khu  vuc 
giai  tri  ngoai  troi  co  trang  tri 
canh  sac,  nhung  tien  nghi  giat 
ui,  va  loi  di  danh  cho  nhCfng 
ngUdi  di  xe  lan. 

Khu  gia  cU  nay  nham  de 
phuc  vu  nhung  gia  dinh, 
ngifoi  doc  than,  va  nhQng 
ngUdi  Ion  tuoi,  nhCfng  ngUdi 
ma  khong  kiem  duoc  tren  50% 
miie  loi  tiic  trung  binh  tren 
tung  gia  dinh  an  dinh  6  San 
Francisco. 

Nhung  don  vi  gia  cu"  nay 
se  sin  sang  de  cho  thue  vao 
thang  5  nam  1993,  voi  gia  cho 
thue  khac  biet  tif  300  do  cho 
mot  can  studio  den  620  do 
cho  mot  can  ba  phong  ngu. 


NhOng  Chon  Lu'a  Thich  -Dang  cfe  bao  ve 
Nguon  Khong  Khi  Trong  Lanh . 

Xc  co  la  mot  cron^  nhu'n^  n^'Liyen  nhan  gay  ra  6  nhitrn 
khong  khi  a  vung  Vnih.  Do  do  phu'o'ng  tien  giao  thong  ma 
chung  ta  xu  dung  co  the  tao  nen  mot  su  khac  biet  dang  ke. 
^IChong  ai  dc-  nghi  rang  chung  ca  khong  nen  xu'  dung  \c 
hoi  Dieu  quan  trong  la  chung  ca  can  phai  sap  xep  mot  each 
hcyp  ly  khi  nao  thi  xu  dung  xe  va  xu  clung  no  nhu  the  nao. 
►►Chang  han  nhu  chung  ca  nen  xii  dung  phu'o'ng  tifn  giao 
chong  cc)ng  cong  ba'c  cu  khi  nao  co  che  duoc,  du  la  chi  moi 
cuan  mot  lan;  di  xe  chung  crong  nhung  dip  hoi  he,  va  chiu 
kho  ph6i  hap  nhung  chuyen  can  lam  de  giam  thieu  sd'  kin 
phai  lai  xe  ►►Neu  c|uy  vi  muon  duoc  rang  mot  cuon  sach 
nho  gicfi  thieu  nhCfng  each  thu'c  d^  dang  khiic  ma  quy  vi  co 
the  thu'c  hien  de  giup  vao  viec  bao  ve  nguon  khong  khi' 
trong  lanh,  xin  cjuy  vi  hay  goi  dien  thoai  den 
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Phong  su"  cua  Dana  Sachs 

HA  N6I-D6  la  toi  Thii  Sau  va  chua 
Quan  Sii  dong  nghet  nhu  la  mot  buoi 
trinh  dien  nhac  rock ,  vi  day  la  ngay  hoi 
don  vang  trang  moi.  Nhung  dam  dong 
thanh  nien  dang  co gang  di  lot  qua  chiec 
cong  rong  xay  bang  da  va  ho  xep  hang 
dai  ra  den  tan  ngoai  duong.  Mot  vai 
ngudi  lay  day  lam  co  hoi  de  mua  them 
mot  vai  bo  nhang  hoac  nhung  bo  hoa 
thorn  tu"  hang  chuc  nhung  ngUdi  ban 
hang  rong  ban  do  cung  Phat.  Nhimg 
ngudi  khac  kien  nhan  chd  doi,  tan  gau 
voi  ban  be. 

Mot  khi  da  lot  vao  san  trong,  nhung 
ngudi  di  le  chua  ngoi  xom  thanh  nhung 
vong  tron  va  thap  do  cung,  sau  do  ho  di 
vao  tda  chanh  dien  ciia  nha  chua  la  noi 
ma  nhang  khoi  hoc  len  nghi  ngut  giong 
nhu  suong  khoi  dav  dac  trong  khdng 
khi. 

Trong  khi  the  gioi  dang  chuytMi  minh 
qua  nhung  bicnchuven  sau  sac  thi  ngudi 
dan  Viet  dang  lang  le  quay  ve  vai 
Thuong  DO.  Khdng  phai  chl  rieng  gi 
Ph.it  Giao  moi  dang  CO  them  tin  do  6 
day.  Thien  Chua  Giao  va  nhung  giao 
phai  nho  hon  khac  cung  dang  thu  hut 
ngay  cang  them  nhieu  tin  do.  Nhung  co 
le  su  luu  tarn  den  Phat  Giao  trong  gioi 
thanh  nien  Ha  Noi,  mot  trong  so  it  nhu'ng 
thu  do  con  sot  lai  la  con  theo  chu  nghia 
Cong  San  tren  the  gioi,  la  dieu  dang 
ngac  nhien  nhat. 

Vao  nhung  dem  le  lac,  ho  lu  luot  di 
den  chua  trong  nhung  bo  quan  ao  via 
cua  ho,  dan  ong  thi  mac  ao  so  mi  lua  sac 
so,  dan  ba  mac  vay  kieu  co  va  mang 
giay  caogot,  ve  mat  thoi  trang  thi  that  la 
khac  xa  voi  mau  xanh  la  cay  va  mau 
xanh  duong  ma  moi  chl  hai  hoac  ba 
nam  trudc  day  van  con  la  nhung  yeu  to 
chinh  yeu  cua  mot  Ha  Noi.  Tung  cap 
trai  gaj  nam  tay  nhau  di  tu  dien  tho  nay 
sang  dien  tho  khac.  Tung  nhom  ban  di 
dao  qua  nhung  khu  dat  ciia  nha  chua, 
nhung  nen  nhang  trong  tay,  liec  mat 
nhin  nhung  ke  khac  phai. 
Su  luu  tarn  ngay  cang  gia  tang  den  ton 
giao  nay  co  the  truy  nguyen  ve  nhieu 
yeu  to.  Trong  nhung  nam  gan  day  chinh 
quyen  da  thuc  hien  mot  su  cai  to  sau 
rong  ve  mat  kinh  te  va  dieu  nay  dang 


T6N  GIAO  TAI  VlfiT  NAM 


anh  hudng  Ion  lao  den  cuoc  song  cua 
ngUdi  dan.  Trong  khi  mot  so  ngUdi  da 
trd  nen  giau  co,  nhUng  ngUdi  khac  van 
chUa  tim  dUoc  mot  cho  dung  cho  ho. 
Nhieu  ngUdi  trdng  bon  ho  quay  sang 
ton  giao,  dac  biet  la  gidi  thanh  nien.  Ho 
tim  thay  mot  diem  tUa  vung  chac  trong 
Dao  Phat,  mot  phuong  thii'c  phoi  hop 
su  khao  khat  di  tim  su  vicn  man  tarn 
linh  voi  each  giai  quyet  nhung  van  de 
cu  the  hang  ngay.  Mot  ky  su  xay  dung 
23  tuoi  thuong  xuyen  di  le  chua  nay. 
Cung  giong  nhu  nhieu  thanh  nien  ciia 
Ha  Noi,  anh  ta  van  chua  tim  duoc  viec 
lam.  Anh  ta  noi  thang:  "Toi  cau  nguyen 
cho  CO  dUoc  mot  cong  an  viec  lam  tot. 
Truoc  kia,  thanh  nien  khong  tin,  nhu'ng 
bav  gio  thi  ho  tin." 

Ong  Thich  Thanh  Tu  hien  nay  tru  tri 
tai  Chua  Quan  Su,  trung  tarn  cua  Dao 
Phat  tai  Viet  Nam.  Mot  buoi  chieu  nang 
kia,  ong  ta  ngdi  trong  van  phong  cua 
minh  thao  luan  thai  do  thay  doi  ddi  voi 
Ph.it  Giao  tai  dat  nuoc  cua  ong.  Vi  su  65 
tuoi  nay  xuat  gia  khi  moi  6  tuoi  va  den 
chua  nay  20  nam  truoc  day  trong  giai 
doan  cao  diem  cua  chien  tranh.  Ong  hoi 
tuong  rang  trong  nhung  ngay  thang  do 
co  rat  it  nguoi  di  le  chua,  mot  phan  la  vi 
qua  nhieu  nguoi  phai  tham  gia  vao 
cuoc  chien,  va  phan  khac  la  vi  tinh  trang 
Ha  Not  bi  doi  bom  nang  ne  da  khien  cho 
hau  het  moi  ngUdi  phai  bd  thanh  pho  va 


di  ve  thdn  que. 

Vi  sU  dUa  ra  gia  thuyet  chd  rang  ngay 
nay  ngUdi  dan  phai  dUdng  dau  vdi 
nhieu  van  de  hdn  trdng  cudc  sdng  hang 
ngay  cua  hd,  dd  la  nhu'ng  tinh  hudng 
khd  xu  ma  da  day  dua  hd  den  nha  chua 
vdi  hy  vong  la  sc  tim  dUoc  nhu'ng  giai 
phap.  Ong  ndi:  "Ngay  nay  cd  qua  nhieu 
chuyen  phien  ha,  qua  nhieu  dieu  xau 
xa.  NgUdi  dan  mudn  tim  dUdc  mdt  each 
thUc  de  giai  quyet  nhung  van  de  nay." 

Cung  cd  the  cdn  cd  mdt  ly  dd  ntfa. 
Nhung  ngudi  dang  btfoc  vao  tuoi  trung 
nien  cho  biet  rang  trong  thoi  thanh  nien 
ho  lo  lang  rang  khdng  the  nao  vua  la 
mdt  nguoi  Cong  San  tot  lai  vua  song 
theo  dad.  Nhung  ngUdi  nay  suy  doan 
ning  su  quan  tarn  den  tdn  giao  hien  nay 
co  duoc  la  dd  mdt  thai  do  tha  long  hon 
ciia  chinh  phu  ddi  voi  van  de  tin  nguong 
Mot  ngudi  di  le  chUa  35  tuoi  giai 
thich:  Cach  day  mudi  nam  chung  toi 
phai  dien  vao  mdt  mau  giay  xac  nhan 
rang  chung  toi  la  nhu'ng  ngudi  Cong 
San  va  khdng  di  le  chua." 

Nhung  vi  su  gia  bac  bd  y  kien  cho  rang 
y  thuc  he  cua  dat  nuoc  nay  da  la  mdt  su' 
can  trd  ddi  vdi  sU  hanh  dao  cua  Dao 
Phat.  Ong  ta  noi:  "Khdng  co  gi  la  khac 
biet  giua  Phat  Giao  va  Chu  Nghia  Xa 
Hoi.  Chu  Nghia  Xa  Hoi  mudn  lam 
nhung  dieu  tot  cho  con  ngudi  va  Phat 
Giaocungmudn  nhu  vay'Chodu  ly  do 


Bai  tieng  Viet  nay  la 

ban  dich  cua  bai 
tieng  Anh  dang  ben 
dUdi  day. 


Worshippers  at  the 
Quan  Su  Pagoda  in 
Hanoi,  find  new  faith 
in  an  ancient  relginn 

Nhung  nguoi  di  le 
Chua  Quan  Su  d  Ha 
Noi  tim  lai  duoc  due 
tin  trong  mot  ton  giao 
da  ton  tai  tu  lau  doi. 


ciia  ho  la  gi  di  chang  ntfa,  ngay  nay 
nhufng  dang  vien  va  con  chau  each 
mang  cung  di  le  den  va  le  chua  nhu  bat 
cu  nhu'ng  ngUdi  nad  khac. 

Rat  nhieu  ngUdi  Viet  khdng  bad  gid 
ngUng  hanh  dad,  ngay  ca  trdng  nhu'ng 
nam  thang  ma  tdn  giao  hau  nhu  bi  lang 
quen.  Co  the  la  ho  khdng  di  den  den  tho 
va  nha  chua,  nhung  hd  tiep  tuc  thd  cung 
to  tien  va  thap  nhang  6  nha.  Du  vay,  su 
gidi  han  viec  hanh  dao  da  khien  cho 
nhang  the  he  tre  kho  ma  lanh  hdi  ddoc 
nhieu  ngoai  tru  mdt  kien  thuc  hoi  hot 
ve  nhung  tap  tuc  va  van  hda  cua  nen  ton 
giao  cua  ho.  Do  dd,  su  thanh  tarn  trong 
tin  ngudng  ciia  ho  thUdng  la  mo  hd. 
Mdt  thieu  nien  ndi:  "Tdi  cung  khdng 
biet  tai  sao  tdi  di  le,  nhung  tdi  tin  vao 
Dao  Phat.  Va  khi  tdi  di  le,  tdi  cam  thay 
binh  tarn." 

Rat  it  ngUdi  co  thdi  gian  hdac  co 
khuynh  hudng  lam  tang  phan  gia  tn 
nhung  landi  lecua  ho  bang  cach  nghien 
cuu  triet  ly  Ph.it  Giao.  Ho  bang  long  voi 
viec  thap  huong  va  cau  nguyen.  Mdt 
vai  ngudi  lau  ban  ve  nhung  lam  lan  xay 
ra  dd  bdi  sii  hieu  biet  han  hep  nhu  the, 
chang  han  nhu  la  su  lan  Ion  gitia  den 
thd  la  ndi  nguoi  ta  tho  cac  vi  thanh  va 
den  chua  la  noi  ma  nguoi  ta  chl  tho  Phat 
ma  thdi. 

Mdt  ngudi  Ha  Ndi  tuoi  trung  nien 
ndi:  "NgUdi  ta  khdng  the  cau  Phat  de 
cho  cd  tien  duoc!"  Ong  ta  giai  thich  la 
cau  xin  ve  cua  cai  vat  chat  phai  duoc 
huong  ve  cac  vi  thanh.  "Van  de  la  6  cho 
ngUdi  ta  da  quen  mat  di  dieu  nay.  Bay 
gid  ngudi  ta  di  le  Phat  de  cau  xin  cho  co 
tien.  Ho  khdng  con  biet  sU  khac  biet  la  6 
chd  nao  nua." 

Thich  Thanh  Tu  moi  khi  nghe  nhung 
lam  lan  nhu  the  va  dong  y  rang  nhieu 
ngudi  Viet  khdng  biet  nhung  khia  canh 
chi  li  trong  viec  hanh  dao  ciia  Dao  Phat 
Nhung  voi  su  thich  nghi.<l&xt&ng  n.a  da 
khien  cho  Dao  Phat  hap  dan  voi  rat 
nhieu  nguoi,  ong  ta  noi  rang  nhu'ng  lam 
lan  nhu  the  deu  khdng  quan  trong. 
Ong  noi:  "1  lo  CO  hieu  hay  khdng  hieu 
triet  ly  nha  Phat,  dieu  do  khdng  qaun 
trong.  Dieu  quan  trong  nhat  la  con  ngUoi 
biet  lam  dieu  lanh  va  co  niem  tin." 


A  Religious  Resurgence  in  Vietnam 


by  Dana  Sachs 


HANOI — Friday  night,  and  the  Quan  Su 
Pagoda  is  packed  like  a  rock  concert  for  the 
festival  of  the  new  moon.  The  crowds  of 
young  people  trying  to  get  through  the  large 
stone  entrance  are  backed  up  to  the  street. 
Some  take  the  opportunity  to  buy  a  few 
more  bunches  of  incense  or  sweet-smelling 
flowers  from  the  dozens  of  vendors  selling 
offerings  to  the  Buddha.  Others  wait  pa- 
tiently, chatting  with  their  friends. 

Once  inside  the  courtyard,  the  wor- 
shippers squat  in  circles  and  light  their 
offerings,  then  enter  the  main  room  of  the 
pagoda,  where  the  smoke  from  so  much 
incense  hangs  like  a  heavy  fog  in  the  air. 
While  the  rest  of  the  world  shudders  through 
more  dramatic  changes,  the  Vietnamese  are 
quietly  returning  to  God.  Buddhism  is  not 
the  only  religion  to  experience  a  broadened 
following  here.  Catholicism  and  many 
smaller  sects  are  drawing  increasing  num- 
bers of  adherents  as  well.  But  the  growing 
interest  in  Buddhism  among  the  youth  of 
Hanoi,  one  of  the  world's  few  remaining 
Communist  capitals,  is  perhaps  the  most 
surprising. 

On  the  festival  nights,  they  come  to  the 
pagoda  in  their  finest  clothes,  the  men  wear- 
ing bright  silk  shirts,  the  women  in  stylish 
skirts  and  heels,  a  far  cry.  in  fashion  terms, 
from  the  green  and  navy  blue  that  were, 
even  two  or  three  years  ago.  the  central 
elements  of  Hanoi  style.  Couples  walk 
from  altar  to  altar  holding  hands.  Groups  of 
friends  promenade  through  the  grounds  of 
the  pagoda,  incense  sticks  in  hand,  casting 
glances  at  members  of  the  opposite  sex. 


The  increasing  interest  in  religion  can 
be  traced  to  a  host  of  factors.  In  recent  years 
the  government  has  undertaken  an  exten- 
sive revamping  of  the  economic  system, 
which  is  having  a  dramatic  effect  on  people's 
lives.  While  some  have  gotten  rich,  others 
have  not  yet  found  a  place  for  themselves. 
Many  of  those  turning  to  religion,  particu- 
larly the  young  people,  see  in  Buddhism  a 
steady  anchor,  a  way  to  combine  a  quest  for 
spiritual  fulfillment  with  a  way  to  help 
solve  more  concrete  day-to-day  problems. 
A  23-year-old 
construction  en- 
gineer comes 
regularly  to  the 
pagoda.  Like 
many  of  Hanoi's 
youth,  he  hasn't 
been  able  to  find 
work.   "  I  pray 

for  a  good  job."  he  says  simply.  "Before, 
young  people  didn't  believe,  but  now  we 
do." 

Thich  Thanh  Tu  serves  as  director  of 
the  Quan  Su  Pagoda,  which  is  also  the 
headquarters  for  Buddhism  in  Vietnam.  One 
sunny  afternoon  he  sits  in  his  office  sur- 
rounded by  religious  objects,  discussing  the 
changing  attitude  toward  Buddhism  in  his 
country.  The  65-year  old  monk  first  entered 
the  monastery  at  the  age  of  six,  and  came  to 
this  pagoda  20  years  ago,  at  the  height  of  the 
war.  Few  people  worshipped  in  the  pagoda 
during  those  days,  he  remembers,  in  part 
because  so  many  were  busy  fighting  the 
war,  and  in  part  bee  ause  the  heavy  bombing 
of  Hanoi  had  driven  most  people  out  of  the 
city  and  into  the  countryside. 


Side-by-Side  English/Viet- 
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The  monk  hypothesizes  that  these  days 
people  are  facing  more  problems  in  their 
daily  lives,  the  kind  of  dilemmas  that  bring 
them  to  the  pagoda  in  hope  of  finding  solu- 
tions. "Now  there  are  so  many  troubles,  so 
many  bad  things."  he  said.  "  People  want 
to  find  a  way  to  resolve  these  problems." 
There  may  be  another  reason  for  the  charge 
as  well.  People  now  approaching  middle 
age  say  that  during  their  own  youth  they 
worried  that  one  couldn't  be  a  good  Com- 
munist and  practice  Buddhism  at  the  same 
time.  These 
people  specu- 
late that  cur- 
rent religious 
interest  stems 
from  a  more 
relaxed  atti- 
tude on  the 
part  of  the  gov- 
ernment toward  worship  itself.  "Ten  years 
ago  we  had  to  fill  in  a  form  that  said  we  were 
Communist  and  didn ' t  come  to  the  pagoda." 
explains  a  35-year-old  worshipper. 
But  the  white-haired  monk  scoffed  at  the 
notion  that  the  country's  governing  politi- 
cal ideology  has  ever  been  a  hindrance  to 
the  practice  of  Buddhism.  "There's  no 
difference  between  Buddhism  and  Social- 
ism." he  said.  "Socialism  wants  to  do  good 
things  for  people,  and  Buddhism  wants  the 
same  thing."  Whatever  their  reasons,  these 
days,  party  members  and  the  children  of  the 
revolution  are  just  as  likely  to  go  to  the 
temples  and  pagodas  as  anyone  else. 
Many  Vietnamese  never  stopped  practic- 
ing, even  during  the  years  when  religion 
was  most  neglected.  They  may  not  have 


gone  to  their  neighborhood  temples  and 
pagodas,  but  they  continued  to  worship 
their  ancestors  and  light  incense  at  home. 
Still,  the  constriction  in  the  practice  of  reli- 
gion made  it  difficult  for  younger  genera- 
tions to  acquire  much  more  than  a  skeletal 
understanding  of  the  customs  and  culture  of 
their  religion.  Thus,  their  religious  fervor  is 
often  vague.  "I  don't  know  why  I  come,  but 
I  believe  in  Buddhism.  And  when  I  come 
here,  I  feel  satisfied."  said  one  teenager. 

Few  have  the  time  or  inclination  to 
enhance  their  trips  to  the  pagoda  with  the 
study  of  Buddhist  doctrine,  contenting  them- 
selves with  lighting  incense  and  saying 
prayers.  Some  grumble  over  the  mistakes 
that  come  out  of  such  ignorance,  like  the 
failure  to  distinguish,  for  example,  between 
a  temple,  where  one  prays  to  saints,  and  a 
pagoda,  where  one  prays  to  the  Buddha 
alone. 

"You  can't  go  pray  to  the  Buddha  for 
money!"  says  one  middle-aged  Hanoinan. 
explaining  that  prayers  for  material  wealth 
should  be  directed  toward  the  saints.  "The 
problem  is  that  people  have  forgotten  that. 
Now  they  go  to  the  Buddha  to  pray  for 
money.  They  just  don 't  know  the  difference 
anymore." 

Thich  Thanh  Tu  laughs  at  the  mention  of 
such  foibles,  and  agrees  that  many  Viet- 
namese are  ignorant  of  the  intricacies  of 
Buddhist  practice.  But,  with  the  easy-going 
adaptability  that  has  helped  make  Buddhism 
so  attractive  to  so  many  people,  he  adds  that 
such  mistakes  are  not  important.  "If  people 
believe  that,"  he  says,  "it  doesn't  matter  if 
they  don't  know  Buddhist  theory.  The  most 
important  thing  is  for  people  to  do  good,  and 
to  believe." 


